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Mt 1, 1-17‘ Matthew 1:1-17
Giuse, chong cia Maria (Mt 1,16)
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Did you notice the trajectory in today’s
Gospel? In each set of “fourteen generations”
in Jesus’ genealogy, the characters appear in
increasingly humbler circumstances (Matthew
1:17). First, there are the legendary patriarchs:
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then there’s
David, Israel’s brave but flawed ruler. Then
there’s Jeconiah and his descendants: exiles,
minor functionaries, and obscure characters
mentioned nowhere else in Scripture. Finally,
there’s Joseph, a poor carpenter living in far-
off Nazareth.

So why did God choose this man to raise his
Son? Perhaps it’s because God looks at the
heart and not just the accomplishments. After
all, Joseph modeled so many of the teachings
Jesus would eventually proclaim.

Think about Joseph’s humility. We see it when
he welcomed Mary into his home even after
learning about her pregnancy. His embrace of
God’s plan surely laid the foundation for Jesus’
own submission to his heavenly Father (John
14:31). You can imagine Jesus thinking of
Joseph when he said, “Blessed are the poor in
spirit” (Matthew 5:3).

Then there’s Joseph’s simplicity. Watching
Joseph’s contentment with the little that he and
his family had, Jesus learned not to worry
about what to wear or what to eat. Instead, he
learned to focus on seeking the kingdom of
God and loving God and his neighbor
(Matthew 6:31-33; Mark 12:28-31).

Ban c6 dé y dén quy dao trong Tin mirng hém
nay khong? Trong mdi bo "mudi bon thé he"
trong gia pha cua Chua Giésu, cac nhan vat
Xuat hién trong hoan canh ngay cang khiém
nhuong hon (Mt 1,17). Dau tién, c6 céc té phu
huyén thoai: Abraham, Isaac va Jacob. Sau d6
la Pavit, nguoi cai tri ding cam nhung co
khiém khuyét cta Israel. Sau d6 1a Jeconiah va
con chau cta 0ng: nhimng nguoi luu vong,
nhirng vién chic nho va nhirng nhan vat vé
danh khong dugc dé cap ¢ bat ky noi nao khac
trong Kinh thanh. Cudi cing, c6 Giuse, mot
ngudi thg moc nghéo séng ¢ Nazareth xa xoi.

Vay tai sao Chuia lai chon nguoi dan ong nay
dé nudi day Con caa Ngai? C6 I& la vi Chula
nhin vao trai tim cha khéng chi nhirng thanh
tyu. Suy cho ciing, Giuse da lam guong cho rat
nhiéu loi day ma Chla Giésu sau nay s€ cong
bo.

Hiy nghi vé sy khiém nhuong cua Giuse.
Chung ta thay diéu d6 khi ngai chao dén Maria
vao nha minh ngay ca sau khi biét vé viéc Me
mang thai. Viéc ngai chap nhan ké hoach cua
Chua chic chan da dat nén tang cho sy phuc
ting cta chinh Chua Giésu doi véi Cha trén
troi cua minh (Ga 14,31). Ban c6 thé tuong
twong Chia Giésu nghi dén Giuse khi Nguoi
n6i, “Phudc cho nhiing ai c6 tm hon nghéo
khé” (Mt 5,3).

Roi dén su gian di cua Giuse. Khi chiing kién
su bang 1ong cua Giuse véi so tién it 6i ma
ngai va gia dinh c6 dugc, Chia Giésu da hoc
duoc cach khong lo lang vé viéc mic gi hay an
gi. Thay vao d6, Ngai hoc cach tap trung vao
viéc tim kiém vuong qudc cia Chda va yéu
Chta cung nguoi lan can (Mt 6,31-33; Mc
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@ And Joseph was a righteous man (Matthew | Va Giuse la mot nguoi cong chinh (Mt 1,19). g%&‘
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o= 1:19). Living a life of hidden holiness, he | Song mot cude doi thanh khiét an gidu, ngai da %%K
l%i‘ taught Jesus “not to perform righteous deeds in | day Chla Giésu “dung lam nhirng viéc cong %‘
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z order that people may see them” (6:1). How | chinh dé moi ngudi thiy” (6,1). Ban nghi xem,

% many times, do you think, did the boy Jesus | cau bé Giésu da quan sat Giuse vao “phong %«
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) observe Joseph going into his own “inner | riéng” cua minh va cau nguyén véi Chla

X room” and praying to God “in secret” (6:6)? | “trong noi kin dao” (6,6) bao nhiéu lan? C¢ I& %
;ﬂ‘ Maybe that’s how Jesus got into the habit of | d6 la cach Chta Giésu hinh thanh thoi quen %‘
g rising early in the morning and going off “to a | d@y sém vao budi sang va “di dén mot noi | &
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eserted place” to pray (Mark 1:35). vang vé” dé cau nguyén (Mc 1,35). ﬂ‘
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A humble man. A simple man. A righteous | M6t ngudi khi€ém nhuong. Mot nguoi gian di. %%(‘
) man. Who better than Joseph to show Jesus | Mot nguoi cong chinh. Ai tot hon Giuse dé€ cho %
Ky that holiness comes through humility and quiet | Chla Giésu thay rang sy thanh thién den tur su %

%):2 (‘ submission to God? Who better than Joseph to | khiém nhuong va sy phuc tung tham lang doi o (‘

éé%? give Jesus a glimpse into the Beatitudes he | véi Chla? Ai t6t hon Giuse dé cho Chua Giésu @%
! (‘ would one day announce? And who better than | thoang thay cac Moi Phiic ma mét ngay nao dé ?ﬁ&‘
9 Joseph to teach us the same thing? Ngai s& cong b6? Va ai tot hon Giuse dé day | &
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@ “St. Joseph, pray that I can become more and | Lay Thanh Giuse, xin cau nguyén dé con c6 | &
& ph, pray ay , U nguyg O
g’%i‘ more like your son, Jesus.” thé ngay cang trd nén giong Chua Giésu, con g%i‘
?R trai cua ngai. %
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