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Mt 17, 9-13 Matthew 17:9-13 )
Ciing vay, Con Nguwai sé phai chiu nhiéu dau kho (Mt 17,12)

If you were to write a tale of a superhero
coming to save the day, you’d probably write
about a hero who would destroy his enemies
because he could not be hurt by ordinary
weapons. But God’s story of salvation looks
nothing like this. Instead, our hero comes in
ordinary human weakness.

In today’s chapter in that story, we hear Jesus
speak about another hero, his herald, John the
Baptist (Matthew 17:11-12). Now, the people
expected both the Messiah and his herald to be
like superheroes: a powerful military leader
and his miracle-working prophet. But in a

Néu ban viét mot cau chuyén vé mét siéu anh
hung dén dé ctu thé giGi, co 18 ban s& viét vé
mot anh hung s¢€ tiéu diét ké thu caa minh vi
anh ta khong thé bi thwong boi vii khi thong
thuong. Nhung cau chuyén ctu réi cia Chla
khong giéng nhu thé nay. Thay vao d6, anh
hing cua ching ta dén trong sy yéu dudi binh
thuong cua con nguoi.

Trong chuong hom nay cua cau chuyén do,
ching ta nghe Chia Giésu n6i vé mot anh hung
khac, sa gia caa Ngai, Gioan Tay Gia (Mt
17,11-12). Bay gio, moi nguoi mong doi ca
DPéang Messia va st gia ciia Ngai déu gidng nhu
nhitng siéu anh hung: mét nha lanh dao quan
sy hung manh va nha tién tri lam phép la cua
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surprising twist, Jesus tells his disciples that
the people did to John “whatever they pleased”
and that “the Son of Man [will] suffer” as well

Ngai. Nhung trong mot budc ngoat dang ngac
nhién, Chda Giésu noi vGi cac mon dé cua
minh rang moi nguoi da doi xu véi Gioan "bat
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9 Mua Vong la thoi gian ching ta suy gam vé | 9

cach Chua thuc hién 1oi htra ctu roi dan toc

Advent is a time when we reflect on how God | cia minh. Ching ta da quen vdi viéc tap trung
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fulfilled his promise to save his people. We are
used to focusing on the miracle of his
Incarnation, but today’s Gospel forces us to

vao phép la Nhap thé cua Ngai, nhung Tin
Mung hom nay budc ching ta phai nhin vao
cai gia ma Chla Giésu sé phai tra vao cuoi
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S R(‘ look instead at the price Jesus will pay at the | cuoc doi cia Ngai. Tuy nhién, ching ta khéng ?@‘
9 end of his life. However, we shouldn’t let this | nén dé diéu nay cuép mat niém vui cia minh | 9
= rob us of our joy or cast a shadow over our | hoic phu bong den 1én su chuan bi cia minh. %ﬁ
® (] preparations. Instead, we can reflect on the | Thay vao do, chung ta c6 thé suy gam vé cach s (]
g startling way that God has chosen to save us. | dang kinh ngac ma Chua da chon dé ctru ching %
S « We can marvel that he loved us so deeply that | ta. Ching ta c6 thé kinh ngac rang Ngai yéu %‘
z he did not hesitate to share the lowliness of our | ching ta sdu sac dén noi khéng ngan ngai chia Z

humanity. That he became a man who could be
wounded, suffer, and die. That he went so far
as to suffer and die for us!

s¢ sy khiém nhuong cua nhan tinh ching ta.
Rang Ngai da tr¢ thanh mot con nguoi co thé
bi thuong, dau kho va cheét. Rang Ngai da di xa
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dén muc chiu dau kho va chét vi ching ta! S
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5 & This is the surprising love of God! There is no | Pay chinh la tinh yéu dang kinh ngac cua %‘
% limit to what Jesus will do—to what he has | Chda! I_(hﬁng co gisi han nao cho nhiing gi C?%g
&‘ already done—to love you. He loved you so | Chua Giésu s& lam - nhitng gi Ngai da lam - dé ﬂ‘
much that he entered into your humanity and | yéu ban. Ngai yéu ban dén noi da nhap vao ?
suffered to save you! That means you can | nhan tinh ctia ban va chiu dau khé dé cau ban! %«
) approach him with confidence. You can bring | Piéu d6 c6 nghia 1 ban c6 thé dén gan Ngai %
@v

o
I him whatever hardships you are bearing, | v6i su tu tin. Ban co thé mang dén cho Ngai %
® « whatever sins you are struggling with. He | bat ky kho khdn nao ma ban dang phai chiu %‘
= understands you; he is right there beside you in | dung, bat ky t6i 16 nao ma ban dang dau tranh. é?”(i
% the midst of it. He is with you. He can take all | Ngai hiéu ban; Ngai ludn & bén ban trong hoan ﬁ%&‘
? your hurts into his heart and pour out his love | canh d6. Ngai ¢ bén ban. Ngai c6 thé don nhéan ?
d R« upon you. He is your Hero, your Savior, and | moi ton thuong cua ban vao trai tim Ngai va do %%%
) your Lord. tinh yéu cua Ngai 1én ban. Ngai la Anh hung, %
% bang ctru roi va Chua cua ban. %(‘
© - . P g S
?% “I praise you, Lord Jesus, for coming to earth | Lay Chua Giésu, con ngoi khen Chua, vi Chua é%
%f’j (‘ and suffering for me!” da den thé gian va chiu dau kho vi con! % «
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%&‘ Nguén: the word among us @%&
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