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Lc 12, 8-12 Luke 12:8-12
bung lo lang (Lc 12,11)
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Fr. Walter Ciszek (1904-1984) was a young
Jesuit priest who eagerly wanted to be a
missionary to Russia. He had heard Jesus’
promise that the Spirit would give him the
right words in times of persecution, but he also
did everything he could to prepare himself.
While in seminary, he got up at 4:30 a.m. to
run five miles or swim in an icy lake. One
Lent, he ate only bread and water!
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After his ordination in 1937, he was sent to
Poland, and from there he quietly entered the
Soviet Union. Finally, this was his chance to
show what he was made of!

i

L 2

That’s when his plans fell apart. In 1941, Fr.
Ciszek was arrested by the Soviet secret police
and subjected to relentless interrogation and
torture. All his preparation no doubt sustained
him for a time, but eventually, he came to the
end of his strength. He confessed to crimes he
had not committed just so the torture would
stop. He had failed. But the humiliation
surrounding his failure taught him a powerful
lesson:
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S R« Things suddenly seemed so very simple. There
$ was but a single vision, God, who was all in
%@A all. . .. God is in all things, sustains all things,
= (‘ directs all things. . . . | was freed thereby from

anxiety and worry, from every tension, and
could float serenely upon the tide of God’s
sustaining providence in perfect peace of soul.
(He Leadeth Me)

Cha Walter Ciszek (1904-1984) la mot linh
muc tré dong Tén, ngudi hdo hic muédn tro
thanh mot nha truyén gido ¢ Nga. Ngai da nghe
lo1 hira ctia Chda Giésu rang Chda Thanh Than
s& ban cho ngai nhitng 10i dung dan trong thoi
ky bi bach hai, nhung ngai ciing da lam moi
thtr co thé dé chuan bi cho ban than. Khi con &
chung vién, ngai thic day luc 4:30 sang dé
chay nam dim hoic boi trong moét hd nuéc
dong bang. Mot Mua Chay, ngai chi an banh
mi va nudc!
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Sau khi thu phong linh muc vao nam 1937,
ngai duoc giri dén Ba Lan, va tir ¢6 ngai lang
I& vao Lién Xo. Cubi cung, day 1a co hoi dé
ngai thé hién con nguoi that ciia minh!

D6 1a lac ké hoach cua ngai tan va. Nam 1941,
Cha Ciszek bi canh sat mat Lién X6 bét giit va
phai chiu sy tham van va tra tan khdng nging
nghi. Moi su chuan bi chic chin da giup ngai
duy tri dwoc mot thoi gian, nhung cudi cling,
ngai di dén gigi han cua sic lyc. Ngai di thu
nhan nhiing toi ac ma minh khéng pham phai
chi dé su tra tin chdm dat. Ngai da that bai.
Nhung sy si nhuc xung quanh that bai caa ngai
da day cho ngai mét bai hoc sau sic:

Moi thtr dot nhién c6 vé rat don gian. Chi co
mét vién twong duy nhat, Chia, 13 tat ca trong
moi thu. . . . Chda ¢ trong moi tha, duy tri moi
thi, chi dao moi thur. . . . Nho d6, toi dugc giai
thoat khoi su lo ling va phién muén, khoi moi
cang thang, va c6 thé troi di thanh than trén
dong nudc cua Su quan phong nang dd cua
Chda trong sy binh an tron ven cua tam hon.
(Ngai dan dit toi)
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Even his failure was covered by God’s grace!
Fr. Ciszek had finally accepted Jesus’ words:
“Do not worry” (Luke 12:11). Freed from
anxiety, he could accept whatever happened
and try to live out his vocation in every way he
could. He learned to trust that the Spirit would
give him the words he needed (12:12). He
knew that even if he should fail, the Spirit
would still support him. He didn’t have to
depend only on his preparations; he could
always trust in the Spirit.

May we also learn the “perfect peace of soul”
that Fr. Walter Ciszek knew!

“Holy Spirit, I trust you to take care of me in
every situation.”

Ngay ca su that bai cua ngai ciing duoc che
chd boi an sung cua Chaa! Cha Ciszek cudi
cung da chip nhan 10i cia Chta Giésu: "Dung
lo ling" (Lc 12,11). Puoc giai thoat khoi sy lo
ling, ngai cé thé chip nhan bat cu diéu gi xay
ra va c6 gang song theo on goi cua minh theo
moi céach c6 thé. Ngai hoc cach tin twéng rang
Chta Thanh Than s& ban cho ngai nhing loi
ngai can (12,12). Ngai biét rang ngay ca khi
ngai that bai, Chia Thanh Than van s& hd trg
ngai. Ngai khong phai chi phu thuéc vao su
chuan bi cua minh; ngai lubn co thé tin tuong
vao Chda Thanh Than.

Mong rang chung ta ciing hoc dugc "su binh an
tron ven cua tdm hon" ma Cha Walter Ciszek
da cam nghiém!

Lay Chia Thanh Than, con tin twéng Chia s&
cham soc con trong moi tinh huong.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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