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« The gospel is such good news, but sometimes | Tin mung la tin tot lanh, nhung d6i khi c¢6 vé %‘

2 it can seem too good to be true. Is it really | qua tét d¢ co thé 1a su that. Co thyc sy c6 thé | 2
%%‘ possible that God loves us so much that he sent | Thién Chla yéu thuong chung ta dén ndi Ngai %%(‘
9 his Son into the world? Is it true that in Jesus, | da sai Con Ngai dén thé gian khong? C6 ding %
X the eternal Word of God actually “became | la trong Chla Giésu, Ng0i Loi vinh cuu cua %
) « flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John | Thién Chua thuc sy “tré nén xac pham va & g&‘
= 1:14)? The author of 2 John wrote his letter to | gilra chung ta” (Ga 1,14) khong? Tac gia cua %
éj (b | address these very questions. thu thir 2 cua Gioan da viet thu ctia minh dé | & ®
s giai quyét nhitng cau hoi nay. I
& &y
S\ Mot s6 tin hitu da gy ra sw nham 13n khi phu QK
é‘)’j nhan rang Chiia Giésu thuc sy da dén trong xac gg%{
Bi:(‘ Some believers had stirred up confusion by | pham. Ngai c6 thé la mét vi Thay dao dic hodc | &3 (‘

%Q denying that Jesus had truly come in the flesh. | nha tién tri nhung khong phdi la Con Thién gg&
D@;i‘ He may have been a moral teacher or prophet | Chlia bing xuong bang thit. Gioan xac dinh @;i‘
: but not the Son of God in flesh and blood. John | nhitng ngudi phu nhan sy that vé Sy Nhap thé ?
%@ identifies people who denied the truth of the | 1a “ke phan Kit6” (2 Ga 7). Thuat ngit nay c6 %(‘
= Incarnation as the “antichrist” (2 John 7). This | thé goi 1én nhitng hinh anh an tuong cua |
% term may bring to mind dramatic Hollywood | Hollywood, nhung Kinh thanh c¢6 mot y nghia %
® & images, but Scripture has a precise meaning for | chinh xac cho “ké phan Klt_c“)”. buc Kitd th_at, %Ezi‘
= “antichrist.” The true Christ, God’s anointed | Pang dugc xurc dau cua Thién ChUa,‘Ié Thién %
(‘ one, is God in the flesh. He has come to be | Chia trong xac pham. Ngai da dén gan ching | ol (‘
/ close to us and to save us. The antichrist denies | ta va ciu chung ta. Ké phan Kitd phua nhan 5
% this. He deceives people by saying, “No, God | diéu nay. Han lira di moi ngudi bang cach ndi %
(‘ has not come to you!” rang, “Khong, Thién Chla khong dén véi cac é;&‘

& nguoi!” %
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?R Chuing ta khong phéiNdéu tranh véi mot sy cam @{’Qg
d (‘ do tuwong ty sa0? Moi ngay chung ta deu doi %%g‘
9 Don’t we struggle with a similar temptation? | mat véi cung mot loi n6i doi ma Gioan da dé $
= Every day we face the same lie that John | cap vao thé ky tha nhat: cam giac nghi ngo, %ﬁ
® (‘ addressed in the first century: that sense of | cam giac de bi ton thuong trong mot the gidi | s (‘
g doubt, that feeling of vulnerability in a world | den toi vi toi 161, o1 thi tham &m chi rang Chuda %
S « darkened by sin, that murmuring suggestion | khéng thuc sy yéu thuong ching ta. Loi noi %&‘
y

that God doesn’t really love us. This lie makes | dbi nay khién ching ta cam thiy an toan va o=
it feel safer and more sensible to think of Jesus | hop Iy hon khi nghi vé€ Chla Giésu nhu mét ?@%(‘
as a gifted rabbi rather than a divine Person. It | Thay Do Thai tai nang thay vi mdt Bang thanh. %a&
)
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seems more logical to view his words as just | C6 vé hop 1y hon khi xem 1oi ndi cia Ngai chi
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one variation among many other world | 1a mot bién thé trong sé nhiéu ton gido khéc g%&‘
% religions. But these seductive arguments are | trén thé gidi. Nhung nhirng lap luan qyyén i %
(‘ like the false teachings of the deceivers. They | nay giong nhu nhng loi day sai lam cua %‘
% both make God distant from us. nhitng ké lira ddi. Ca hai déu khién Chia xa | &
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s &‘ cach chdng ta. @g%&‘

%ﬁ‘ Nhung Chta khong xa cach! Chua Giésu %é%&‘
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L) But God is not far off! Jesus is more than a | khong chi la mét giao vién khon ngoan trong

X wise teacher from the past. He is God in the | qua kht. Ngai la Chla trong xac pham. Tin tot %
Qﬂ‘ flesh. The good news is true: he has taken on | lanh la su that: Ngai da mang lay ban chat cua %‘
g your nature, plunged it into death, and raised it | ban, dim n6 vao su chét va nang no lén bén | &

John testified that Jesus—the man they saw | Gioan da lam chung rang Chla Giésu - béng
and touched and ate with after he rose from the | ma ho da nhin thay, cham vao va dn uong sau %%%
) dead—was God incarnate. He is alive and he is | khi Ngai song lai tir cdi chet - la Chda nhéap %
6’5 still with you _toda_y. He knows your h_u_man the. Ngé‘i_vé_n, song va van ¢ bén ban ngé\y.hﬁm Qg’%g

o (‘ weakness and lives in you by the Holy Spirit. nay. Ngai biet sy yeu dudi cua con nguoi ban o (‘

qr
%‘ up to the right hand of God. Eyewitnesses like | htu Thién Chia. Nhirng nhan chung nhu ;fr%g‘
X8 :

& va sdng trong ban boi Chia Thanh Than. 2
L ‘ Re
? Jesus is close to you—and he will never leave | Chua Giésu ¢ gan ban - va Ngai sé khdng bao ?
65(‘ you. gio roi xa ban. %(‘
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& “Lord Jesus, I believe you are God in the flesh. | Lay Chua Giésu, con tin rang Chuda la Thién | &
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Lii lut dén va pha hay moi thé (Lc 17,27)

= The flood came and destroyed them all. (Luke 17:27) g’rg
L (- S L
A Stop right where you are! Hay dung lai!
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%gi‘ Some events in life have the potential to make | Mot sé su kién trong cudc séng co kha ning é’i&‘
us stop and take stock. The terrorist attacks of | khién ching ta dung lai va suy gdm. Vu khang %{

(‘ September 11, 2001, is one example. So is the | b5 ngay 11 thang 9 nim 2001 1a mot vi du. Pai | (‘

\dﬂ@ o

o= Covid pandemic _that began in 2020. Even | dich Covid bt diu vao nim 2020. Ngay ca | @=
(‘ personal events like the sudden death of a | nhiing sy kién ca nhan nhu cai chét dot ngot z&‘
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’Q loved one or the unexpected news of a friend’s | cua mot nguoi than yéu hoic tin bat ngo vé 3

divorce can catch us off guard and make us | vigc ly hon cia mot nguoi ban cé thé khién %%
stop and think about our lives. chiing ta mét canh giac va khién ching ta ding |
lai va suy nghi vé cudc sdng caa minh. c%(‘
0
Chung ta dang dén gan cudi nam phung vy, va g&%
trong thoi gian nay, Gido hoi chon cac bai doc fﬁ&
Kinh thanh ciing nhu vay dé thiic day ching ta ?
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We are approaching the end of the liturgical
year, and during this time, the Church chooses
Scripture readings that likewise move us to
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stop and take stock. That’s why we read
passages like today’s description of the “days
of Noah” (Luke 17:26)—passages that focus
on final judgment and the end of the world as
we know it. These readings can be jarring and
troubling, but they also invite us to ask difficult
questions: What is my ultimate purpose in life?
Am | pursuing that purpose with all the

dung lai va suy gam. Do 1a 1y do tai sao chiing
ta doc nhitng phan doan nhu mé ta ngay nay vé
“nhtng ngay cua No6-&” (Lc 17,26) - nhiing
phan doan tap trung vao su phéan xét cudi cling
va ngay tan thé nhu ching ta biét. Nhing bai
doc nay co thé gay kho chiu va ric rdi, nhung
chung cling moi chung ta dat ra nhitng cau hoi
khé: Muc dich cudi cung cua t6i trong cudc
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% resources at my disposal? song 1a gi? Toi c6 dang theo dudi muc dich d6 c?%i b
V6i tat ca cac ngudn lyuc c6 sin khdng?
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%%‘ _ _ _ | Muc tiéu cudi cung cua ban 1a & vinh vién voi %:%&‘
S Your ult_lmate goal is to spend et_ernlty with | Thién Chua, vi vay, that hop Iy khi ban chuan %
& God, so it m_akes sense to be preparing yours_elf bi cho thuc tai d6 mdi ngay: bing cach danh %
® Q for that reality every day: by spending quality | thi gian dic biét cho dan Chuia, bang cach tim Q&‘
Sy time among God’s people, by seeking him in | kj&m Ngai trong loi cau nguyén va dam minh %
=/ « prayer, and by immersing yourself in his word. trong 161 Ngai. Ban ciing ¢6 thé chuan bi bing L (‘

® : - .
7 You can also prepare by loving and caring for | .4.p yéu thuong va chim séc nhitng nguoi

G ¢
%@« other people, both those closest to you and | khac, ‘ca nhitg ngudi than thiét nhat véi ban ?@‘
%{& those you are sometimes tempted to hold at | 3 nhing ngudi ma doi khi ban muén gitt| 9

& arm’s length. Can people count on you each

day to show up and do your part, to do your

%@ very best and not just slide by? Because the
truth is, tomorrow is never guaranteed.

khoang céch. Moi nguoi ¢ thé tin tuong vao
ban mdi ngay dé xuat hién va lam phan viéc
cua ban, 1am hét siec minh cha khong chi luét
qua khdng? Boi vi su that la, ngay mai khong

:R bao gio dugc bao dam.
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, : Hay ldy mot goi y tir Tin ming hdm nay va

%Q Let’s take a cue from todays Gospel and stay tinh thic trong ngay. Nhiéu nguoi cam thay
alert during the day. Many people find it hita ich khi dat bao thire trén dian thoai hoac

helpful to set alarms on their phones or | 3o 'S5 <0 ¢4 e tren dietl oal 1192

65(‘ watches to remind them to take medicine or dong ho d& nhac ho ucng tuoc hogc thuc hign
)

make important phone calls. Maybe you can fﬁc dCVUtQIC‘ id;ﬁ]rl tr:iqa:j qu]J ar; tir\ciggﬁégolgenbarr%iﬁﬁ
set reminders to stop and lift your heart to the © dat fo1 hhdce de dung fa g long

Lord. Try giving yourself a wake-up call like ,I[ﬁn Xg' ghlﬁl I;a¥ntp tui kthr_ i?]?hcﬁﬁgz Hggél tlﬁhlé
this once a day: when the alarm sounds, offer © nay mol ngay mot fan. g v
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5(‘ whatever you’re doing to Jesu_s and ask hlm_to Chiia Cgliésu %é a::éuu’xiile N%éi é::r;]oag agn abriné tc rg %{%{(‘
9 make you more aware of his presence with hon v& su hian dian caa Naai Véi ban. Hav cau 3
5. | you. Ask him to show you where he is already xir?meéiuchfchoeb nun i%\l ‘iOd 3 ll‘my i?c %
© (‘ at work and what he might be inviting and v nhNgn i NGai cgthxom‘ig\?é tr:og ua*nvcr?o é&‘
st empowering you to do in this graced moment. ng gt Ng | Lo e inot ve ‘q ye &
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7 Lord, help me to live for eternity! . . 7
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