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Thir Sau, 6-9-2024. Nam B
Friday, September-6-2024. Year B
Tuan 22 Thwong Nién

Lc5,33-39 Luke 5:33-39
Khong ai do rwegu mai vao bau da cii (Lc 5,37)
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When wine is first pressed, it continues to
expand. In Jesus’ day, that meant it needed to
be kept in a supple, flexible wineskin so that it
had plenty of room to keep expanding. In a
similar way, the life in the Spirit that we
received at our Baptism is always new. It’s
always expanding and changing us—if we
remain flexible like that new wineskin.

One model of vibrant, “flexible” faith is
Blessed Olinto Marella (1882-1969). Born in
Venice, Italy, Marella entered the seminary as
a young man and was classmates with the
future Pope John XXIII. After his ordination in
1904, he began teaching in a local seminary. A
few years later, when another priest friend ran
into trouble for political activism, Fr. Marella
had pity and welcomed him into his home.
This “guilt by association” led the Church
authorities to suspend Marella from priestly
ministry for sixteen years.

Throughout this time, Fr. Marella was careful
not to let his heart become hardened by anger
or bitterness. He trusted that the Lord would
work out his plan over time—and he did. Fr.
Marella was rehabilitated in 1925 and took up
the humble work of a parish priest in Bologna.
There he treated the poor and needy with
extraordinary — compassion. Pope Francis
described him as a “pastor after Christ's heart”
and honored him for his courage and humility
(Angelus, October 4, 2020).

Khi ruou duoc ép lan dau tién, nd sé& tiép tuc
né ra. Vao thoi Chia Giésu, didu d6 c6 nghia
la n6 can phai duoc giir trong mot bau da mém
déo dé c6 nhiéu chd dé tiép tuc no ra. Tuong tu
nhu vay, doi séng trong Thanh Than ma ching
ta nhan duoc khi 1&nh nhan Bi tich Rua toi
ludn lubn méi mé. N6 lubn mao rong va thay
d6i ching ta - néu chdng ta van linh hoat nhu
bau da méi do.

Mot mau muyc vé dbc tin séng dong va “linh
hoat” la Chan phudc Olinto Marella (1882—
1969). Sinh ra ¢ Venice, Y, Marella vao ching
vién khi con tré va la ban cung lop véi Gido
hoang Gioan XXIII twong lai. Sau khi thu
phong nim 1904, ngai bat dau giang day tai
mot chung vién dia phuong. Vai nam sau, khi
mot ngudi ban linh myc khac gap rac rdi vi
hoat dong chinh tri, Cha Marella thuong hai va
don ngai vao nha minh. “Toi lién két” nay da
khién gido quyén Gido hoi dinh chi Marella
khoi chirc vu linh muc trong muoi sau nam.

Trong suét thoi gian nay, Fr. Marella can than
khong dé 1ong minh tré nén cang coi Vi gian
dir hay cay dang. Cha tin cdy rang Chla s&
thuc hién ké hoach ciia Ngai theo thoi gian - va
Ngai da lam nhu vay. Cha Marella dugc phuc
hoi vao nim 1925 va dam nhan cong viéc
khiém tén cua mét linh muc gido xt &
Bologna. O d6, ngai d6i xir voi ngudi nghéo va
ngudi thiéu thén bang 1ong tir bi phi thuong.
btc Thanh Cha Phanxic6 mo ta ngai la mot
“muc tir theo trai tim cua Chta Kit6” va tén
vinh ngai vi long ding cam va su khiém
nhuong cua ngai (Kinh Truyén Tin, ngay 4
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Cha Marella ciing thuc day nguoi khac ¢ duc
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Marella also spurred other people to deeper
faith and acts of mercy. And he did it in his
own unique way: he would sit on a stool at a
street corner, proclaiming God's love and
urging passersby to care for their suffering
brothers and sisters.

What a beautiful witness to a flexible heart that
kept expanding with the Lord! And what a
moving example for us to follow!

It can be easy to look at the Christian life as a
static set of doctrinal facts and historical
data—Ilike those old wineskins. But it’s so
much more than that! Jesus gave us his Spirit
to soften our hearts and open us up to serving
his people in ever new and creative ways. May
we all yield to the Spirit as freely as Fr.
Marella did!

“Jesus, help me to be always flexible and open
to the movements of your Spirit in my life!”

tin sau sic hon va nhimg hanh dong thuong
x6t. Va ngai da lam diéu do theo cach doc dao
cua riéng minh: ngai ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé
dau & mot goc phd, cong b tinh yéu caa Thién
Chua va kéu goi nhirng ngudi qua duong quan
tam dén nhiing anh chi em dang dau kho cua
ho.

That 12 mot chimg ta dep d& vé mot tam long
linh hoat lubn m¢é rong vai Chda! Va qua la
mot tim guong cam dong cho ching ta noi
theo!

C6 thé dé dang xem doi s6ng tin hitu nhu mot
tap hop tinh cac su kién giao ly va dir liéu lich
str - gidng nhu nhiing bau da cii ¢6. Nhung no
con nhiéu hon thé nira! Chua Giésu di ban cho
ching ta Thanh Than cia Ngai dé lam mém
long ching ta va mé 1ong ching ta ra dé phuc
vu dan Ngai theo nhitng cach thac mai mé va
séng tao hon bao gid hét. Cau mong tat ca
chung ta déu dau phuc Thanh Linh mét céch tu
do nhu Cha Marella da lam!

Lay Chda Giésu, xin gitp con ludn linh hoat va
c6i mé trude nhitng tac dong cua Thanh Than
Chua trong doi song con!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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