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%ﬁ‘ Pén day, ta cung lén nai Pirc Chda, 1én Nha Thién Chuaa caa Giacop (lIs 2,3) %%&‘
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ER “Do we have t0?” How many times have we | “Ching ta c6 phai lam thé khong?” Chung ta Cf?%%
@‘ heard this refrain from children who don’t | da nghe cau noi ndy bao nhiéu lan tr nhing ﬂ‘

want to go to Mass. If we’re being honest, we | dta tré khong mudn di 1&. Néu thanh that ma | 9

Vi

J R« occasionally think this way ourselves. | no6i, doi khi chung ta cling nghi theo cach nay. %
) Sometimes the call to “remember the sabbath | Doi khi 101 kéu goi “hay gitr ngay Sabat” co veé %
= :

& day” feels like something we have to do | gidng nhu mot diéu gi d6 ching ta phai lam %%g
S (Exodus 20:8). Today’s first reading can help | (Xh 20,8). Bai doc mot hom nay c6 the gilp %‘
(?R us remember that this is also something we get | ching ta nhé rang day ciing la dieu chdng ta 81’(%
X | todo. phai lam. 5%(;
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%« DPoan trich tir sach Isaia hdm nay ca ngoi viéc fﬁ}%«
@é Today’s passage from Isaiah celebrates God’s | Thién Chla chon Giérusalem lam noi ngy cua %i
& choice of Jerusalem as the dwelling place of | Ngai. Isaia da tién tri rang mét ngay nao do %
%):2 (‘ God. Isaiah prophesied that one day “all | “moi dan toc s€ do v&” Nui Sion, noi Bén tho B (‘

nations shall stream toward” Mount Zion, | toa lac (Is 2,2). Theo mot nghia nao do, 1oi tién | Z
@%« where the Temple stood (lsaiah 2:2). In a | tri nay da Gng nghiém noi Chaa Giésu. Gio ?@%1‘
%s& sense, this prophecy has come to pass in Jesus. | diy, Thién Chua khong chi duoc ton tho trén | 9
65 Now God is worshipped not only on Mount | Nii Sion, ma con trong moi nha tam trong moi %
° (‘ Zion, but in every tabernacle in every church | nha thd trén khap thé gioi. Ching ta - nhitng | < (‘
% all over the world. We—who represent “all | nguoi dai dién cho “m~oi dan toc” - co thé leo %
= $ nations™—can climb “the Lord’s mountain” | 1€n “ndi cua Chua” moi khi budc yélo nha tho %‘
? every time we enter a church (2:3). Anytime | (2,3). Bat ctr khi nao ching ta muon, ching ta | Z
5(‘ we wish, we can join with other brothers and | c6 thé clng véi nhitng anh chi em khac tho %%
© sisters to worship the Lord with one voice. | phugng Chla bang mot tiéng noi. That la mot | S
%« What a privilege to be living in this time of | dic an khi dwoc séng trong thoi dai vién mén

7
fulfillment! nay! g%i‘
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fi% (b | Yet how easy it is to take this privilege for | Nhung that dé dang dé coi dic an nay la diéu %f%i(‘
? granted! Especially in Advent, it’s tempting to | hién nhién! Pac biét la trong Mia Vong, chiing ?
q R(‘ view opportunities to gather together for | ta dé c6 xu huéng coi nhitng co hoi tu hop lai %%«
. worship as just one more thing to cross off our | dé tho phuong chi 1a mot viéc nira can phai %Ei
= to-do list. If you begin to feel that way, | gach bo khoi danh sach viéc can lam. Néu ban %
S ® | remember what Advent is all about: we are | bt dau cam thdy nhu vy, hdy nh¢ Mua Vong %tj 0
é{’R preparing to celebrate the truth of the | la gi: chung ta dang chuan bi dé cu hanh chan %
« Incarnation: that in Christ, God became flesh | ly Nhap thé: rang trong Chda Kitd, Thién Chua ﬂ‘
9 and reconciled us to himself. That gift is for all | da trd' nén xac pham va hoa giai ching ta véi | 9

of us. The Lord wants everyone to come to | chinh Ngai. Mén qua d6 danh cho tat ca ching %%(‘
know his love and mercy, no matter who they | ta. Chda muon moi nguoi biét dén tinh yéu va @é
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Even as you read this, people from all over the
earth are joining to worship the Lord. Next
time you go to church—or even if all you can
do is gather with a few other believers—
remember these words from today’s psalm
response: “Let us go rejoicing to the house of
the Lord” (Psalm 122). Imagine the Jewish
pilgrims singing this song as they climbed
Mount Zion to enter into God’s presence in the
Temple. Then praise God for inviting you to
join in that song of praise, right in your own
parish!

“Jesus, let me never forget what an honor it is
to worship you!”

dén tir dau.

Ngay ca khi ban doc nhitng dong nay, moi
ngudi tir khip noi trén trai dat dang ciing nhau
thd phuong Chda. Lan téi khi ban dén nha tho
- hodc tham chi néu tat ca nhitng gi ban c6 thé
lam la tu hop véi mot vai tin hitu khac - hay
nhd nhirng 1o nay tir cau dap trong thanh vinh
hém nay: “Ching ta hiy han hoan dén nha
Chua” (Tv 122). Hay tudng tugng nhiing
nguoi hanh huong Do Thai hat bai hat nay khi
ho leo 1én NUi Sion dé budc vao su hién dién
ctia Chta trong Dén tho. Sau d6, hiy ngoi khen
Chua vi da moi ban tham du vao bai ca ngoi
khen d6, ngay tai gido xur cua ban!

Lay Chiia Giésu, xin dimg dé con quén rang
duoc ton tho Chda la mot vinh du 16n lao biét
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g'%g Mt 8, 5-11 Matthew 8:5-11 )
o T phwong dong phwong tiy, nhieu ngwoi sé den dw tiéc... trong Nwoc Troi (Mt 8,11)

Chua Giésu ngac nhién khi thay nguoi linh La

(‘ Jesus was amazed that this Roman soldier had
Ma nay da thé hién duc tin noi Ngai dén vay -

exhibited such faith in him—more faith, even,

i
% than many of his fellow Jews. And yet, in Jesus’ | tham chi con c6 dirc tin hon nhiéu ngudi dong %
o) E(‘ time, this man would not have been considered | huong Do Thai cia Ngai. Chua hét, vao thoi %2&‘
13 s 499 o NS yi
$st worthy to be on the “guest list” for that heavenly | Chua Giésu, ngudi nay khong duoc coi la xung | & =3
=/ banquet. But that didn’t stop Jesus; he made it | 44 5 1A “ ; ; i Gtﬁ
S (‘ : ’ dang co tén trong “danh sach khach moi” du 2 (‘
7 clear that he had come to save not only the

bira tiéc trén troi. Nhung diéu d6 khong ngin
can duoc Chla Giésu; Ngai noi rd rang Ngai
dén dé cau khdng chi nguoi Do Thai ma con

Jewish people but every single person, including
this pagan commander.
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S timg ngudi, ké ca vi chi huy ngoai gido nay. LES
L L
¢ Pay chinh 1a trong tm cua tin mung Chla | &
& ay chinh d oty ot Lud A , LS
= ® | This is the heart of the good news that Jesus was | G1€sU cOng bo: khong ai bi loai khoi danh sach g@‘
’g proclaiming: no one was excluded from God’s khach moi cua Thién Chua. Khong phai nguoi

linh La Ma d6, khong phai bat ky nguoi La Ma
nao khéc, khong phai bat ky ngudi Hy Lap nao
hay bat ky ai khac con séng vao thoi diém do.
Va diéu nay ciing dung ngay nay: khong phai
dwra chéu trai n6i rang minh 1a ngudi vo than,
khong phai nguoi hang x6m subt doi vat 16n
v&i con nghién, khong phai ngudi dong nghiép

o
&
2
&y
2 98 92 o IR 68 88 a8 R R 88 R 8 a8 8 8RR 6
e R0 e e T e R e T e T e e R e FeThe o

TSI

guest list. Not that Roman soldier, not any other
Roman, not any Greek or anyone else alive at the
time. And the same holds true today: not the
nephew who says he’s an atheist, not the
neighbor who has struggled all his life with
addiction, not the coworker enmeshed in New
Age practices. Everyone is on the list. Everyone
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is invited.

Why such a wide invitation into the kingdom of
heaven? Because God loves each person equally
and deeply. They don’t have to believe in him for
him to love them. They don’t have to love him
for him to love them in return. They don’t even
have to repent of their sins before he will love
them!

This is an important truth to keep in mind in
these weeks leading up to Christmas. There are
usually more parties and family gatherings this
month, and you will likely be around people you
don’t normally see. That means that there will be
more opportunities to share with people about
Jesus’ open invitation. You don’t have to worry
about what to say, either. Just talk about how you
have experienced God’s love. Talk about how
you have felt it in good times and in bad times,
when you felt deserving of it and when you felt
unworthy. Let your story assure them that the
kingdom is available to them as well. Let them
see that Jesus’ love is wide enough for everyone.

“Jesus, thank you for inviting me into your
kingdom. Show me how | can extend your
invitation to everyone around me.”

vudng vao cac thuc hanh Thoi dai Mai. Mol
nguoi deu co tén trong danh sach. Moi ngudi
déu dugc moi.

Tai sao lai c6 loi moi rong rai nhu vay vao
vuong qudc thién dang? Vi Thién Chua yéu
mdi ngudi Mot cach binh dang va sau dam. Ho
khong can phai tin vao Ngai dé Ngai yéu ho.
Ho khdng can phai yéu Ngai dé Ngai yéu ho
dap lai. Ho tham chi khéng can phai in nin toi
16i cia minh trude khi Ngai yéu thuong ho!

Day 1a mot 18 that quan trong can ghi nhé trong
nhiing tuan sap dén L& Giang Sinh. Thudng c6
nhiéu bira tiéc va hop mat gia dinh hon trong
thang nay va ban c6 thé s& & canh nhimng nguoi
ma ban khong thuong gap. Piéu d6 co nghia la
s& c6 nhiéu co hoi hon dé chia sé véi moi
ngudi V& 1o moi goi coi mo ciia Chlia Giésu.
Ban ciing khong can phai lo ling vé viéc phai
noi gi. Chi can néi vé viéc ban da trai nghiém
tinh yéu ciia Chtia nhu thé nao. Hay ndi vé cam
giac cua ban trong nhitng Iic vui vé cling nhu
nhitng I0c toi té, khi ban cam thay xtimg dang
va khi ban cam thay khdng xtng dang. Hay dé
cau chuyén cua ban dam bao véi ho rang
vuong qudc cling danh sin cho ho. Xin cho ho
thay rang tinh yéu cia Chtia Giésu du rong rai
cho moi nguoi.

Lay Chua Giésu, cam on Chtia d& moi con vao
vuong qudc cta Chia. Xin chi cho con cach
con ¢6 thé gui 161 moi ciia Chiia dén moi nguoi
xung quanh con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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