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Mang séng con nguoi khong dwec bao dam nho cia cai dau (Le 12,15)
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= Of all the tools we use to evaluate people, | Trong tat ca cac cong cu chdng ta sir dung dé cf;’%i
measuring them according to their wealth is | danh gia con nguoi, viéc danh gia ho theo su ﬂ‘

one of the more dehumanizing ones. We even | giau c6 cua ho la mot trong nhitng cong cu phi | 9

use terms like “net worth,” as if money equals | nhan tinh nhat. Chung ta tham chi con st dung %%
dignity! That’s how it was in Jesus’ day as | cac thuat ngit nhu "gia tri tai san rong", nhu thé g&‘

well, and that’s why he told this sobering | tién bac dong nghia véi pham gia! Do cling la %
parable. He wanted to shine a light on our | cAch ma Chua Giésu da lam vao thoi ctia Ngali, %2&‘
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o= misguided “possession obsession.” va d6 1a 1y do tai sao Ngai ké cau chuyén du g’q
= (‘ ngén dang suy gam nay. Ngai muon lam sang %“
S t6 "ndi am anh vé so hitu" sai l1am cua ching | 9=
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Nha van tam linh Cha Henri Nouwen da noi %
The spiritual writer Fr. Henri Nouwen had this | nhu the nay vé cach ching ta danh gid mol & (‘
to say about the way we value people based on | nguoi dua trén sy giau c6 cua ho: "Mién la | £
their wealth: “As long as we continue to live as | chliing ta tiép tuc song nhu thé ching ta la %@‘
if we are what we do, what we have, and what | nhitng gi ching ta lam, nhitng gi ching ta c6 | $
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65 other people think about us, we will remain | va nhimg gi nguoi khac nghi vé ching ta, %ﬁ
S (‘ filled with judgments, opinions, evaluations, | ching ta s& van day ray nhiing 16i phan xét, y | s, (‘

and condemnations. We will remain addicted | kién, ddnh gid va 1én an. Ching ta s& van %
to putting people and things in their ‘right’ | nghién viéc dat moi nguoi va moi thir vao ding g&‘
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p place” (Life of the Beloved). vi tri caa chiing” (Cudc song cia ngudi dugc | 2
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& Viéc danh gia moi nguoi theo sy giau co cua %
° (‘ Measuring people according to their wealth is | ho rat hap dan vi n6 don gian. Cac con so %&‘
é?g tempting because it’s simple. Numbers don’t | khong biet néi doi, vi vay, that dé dang dé su %
g (‘ lie, so it’s easy to use them as benchmarks of | dung ching lam chuan myc cua thanh cong. | = (‘
? success. It’s also tempting because we tend to | N6 cling hap dan vi chiing ta c6 xu hudng coi ?
4 R« equate wealth with happiness. But these | su giau c6 la hanh phuc. Nhung nhiing bién %%(‘
. measures actually degrade a person’s dignity. | phap nay thuc sy lam giam pham gia cua mot %
%%R It’s unfair to reduce anyone, rich or poor, to | nguoi. That khong cdng bang khi ha thap bat g%é%
S (‘ numbers and an inventory of possessions. That | ky ai, du giau hay ngheo, xuong thanh nhiing | g, E(‘
r: tells us nothing about their inner life: their | con so va danh muyc tai san. Diéu d6 khong cho | ¢
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« unique personality and gifts, their joys and | ching ta biet gi vé cudc song bén trong cua ho: E&‘
?‘*‘ hopes, their relationship with the Lord. tinh cach va tai ndng doc dao cua ho, niem vui ?‘*’
%75(‘ va hy vong caa hg, moi twong quan cua ho vai %%%(‘
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Jesus didn’t tell this parable to scold us.
Rather, he wants to show us the breadth and
depth of the life he created us for! He wants to
tell us that we have a dignity and worth that
can never be reduced to a balance sheet.
Created in his Father’s image, we have
priceless gifts like a fathomless intellect, a
vivid imagination, and an inherent ability to
recognize—and thirst for—his unfailing love.
When we grasp how great these gifts are, we
begin to value “the immeasurable riches of his
. . . kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians
2:7). And that kindness can bring us to our
knees in awe and gratitude and worship.
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Today, ask the Lord to help you see your true
worth and the worth of the people around you.
Ask him to help you become more “rich in
what matters to God” (Luke 12:21).
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“Jesus, please show me that you are my
greatest treasure!”
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Chua Giésu khong ké cau chuyén du ngdn nay
dé trach méang ching ta. Thay vao do, Ngai
mubn cho chdng ta thiy chiéu rong va chiéu
sau cua cudc sdng ma Ngai da tao ra ching ta!
Ngai mudn cho ching ta biét rang ching ta cé
pham gi4 va gia tri khong bao gid c6 thé bi
giam xudng thanh bang can d6i ké toan. Pugc
tao ra theo hinh anh cua Cha, ching ta c6
nhitng an hué v6 gia nhu tri tué vé han, tri
tuong tuong song dong va kha ning bam sinh
dé nhan ra - va khao khat - tinh yéu khéng bao
gio can kiét ciia Ngai. Khi ching ta hiéu duoc
nhitng an hué nay tuyét voi nhu thé nao, ching
ta bat dau tran trong “su giau c6 vo han cua
long nhén tir cia Ngai ddi véi chung ta trong
Chua Giésu Kit6” (Eph 2,7). Va long nhan tir
d6 c6 thé khién chang ta quy xuéng trong su
kinh sg, biét on va ton tho.
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Ngay hém nay, hdy cau xin Chda gidp ban
thiy duogc gi4 tri thyc sy cua minh va gia tri
cua nhitng ngudi xung quanh ban. Hay cau xin
Ngai giup ban tré6 nén “giau c6 hon trong
nhitng diéu quan trong d6i véi Thién Chiia”
(Lc 12,21).

Lay Chua Giésu, xin hay cho con thdy ring
Ngai la kho bau I6n nhat caa con!
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) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bic Thanh, SDD.
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