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e (‘ is a resounding no! Salvation is possible only | khong! Su cau r§i chi c6 thé xay ra vi Chla

?’ because Christ died and rose for us, and it’s | Kitd da chét va song lai vi ching ta, va diéu do Z
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9 receive the Eucharist at Mass. He is the One | vi Ngai mdi sang hoic ruéc Minh Thanh | 9
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% us? That answer is also no! Actually, “with | khong! Trén thuc té, “vdi long run s¢” 1a mot %@‘
)

$ fear and trembling” was a common Hebrew | thanh ngit phé bién cua nguoi Do Théi c6 >
X expression that meant that we should have a | nghia la chung ta nén c6 sy ton trong va kinh %
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%‘ granted. It’s a gift that was purchased for us at | ciia minh 1a diéu hién nhién. D6 1a mot mén
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% Ai dén véi t6i ma khong dit bé cha me, ve' con, anh em, chi em, va ca mang séng minh nira, %
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g (‘ A dating couple spends months, even years, | Mot cap doi danh nhiéu thang, tham chi nhiéu %ij (‘

“{R getting to know one another before they decide | nim dé tim hiéu nhau trudc khi quyét dinh két =
?%« to get married. Once they’re engaged, things | hon. Mot khi ho da dinh hon, moi thir s€ tro f@%&‘
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S « that commitment brings them joy because they | cam két d6 mang lai cho ho niém vui vi ho da %‘
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That’s what Jesus means when he talks about
“hating” in today’s Gospel (Luke 14:26). The
Greek word here is miseo, which can mean to
love something or someone less. So when
Jesus talks about “hating,” he is not talking
about our modern understanding of hate, which
implies an intense dislike. He is saying that in
comparison to him, everything else pales. He’s
urging us to renounce one choice—one
“love”—in favor of another (Matthew 10:37).

In practice, that means looking at all of our
actions and all of our relationships through his
eyes. We see how worthy Jesus is of our love,
and we realize that loving him is always the
best choice. Sometimes that means we give up
one good thing for something even better.
That’s why, for example, we might give up our
lunch break so that we can worship the Lord at
Mass. We’re choosing to spend time with the
One who loves us the most.

Putting Jesus first also means “going against
the grain” at times. We see how holy Jesus is,
and we want to stay close to him. That means
we may choose not to participate in something
that others around us seem comfortable with,
such as gossip. But that doesn’t mean we
literally “hate” anyone. It just means that we
are staying close to Jesus—and staying true to
him, as a husband or wife is true to their
spouse.

ching ta danh cho Ngai.

D6 1a didu Chla Giésu mudn noi khi néi vé
“ghét” trong bai Tin Mung hém nay (Lc
14,26). Tu Hy Lap ¢ day la miseo, c¢6 nghia la
yéu cai gi d6 hodac ai d6 it hon. Vi vay, khi
Chua Giésu néi vé “ghét”, Ngai khong noi vé
c4ch hiéu hién dai cua chiing ta vé sy ghét, von
ham y mot su ghét bo manh liét. Ngai dang noéi
rang so véi Ngai, moi thir khac déu nhat nhoa.
Ngai dang thac giuc chdng ta tor bé mot lua
chon - mot “tinh yéu” - dé chon mét lya chon
khac (Mt 10,37).

Trong thyc té, diéu d6 co nghia 13 nhin moi
hanh déng va moi méi lién hé caa ching ta qua
con mit cia Ngai. Ching ta thdy Chua Giésu
xing dang véi tinh yéu cia chung ta nhu thé
ndo va ching ta nhan ra rang yéu mén Ngai
ludn 1a lya chon tét nhat. Do6i khi diéu do cb
nghia 14 chiing ta tir bo mot diéu tét dé co duoc
diéu gi d6 con t6t hon. P6 1a 1y do tai sao,
chang han, ching ta c6 thé bo gio nghi trua dé
thd phuong Chua trong Théanh 1. Ching ta
chon danh thoi gian cho Péang yéu thuong
ching ta nhat.

Pit Chiia Giésu 1én hang dau d6i khi ciing co
nghia 12 “di nguoc lai xu huéng”. Chung ta
thay Chda Giésu thanh thién biét bao va ching
ta mudn & gan Ngai. Diéu d6 c6 nghia la ching
ta c6 thé chon khong tham gia vao diéu gi d6
ma nhirng nguoi xung quanh chdng ta cé vé
thoai mai, chang han nhu tan doc. Nhung diéu
d6 khong co nghia 1a chiing ta “ghét” bat ky ai
theo dung nghia den. Piéu d6 chi c6 nghia 1a
ching ta dang & gan Chla Giésu - va séng
trung thyc véi Ngai, nhu mot ngudi chong hay
ngudi Vo trung thuc véi ngudi phdi ngau cua
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Vi tat ca nhimg diéu do trong tAm tri, hom
nay chung ta hdy dat Chtia Giésu 1én hang dau!
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With all that in mind, let’s put Jesus first today!
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Lay Chda, xin gidp con chon Chla trén hét
moli Su.

“Lord, help me to choose you above all else.”
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Chuyén ngix: Linh myc Phaolé Vit Buc Thanh, SDD.
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