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%@ Hay nhan biét tinh thwong cia Pirc Kitd vwrot qué sw hiéu biét (Ep 3,19)
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= A way of knowing that “surpasses | Mot cach dé biét rang “vuot qua su hiéu biét”? C@&’R
ﬁﬂ‘ knowledge”? What is St. Paul talking about? Théanh Phaol6 dang ndi vé diéu gi? g%&‘
2 o
q R« Maybe this will help. Many languages make a | Co I& di€u nay sé hiru ich. Nhiéu ngon ngir %%(‘
) distinction between “knowing-that” and | phan biét gitra “bict rang” va “biet bang kinh %
RS “knowing-by-experience.” For instance, there’s | nghiém”. Vi du, CQ mot su khac biét 16n gitra %
® « a big difference between knowing that | viéc biét rang sét ton tai va bi sét danh. Hoac, %2&‘

Or, perhaps less dramatically, there’s a big | giita viéc biét thanh phan hoéa hoc cia kem va
difference between knowing the chemical | viéc thuong thirc huong vi ngot ngao diu dang | 7
composition of ice cream and enjoying the | cua no. %

taste of its velvety sweetness. %Egi‘

lightning exists and being struck by lightning. | c6 I€ it Kich tinh hon, ¢6 mét sy khac biét Ion %
O (‘
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Hay &p dung diéu nay vao doi §6ng tam linh ?@’;%{
cua ching ta. Chlng ta cd the bict mot so dieu & (‘
Let’s apply this to our spiritual lives. We can | vé Chla. Chdng ta biét rang Ngai yéu thuong | £
know some things about God. We know that he | mdi nguoi chling ta. Ching ta c6 thé doc diéu %%Q\i‘
loves each one of us. We can read it in the | @6 trong Kinh thanh hodc nghe giang trong | $
Scriptures or hear it preached at Mass. We also | Thanh 1&. Chung ta ciing biét rang Chua Kitd %ﬁ
know that Christ demonstrated his love by | dd chitng minh tinh yéu cua Ngai bang cach | (‘
dying for us. But God longs for us to know his | chét vi ching ta. Nhung Chiia mong muon %
love in a far deeper way, by experience. In | ching ta biét tinh yéu cta Ngai theo cach séu %&‘
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? today’s first reading, St. Paul invites us to do | sac hon nhiéu, thong qua kinh nghiém. Trong &
5(‘ just that—to personally enter into the love that | bai doc mét hom nay, Thanh Phaold moi goi ?f%%
© God has for us. chiing ta lam diéu d6 - dé dich than budc vao | %
& Q(‘ tinh yéu ma Chua danh cho ching ta. %«
’ ol

Vy chiing ta hdy lam diéu do! Trudc tién, hay %
So let’s do it! First, remember that God is the | nhé rang Chua 1a Dang kéu goi ban va dan dat | 52 (‘
One who calls you and leads you in prayer. He | ban trong 10i cau nguyén. Ngai dit mot khat ?
places a thirst to know him in your heart. So | khao muén biét Ngai vao long ban. Vi vay, %%(‘
step one is to ask him to fan into flame your | budc dau tién Ia cau xin Ngai thoi bung ngon %&
desire to experience his love. Ira khao khat duoc trai nghiém tinh yéu cua g%é%
S

Ngai trong ban. &

@7
Tiép theo, ching ta hdy xem xét mot sé su %@‘
phan ddi hodc do du ma ban cé thé cé. Ban c6 ?‘*‘
Next, let’s take a look at some objections or | nghi rang minh khéng xung déng dé bié't’tinh %%(‘
hesitations you might have. Do you think you | yéu cua Chua khong? Dicu do dung vei tat ca ﬁgx
don’t deserve to know God’s love? That’s true | chiing ta, nhung khong phai 1a rao can doi voi %
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of all of us, but it’s no obstacle to God! Are
you embarrassed about your sins and
shortcomings? Ask his forgiveness, set right
what you can, and know that God never refuses
his mercy. Have you had hurtful experiences
with human love? Those didn’t come from
God! In fact, they break his heart, especially
when he sees how the memory of those
X experiences can close your heart to his love.
ﬁﬁ‘ Do you think all you can get is a glimpse of
' Christ’s love? A glimpse is a good start, but
there’s always more.

@

God wants to overcome your objections so that
you can know his love in a way that goes
beyond mere knowledge. So take some time
today to open your heart, and let God show
you just how much he loves you.

B

=N
@
P

S,
»

“Lord, I know that you love me! Help me to
experience that love in a deeper way today.”
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Chda! Ban c6 xau ho vé toi 16i va khuyét diém
cua minh khong? Hay cau xin su tha thu cua
Ngai, stra chita nhitng gi ban c6 thé va biét
rang Chta khong bao gio tir chdi long thuong
X0t cuia Ngai. Ban da ting cO6 nhiing trai
nghiém ton thuong vai tinh yéu cia con ngudi
chua? Nhimg diéu d6 khong dén tir Chua! Trén
thuc té, ching 1am tan nat trai tim Ngai, dic
biét 1a khi Ngai thdy ky wac vé nhitng trai
nghiém do6 co thé dong chat trai tim ban truéc
tinh yéu cua Ngai. Ban co nghi rang tat ca
nhitng gi ban c6 thé c6 duoc chi 1a mot cai
nhin thoang qua vé tinh yéu caa Chia Kitd
khdng? Mot céi nhin thoang qua la mot khoi
dau tot, nhung ludn luén c6 nhiéu hon thé nira.

Chla mubn vuot qua nhitng su phan di cua
ban dé ban c6 thé biét tinh yéu cua Ngai theo
cach vuot ra ngoai kién thiuc don thuan. Vi
vay, hdy danh thoi gian hém nay dé mé long
minh va dé Chla cho ban thidy Ngai yéu ban
nhiéu nhu thé nao.

Lay Chua, con biét ring Chta yéu con! Xin
gilp con trai nghiém tinh yéu d6 mot cach sau
sac hon ngay hom nay.
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& Lc12,49-53  Luke 12:49-53 '

$ R« Anh em nghi rang Ta dén deé thiet 1ap hoa binh trén trai dat sao?
o)

i

Well, yes, as a matter of fact. Didn’t Isaiah
announce the coming of the “Prince of Peace”
(9:5)? Didn’t the angels sing, “Peace on earth”
on the night Jesus was born (see Luke 2:14)?
Of course he came to establish peace on earth!
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That may be true, but at the same time, the
aged Simeon prophesied that Jesus would be “a
sign that will be contradicted” (Luke 2:34). In
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Vang, vang, diéu d6 nhu mot diéu hién nhién.
Khong phai Isaia di thong bao vé sy xuat hién
cua “Hoang tir Hoa binh” (9,5) sao? Ching
phai cac thién than di hat “Binh an dudi dat”
vao dém Chua Giésu sinh ra (Lc 2,14) sao? Tét
nhién Ngai dén dé thiét 1ap hoa binh trén trai
dat!

Diéu d6 co thé dung, nhung dong thoi, cu gia
Siméon di néi tién tri rang Chia Giésu s& la
“mot ddu hiéu mau thudn” (Lc 2,34). Trén thuc
té, toan bo cude doi cdng khai caa Chua Giésu
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fact, Jesus’ entire public life seemed to be
marked by division and controversy. Pharisees
and Sadducees argued over him. The Jewish
Sanhedrin couldn’t come to agreement. Even
one of his close followers turned traitor on
him.

So is Jesus a source of peace? Or is he a source
of division? He’s both.

Jesus knows that not everyone will embrace his
message and the peace that comes with it. He
also knows that divisions will arise because of
this. On a grand scale, we have seen this in
religious conflicts around the globe. And on a
more intimate scale, we see this in many
families. On the one hand are those who have
accepted Jesus and the blessings of his
salvation. On the other hand are those who
have yet to embrace the salvation that Jesus
came to bring. At times, the differences can be
S0 strong as to cause conflict and separation.

Divisions may be inevitable, but they don’t
have to be permanent. That’s where you come
in. How will you respond when those divisions
manifest themselves at home?  With
compassion, prayer, and understanding? Or
with defensiveness, arguments, and
condemnation?

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because he came to
bring peace to our divided hearts. And as our
own divided hearts are healed, we learn how to
love as he loves and how to forgive as he
forgives. Only Jesus’ love and forgiveness can
bring unity.

You can make a difference. By staying close to
Jesus, who is your peace, you can be a force
for reconciliation. Never underestimate the
impact you can have!

duong nhu bi danh dau boi su chia ré va tranh
cdi. Nguoi Phariséu va nguoi Saddc tranh céi
vé Ngai. Thuong hoi ddng cua ngudi Do Thai
khong thé di dén thdng nhat. Ngay ca mot
trong nhiimg nguoi than can cta Ngai cling tro
thanh ke phan boi Ngai.

Vay Chtia Giésu ¢6 phai la nguon cua sy binh
an khdng? Hay Ngai la mot nguon gay chia ré?
Ngai la ca hai.

Chula Giésu biét rang khong phai ai ciing sé&
don nhan sir diép cua Ngai va sy binh an di
kém véi no. Ngai ciing biét rang sy chia ré sé
nay sinh vi diéu nay. O quy md 16n, ching ta
da thay diéu nay trong cac cudc xung dot ton
gido trén toan cau. Va & quy md nho hon,
ching ta thay diéu nay & nhiéu gia dinh. Mot
bén la nhitng ngudi da tin nhan Chua Giésu va
cac phudc lanh cua su cuu rdi cia Ngai. Mat
khac 1a nhitng ngudi van chua doén nhan on
ctru d6 ma Chua Giésu da dén dé mang lai. Doi
khi, su khac biét c6 thé manh d&én muc gay ra
xung dot va chia ré.

Sy chia r& co thé 1a diéu khong thé tranh khoi,
nhung ching khong nhat thiét phai ton tai vinh
vién. D6 1a noi ban buéc vao. Ban s& phan ang
nhu thé ndo khi nhiing sy chia ré do6 tu thé hién
& nha? Véi long tric an, loi cau nguyén va su
hiéu biét? Hay véi su phong thi, tranh luan va
Ién &n?

Chua Giésu la Hoang tir Hoa binh vi Ngai da
dén dé mang lai hoa binh cho nhitng tdm hon
bi chia ré& caa ching ta. Va khi tam hon chia r&
cua ching ta dugc chira lanh, chidng ta hoc
cach yéu nhu Ngai yéu va cach tha thr nhu
Ngai tha tha. Chi c6 tinh yéu va sy tha thir cua
Chua Giésu mai c6 thé mang lai sy hop nhét.

Ban c6 thé 1am nén diéu khac biét. Bang cach &
gan Chtia Giésu, Dang I1a sy binh an cua ban,
ban c6 thé tré thanh dong luc dé hoa giai.
Pung bao gio danh gia thip tic dong ma ban
c6 thé co!
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§X “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.” | Lay Chuda, xin lam cho con thanh céng cu binh
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