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Thir Nam, 19-12-2024. Nam C
Thursday, December-19-2024. Year C
Tuan 3 Mua Vong

Lc1,5-25 Luke 1:5-25

Nguoi sé bi cam... cho téi ngay nhirng diéu nay wng nghiém (Lc 1,20)

If Zechariah and Elizabeth could somehow be
transported to a modern Christmas carol
concert, what do you imagine their favorite
song might be? Perhaps “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel” would remind them of their son’s
message of preparation for the Messiah.
Perhaps other hymns would remind them of the
stories Joseph and Mary had told them about
that marvelous night in Bethlehem. But
considering today’s Gospel reading, Elizabeth
might raise an eyebrow and give Zechariah a
playful nudge when the choir began singing
“Silent Night™!

We know the story. Zechariah had spent years
praying for a child, and now an angel appears
to him in the Temple and tells him “Your
prayer has been heard” (Luke 1:13). Elizabeth
would finally conceive! But his demand for
proof—“How shall 1 know this?” (1:18)—
betrays a lack of trust. So Zechariah is made

Néu Giacaria va Elisabét bang cach nao d6 c6
thé dugc dwa dén mot budi hda nhac ming
Giang sinh hién dai, ban tuong tuwong bai hat
yéu thich caa ho c6 thé 1a gi? C6 I& "O Come,
O Come, Emmanuel” s& nhiac nhé ho vé thdng
diép cua con trai ho vé su chuan bi cho Pang
Messia. C6 I& nhitng bai thanh ca khéac s& nhic
nhé ho vé nhitng cau chuyén ma Giuse va
Maria di ké cho ho vé dém ky diéu dé ¢
Bélem. Nhung khi xem xét bai doc Tin mung
hom nay, Elisabét c6 thé nhuén may va khé
thic nhe Giacaria khi dan hop xuéng bat dau
hat "Bém Thanh V6 Cung"!

Chidng ta biét cau chuyén. Giacaria da danh
nhiéu nim cau nguyén cho mot dua con, va
bay gid mot thién than hién ra véi 6ng trong
Dén thd va noi véi ong rang "Loi cau nguyén
cia ong di dugc nham 10i" (Lc 1,13). Cudi
cung Elisabét ciing thu thai! Nhung yéu cau
cua dng vé bang chung - "Lam sao toi biét
dugc diéu nay?" (1,18) - cho thay su thiéu tin
tuong. Vi vy, Giacaria da bi cdm cho dén khi
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(‘ speechless until the child is born. You might
say that he enters an extended “silent night.” dua tré chao doi. Ban cé thé ndi rang 6ng budc

vao mot "dém thanh vo cung" kéo dai.
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It’s easy to see this as a punishment, but it
could also be God’s way of teaching Zechariah
something about faith. Zechariah’s demand for

That dé dang dé coi ddy l1a mét hinh phat,
nhung n6 cling c6 the la cach Chua day cho
Giacaria mot dicu gi do veé duc tin. Viéc
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g,q(‘ a sign suggests he was not ready to yield | Giacaria yéu cau mét dau hiéu cho thay éng %«
© control of the situation to the Lord. After his | chua sin sang dé trao quyén kiém soét tinh %i
= many years of fervent praying for a child, he | hinh cho Chia. Sau nhiéu nim cau nguyén tha %
S ® | now has to listen more than he speaks. And | thiét dé c6 mot dira con, gio day ong phai ling %tj 0
é{’R during those months of enforced silence, he | nghe nhiéu hon la néi. Va trong nhitng théng %?%
« could finally hear God telling him, “You’ve | im lang bat budc d6, cuoi cing ong ciing c6 thé ﬂ‘
9 prayed long enough. Now it’s my turn to act.” | nghe Chua ndi véi 6ng, "Con da cau nguyén du 9

lau rdi. Bay gior dén lugt Ta hanh dong". &
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Speaking to God is wonderful. But it is equally | N6i chuyén véi Chua 1a diéu tuyét voi. Nhung
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(‘ important to listen in silence and accept what | ling nghe trong im ling va chap nhan nhiing gi %&‘
% we hear. Silence is a way that you can confess | ching ta nghe cling quan trong khong kém. Im %
(‘ that God’s plans and purposes far surpass your | lang la cach ban co6 thé thd nhan rang ké hoach %‘
% own—and that he will do what’s best for you! | va muc dich cta Chl’%a vuot Xé}.ké hoach yé\ C?%K
&‘ It’s a way of showing God that you trust him | myc dich ctia ban - va ring Ngai s& lam diéu %‘
&

ha as a loving Father, even when life seems | tot nhat cho ban! D6 1a cich cho Chtia thiy | 7
% chaotic. rang ban tin cay Ngai nhu mot nguoi Cha yéu %«
$ thwong, ngay ca khi cudc séng c6 vé hdn loan. %
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Qﬂ‘ Trong Ioi cau nguyén cia ban hém nay, hay ¢6 g@‘
= In your prayer today, try to put yourself in gang d@'llt mlnh vao V%ktrl cua Gla}garlfl. Co gang %é%
% Zechariah’s shoes. Try not to “say” too much | khong "n6i" qua nhi€u trong 16i cau nguyén. ﬂ‘
? in prayer. Instead, silently offer yourself to | Thay vao do, hady am tham dang hién ban than %
%&‘ God, silently surrender to his will, or sit in | cho Chta, am tham suy phuc y mudn caa Ngai, %«
) wordless, astonished gratitude for his love and | hoac ngoi trong sy biét on khong 161, kinh ngac %
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mercy. V& tinh yéu va long thuong x6t ciia Ngai. é}l’%a
O
&7 “Here I am, Lord.” Lay Chua, con day. &
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9 Nguén: the word among us %ji‘
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vi Buc Thanh, SDD. S
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