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® Lc 11, 42-46 ~ Luke 11:42-46 %‘
%ﬁ‘ Cac nguoi ngp thue thap phan ve bac ha, vin hwong, va da thi rau cé (Lc 11,42) %%&‘
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§<§ When it comes to the practices of our faith, it | Khi néi deén cac thuc hanh duc tin cua ching é{’(i
% can be easy to derive a sense of security from | ta, chung ta c6 thé dé dang c6 dugc cam giac @
following “The Rules.” We might also use | an toan khi tuan theo "Cac quy tac”. Ching ta 9
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%&‘ those rules as a quick way to assess whether | cling c6 thé str dung cac quy tic d6 nhu mot %%&‘
o

) someone is a “good” Catholic. We might even | cach nhanh chong dé danh gid xem ai d6 c6 | ©
& use these rules as a checklist to determine if we | phai 1a nguoi Cong gidgo "tot" hay khong. %
are right with God. But such an approach risks | Chung ta thdm chi c6 the su dung cac quy tac %2&‘
draining the lifeblood from our practices. It | nay nhu mét danh sach kiém tra dé xac dinh (;R
risks reducing our relationship with the Lord to | xem chung ta c¢6 dang vai Chda hay khéng. %“
a set of obligations. And when that happens, | Nhung cach tiép can nhu vay c6 nguy co lam | 9=
the rules become a burden, not a way to | can kiét sicc séng tir cac thuc hanh cua ching %
freedom. ta. No c6 nguy co lam giam méi twong quan %&‘
cua ching ta véi QhUa thanh mot tap hqp cac %
nghia vu. Va khi dicu d6 xay ra, cac quy tac tré & (‘
thanh ganh nang, khéng phai 1a con duong dan

dén su tu do. %;%Q\i‘
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This seems to be the trap that ensnared the | Piy c6 vé la cai bay di bay nhimg ngudi %ﬁ
Pharisees and scribes whom Jesus addressed in | Phariséu va kinh su ma Chua Giésu da dé cap | (‘
today’s Gospel. He describes them as being | trong Tin mung hdm nay. Ngai mé ta ho la %
meticulous in following the rules about tithing | nhirng ngudi ti mi trong viéc tuan theo cac quy %&‘
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? but neglecting the underlying reason for those | tac vé viéc déng thap phan nhung lai bo qua ly | Z
5(‘ laws: “judgment” and “love for God” (Luke | do co ban cua nhing luat I¢ do: " phan xet" va %%%‘
© 11:42). By focusing on the details, they failed | "yéu Chua" (Lc 11,42). Bang céch tap trung |
&3 to recognize and proclaim God’s boundless | vao cac chi tiét, ho da khong nhan ra va tuyén %
® (‘ mercy for his people. They also failed to | bo long thuong x6t vo bién cua Chua doi voi %&‘

extend patience and compassion to the people. | dan Ngai. Ho ciing khéong thé kién nhan va %
thuong x6t moi nguoi. T (‘
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C6 lic ndo ban nhin manh cac quy tic hon 1a %«
Are there times when you have emphasized | loi kéu goi yéu thuong khong? Duc Giao %&
rules over the call to love? Pope Benedict XVI | hoang Benedict XVI dd néi vé diéu nay khi | &0
spoke about this when he said that instead of a | ngai ndi rang thay vi mét ganh ning, Chua gig(“
heavy burden, Jesus “offers us ‘his yoke,” the | Giésu “ban cho ching ta ‘ach ctia Ngai’, con C@ér%
way of the wisdom of the Gospel, which is | duong khon ngoan cta Phuc &m, khong phai la :&‘
neither a doctrine to be learned nor an ethical | mot hoc thuyét cin hoc hay mét hé thong dao | 9=
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system but rather a Person to follow” | d@c ma la mot Con Nguoi dé noi theo” (Budi %ﬁf%
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(Audience, December 7, 2011). That “Person” | tiép kién, ngay 7 thang 12 nim 2011). “Con @&
is Jesus, the One who offers us his life and who | Nguoi” d6 chinh la Chua Giésu, Pang ban cho %
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calls us to deepen that life within us through
the practices of our faith.

Of course, the habits and rhythms of faith are
important. Without them, our relationship with
the invisible God would descend to the level of
theory and speculation. But if you ever find
yourself just “ticking off a checklist” or
judging someone who doesn’t, perhaps that’s a
sign that you need to ask for a fresh outpouring
of the Spirit. Perhaps that’s a sign urging you
to go back to the heart of the gospel: justice
and the love of God.

“Jesus, help me never to reduce my
relationship with you to a matter of rules and
practices!”

ching ta sy séng cua Ngai va kéu goi ching ta
dao sau su song do bén trong ching ta thong
qua viéc thuc hanh duac tin cua minh.

Tat nhién, th6i quen va nhip diéu cua dbc tin
rat quan trong. Néu khong cé ching, mdi
twong quan cua chung ta véi Thién Chia vo
hinh s& di xudng mac ly thuyét va suy doan.
Nhung néu ban thay minh chi “danh du vao
mot danh sach kiém tra” hoic phan xét mot
ngudi khong 1am nhu vay, ¢6 18 d6 1a dau hiéu
cho thdy ban can cau xin mét su tudn d6 mai
ctia Chla Thanh Than. C6 & d6 1a dau hiéu
thic giuc ban quay tré lai véi cot 16i cua Tin
mung: cong ly va tinh yéu cuaa Thién Chua.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gilp con dung bao gio
thu hep moi tuong quan cua con véi Chua
thanh van dé vé cac quy tac va thuc hanh!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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