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@& Cv 6, 8-10; 7, 54-59 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 %&‘

%ﬁ‘ TOi thay troi mé ra va Con Nguoi dang ding bén hiru Thién Chia (Cv 7,56) %%&‘

_

ER On the day after Christmas, we might find | Vao ngay sau I& Giang sinh, ching ta c6 thé %

@‘ ourselves focused on the gifts we gave or | thay minh tap trung vao nhitng mon qua ching ﬂ‘
received. We might even be heading to the | ta da ting hodc nhan. Ching ta tham chi cé thé | 9

Vi
gﬁ% store to return something! So it’s easy to forget | dén ctra hang dé tra lai mot mon dd! Vi vay, %
) « that we’ve just received the greatest gift of all: | that dé quén réngrchl'mg ta vira nhan dugc mon g&‘
RS Emmanuel, God with us. Out of his great love | qua tuyét voi nhat: Emmanuel, Thién Chia ¢ %
% « for us, Jesus became man. He lives among us | cung chung ta. Vi tinh yéu thuong 16n lao cua g&‘
o= and is always at our side. Ngai danh cho ching ta, Chua Giésu da tro %
o « thanh con nguoi. Ngai song giita ching ta va (‘
?’ lubn & bén ching ta. ?:
By | o | &,
§Q¥ This truth was especially evident in St. | Su that nay dac biét r6 rang & Thanh Stephen, %Ei

& Stephen, whose feast we celebrate today. | ngudi ma ching ta mung 1€ hom nay. Kinh éi%g
=~ (‘ Scripture tells us that he was “filled with grace | thanh cho chlng ta biét rang ngai "day an sing & (‘
and power” and “was working great wonders | va quyén niang" va "da lam nhitng phép la va I
ﬁ%« and signs among the people” (Acts 6:8). | dau la Ion lao gita dan ching" (Cv 6,8). R® %%Q\i‘
%s& Clearly, Jesus was with Stephen, giving him all | rang, Chua Giésu di ¢ bén Stephen, ban cho | $
65 the gifts he needed to build up the Church. So | 6ng tat ca nhitng on siing 6ng can dé xay dung @g%?
ey (] we might think that the Lord would gift him | Gido hoi. Vi vay, ching ta ¢ thé nghi rang | <, (]
% with a long life, working side by side with the | Chla s& ban cho 6ng mot cugc séng lau dai, %
= $ apostles. But that’s not what happened. | lam viéc cung véi cac tong d6. Nhung dicu do %‘
? Instead, Stephen became the first Christian | da khong xdy ra. Thay vao do, Stephen da tro | Z
5(‘ martyr. thanh vi tir dao dau tién cia Kitd gido. %%%
) )

% Even in the midst of Stephen’s suffering, | Tuy nhién, ngay ca gitra luc Stephen dang chiu %
(‘ however, Jesus provided him with the great | dau kho, Chtia Giésu da ban cho 6ng an hué é&‘
i

s gift of his presence. He opened Stephen’s eyes | tuyét voi la sy hién dién cua Ngai. Ngai mo %
o (‘ so that he could see the very throne of heaven | mat Stephen dé ong c6 thé nhin thay ngai vang | i (‘
? “and the Son of Man standing at the right hand | trén troi “va Con Nguoi dang dung bén phai ?

q R(‘ of God” (Acts 7:56). Even when he was being | Thién Chua” (Cv 7,56). Ngay ca khi éng bi %%«
® stoned because of his proclamation of Jesus, it | ném da vi 15i tuyén bé vé Chia Giésu, chinh %Ei
= was that same Lord who strengthened him to | Chia d6 da thém sic cho 6ng dé 6ng chiu %
S ® | endure to the end. Jesus was pouring out his | dyng dén ctng. Chlia Giésu da d6 an sung cua %tj 0
é{’R grace in the midst of a terrible ordeal. Ngai gitra mot thur thach khung khiep. ?ér%
) (‘ Today, think back on an especially difficult | Hom nay, hay nghi lai vé mot mua hoic su %

season or event of your life. Now, look a bit | kién dac biét khé khan trong cudc d(yj ban. Bay %é%(‘
deeper, and let God bring to mind the ways in | gi®, hdy nhin sdu hon mét chut va dé Chua goi @é
)
90

which he was present to you. How did he pour | nhé dén nhiing cach Ngai hién dién véi ban.
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out his grace? In what ways did you see him
care for you through the people around you?

Our God is so faithful! He doesn’t promise us a
life free of suffering. He even warned that we
might be persecuted because of our belief in
him. But he does promise to be with us at
every moment of our lives, and especially in
our trials. Today, ask St. Stephen to pray that

Ngai di d6 an sang cua Ngai nhu thé nao? Ban
thay Ngai cham so6c ban thong qua nhiing
ngudi Xung quanh ban theo nhirng cach nao?

Thién Chua cua chung ta that trung tin! Ngai
khong htra véi ching ta mét cudc séng khdng
c6 dau khd. Ngai tham chi con canh bao rang
ching ta ¢ thé bi nguoc dai vi duc tin cua
chung ta vao Ngai. Nhung Ngai hira s¢ ¢ bén
ching ta trong moi khoanh khic cua cudc
séng, va dac biét 1a trong nhitng thir thach cua
ching ta. Hom nay, hdy ciu xin Thanh Stephen
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=
you would see God’s presence in your life as i

clearly as he did. Then praise the Lord for such
° an amazing gift!

cau nguyén dé ban c6 thé thay su hién dién cua ?
Chla trong cugc song cia minh 13 rang nhu %%%
Ngai da thay. Sau do, hay ngoi khen Chda vi %
an hug tuyét voi nhu vay! Qg’%g
O (‘

éé%? “Lord Jesus, may I always appreciate the gift | Lay Chla Giésu, xin cho con ludn biét tran 6"’%
! (‘ and promise of your presence!” trong on sung va loi hia vé su hién dién cua 5[’1‘
LA Chia! $
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Mt 10, 17-22

i Théanh Stephen, Thanh tir dao diu tién ‘
%@ D6 khong phai l1a anh em noi, nhwng la chinh Thanh Than cia Chua Cha (Mt 10,20)

St. Stephen may not have known at first how to
answer his detractors. But in today’s Gospel,
Jesus encourages his followers not to worry
about what to say when they’re being
persecuted because the Holy Spirit will speak
through them (Matthew 10:20). So Stephen
relied on the Spirit, who gave him not only the
courage to preach but also the grace to forgive

Thanh Stephen ban dau c6 thé khong biét cach
tra 101 nhiing nguoi giém pha minh. Nhung
trong Tin Mung hdm nay, Chla Giésu khuyén
khich nhiing nguoi theo Ngai ding lo ling vé
viéc phai noi gi khi ho dang bi bat bé vi Chla
Thanh Than s& n6i qua ho (Mt 10,20). Vi vay,
Stephen da trong ciy vao Thanh Linh, Pang da
ban cho 6ng khong chi can dam dé rao giang
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° the people who killed him (Acts 6:10; 7:60). ma con ban cho 0ng an sung dé tha thir cho |
& R(‘ nhirng nguoi da giét ong (Cv 6,10; 7,60). c%&‘
? Ching ta biét cam giac bi that ludi trong mot ?

R(‘ tinh huong kho6 khan la nhu thé nao. Nhung %%%(‘
) We know what it’s like to feel tongue-tied in a | Thién ChGa muén ching ta huéng dén Thanh |
X tough situation. But God wants us to turn to his | Linh cua Ngai dé duoc gitp d, gibng nhu %
® (‘ Spirit for help, just as Stephen did. We might | Stephen d4 lam. Chiing ta c6 thé nghi rang vi é&‘
y

think that because Stephen was a great saint, he
had special access to the Spirit. But that’s not
the case. Through our baptism, we all have the

Stephen la mot vi thanh vi dai nén 6ng co é:@%
quyén tiép can dic biét voi Thanh Linh. Nhung fﬁ&
do khong phai 1a trudng hop. Qua phép rira, tat | 2
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same access to the Holy Spirit. He lives in us,
just as he lived in Stephen. The difference is
that Stephen welcomed the Holy Spirit into his
circumstances.

So how do we open ourselves to the Spirit? As
St. Paul told Timothy, we can “stir into flame”
his presence within us (2 Timothy 1:6). That
doesn’t necessarily mean praying long, drawn-
out prayers. It can be as simple as “Come,
Holy Spirit!” or “Holy Spirit, help me!” The
Holy Spirit is so close to us that even when we
don’t know what to ask for, he “intercedes with
inexpressible groanings” on our behalf
(Romans 8:26). We just have to try to be
aware, open, and expectant.

ca chung ta déu duoc tiép can véi Chia Thanh
Than nhu nhau. Ngai sbng trong ching ta,
cling nhur Ngai séng trong Stephen. Diéu khéc
biét 1a Stephen dd don Chiia Thanh Than vao
trong hoan canh caa minh.

Viy lam cach nao dé ching ta m¢ long dén
nhan Thanh Linh? Nhu Thanh Phaolo da noi
véi Timothé, ching ta c6 thé “khoi day ngon
lra” sy hién dién caa Ngai trong chdng ta
(2Tm 1,6). Diéu d6 khong nhat thiét c6 nghia
la cAu nguyén nhiing 1i nguyén dai 18 thé. N6
¢ thé don gian nhu “Lay Chia Thanh Than,
xin hiy dén!” hoic “Lay Chua Thanh Than,
xin hdy gitp con!” Chtia Thanh Than & gan
chung ta dén ndi ngay ca khi ching ta khdng
biét phai cau xin diéu gi, thi Ngai ciing “thay
mat ching ta cau xin nhitng loi rén ri khdng
thé dién ta dugc” (Rm 8,26). Chung ta chi can
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Such heartfelt prayers are perfect just before Nh‘ung ol @2 gy ‘.’ha,n il e 7y I"fl 9=
: . ' | hoan hao ngay trudc khi c6 mot cudc hop kho g’%
say, a tough meeting at work. Or prior to i (‘
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delicate conversations with family members k}}én tai not rlém.wé‘.:' Iﬂoac\tmécunhfrng CUQC
i . tro chuyén té nhi vaéi cac thanh vién trong gia
you will see around the holidays. Or when
5
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you’re trying to figure out how to share your dinh, ban) € thay noi nhing|ngay nani. Hodc

; . khi ban dang c6 gang tim ra cach chia sé duc
@ faith. You don’t even have to wait for a tense | . .7 A P A N
¢ —— . :
%Q situation—you can count on the Spirit to help Bl G il (20 i) ilf g @ it Cry

doi mot tinh hudng cing thang - ban co thé

| R ac A ,
o you whenever you are at a loss for words! trong cay vao Thanh Linh dé gitp ban bat cir é{’(i
=0 khi nao ban khong noi dugc 1oi nao! %D(;
%@ S

Thién Chua ¢ cung ching ta. Ngai séng trong
ching ta. Hay tin twong rang khi ching ta kéu

God is with us. He lives in us. Let’s trust that
when we call on him, he will speak through us.
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@5« xin Ngai, Ngai s& néi qua ching ta. %{6
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¢ Come, Holy Spirit, and speak through me || .\ chia Thanh Than, xin hiy dén va néi qua | &

). R(‘ today.” con hém nay. %@‘
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