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St2,18-24 Genesis 2:18-24
Ngwoi nam song mot minh khong tot (St 2,18)
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This almost sounds like it could be the punch
line of a joke about men needing the gentle
guidance of women. But this reading is not just
about men. And while it’s often used in the
context of marriage, it’s not just about
marriage. It applies to all of us, married or
single, male or female. We need each other.
We have been made in the image and likeness
of our triune God, who is a communion of
persons. That means we need upbuilding
relationships with other people. It is simply
“not good” for us to be alone (Genesis 2:18).

Notice that even after Adam named all the
animals, none were found to be “the suitable
partner for the man” (Genesis 2:20). That’s
because we can only truly have “partnership”
with other human beings created in God’s
image and likeness. And that communion, like
the life of the Trinity, usually involves the
giving of ourselves. The Sacrament of
Marriage is a powerful sign of that love. But
it’s also on display in the relationships between
good friends, in volunteers who work together
to serve the poor, or in priests or religious
sisters and brothers who support one another in
the faith.

It’s not automatic, though. No one experiences
perfect communion with other people in this
life; we have to work on our relationships. We
have to keep inviting Jesus into them. So
today, take the next step toward the
communion that God made you for. Pray for
good friendships to come into your life. Pray,

too, that God would help you deepen the

Diéu ndy gan gidng nhu mot cau néi dua vé
viéc dan éng can sy hudng dan nhe nhang caa
phu nir. Nhung bai doc nay khéng chi danh cho
dan 6ng. Va mac du nd thuong dugc su dung
trong bdi canh hén nhan, nhung n6 khong chi
noi vé hon nhan. N6 ap dung cho tat ca ching
ta, du da két hon hay doc than, nam hay nit.
Ching ta can c6 nhau. Ching ta da duogc tao
dung theo hinh anh va giéng Thién Chua Ba
Ngoi, Pang hiép thong gitra cac nhan vi. Diéu
d6 c6 nghia 1a chung ta cin xay dung moi
trong quan Vvo&i nguoi khac. Pon gian la
“khong t6t” khi chiing ta & mot minh (St 2,18).

Hay luu y rang ngay ca sau khi Adam dit tén
cho tat ca cac loai dong vat, khdng co loai nao
dugc coi 1a “ban tinh phu hop véi con nguoi”
(St 2,20). D6 1a béi vi ching ta chi ¢6 thé thuc
su ¢6 “su hgp tac” véi nhitng con nguoi khac
duoc tao ra theo hinh anh va gidng Chua. Va
su hiép thong dé, gidng nhu doi séng ciia Chia
Ba Ngoi, thuong bao ham viéc hién dang chinh
minh. Bi tich H6n phéi la d4u hiéu manh mé&
cta tinh yéu d6. Nhung né ciing duoc thé hién
trong cac mdi twong quan giita nhimg nguoi
ban tdt, trong cac tinh nguyén vién lam viéc
cung nhau dé phuc vu nguoi nghéo, hoic trong
cac linh muc hodc cac tu si nam nit ho trg 1an
nhau trong duc tin.

Tuy nhién, n6 khéng ty dong. Khong ai trai
nghiém duoc su hiép thong hoan hao vai nguoi
khac trong cudc doi nay; ching ta phai nd luc
trén cac mdi lién hé cia minh. Ching ta phai
tiép tuc moi Chla Giésu vao trong ho. Vi vay,
hdm nay, hdy thuc hién budc tiép theo hudng
toi sy hiép thong ma Chua da tao dung nén
ban. Hay cau nguyén cho nhiing tinh ban tét
dep s& dén voi cudc song cua ban. Ciing hiy
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relationships you do have. Make it a priority to
spend time with them. Get to know the people
you’re serving with in your parish. Maybe you
7 Id reach meone wh ms alone.
% could reach out to someone who seems alone

cau nguyén dé Chua giGp ban 1am sau sac thém
nhitng mdi lién hé ma ban c6. Hiy wu tién
danh thoi gian cho ho. Tim hiéu nhimg ngudi
ban dang phuc vu trong gido xu cua ban. Coé 1€
ban cd thé lién hé véi mot nguoi co vé c¢o don.

Ngay ca khi ban cam thiy c6 don, hdy biét
rang ban khong bao gio ¢6 don. Pang di tao
dung ban dé lam diéu gi d6 tot dep hon ludn &
bén ban. Hay tin tuong rang Ngai s& xay dung

Even when you feel lonely, know that you’re
never alone. The One who made you for

X something more is always with you. Trust that
® « he will build the communion he desires for

& you. duoc su hiép théng ma Ngai mong muon danh | &
%%‘ cho ban. %:%&‘
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“Is it lawful?” some Pharisees quizzed Jesus, | “Diéu d6 c6 duoc phép khong?” mot s6 ngu~(‘ri S
hoping to trip him up (Mark 10:2). Everyone | Phariséu hoi Chla Giésu, hy vong s€ gai bay

knew Moses had allowed divorce; it was fairly
commonplace in Jewish society at the time.
But Jesus didn’t take their bait. Instead, he
redirected them to the Garden of Eden, to a
time before Moses, a time before sin entered
the world. “From the beginning of creation,
God made them male and female. . . . And the
two shall become one flesh” (Mark 10:6, 8; see

duoc Ngai (Mc 10, 2). Moi nguoi déu biét
Moisen dd cho phép ly di; nd kha phd bién
trong xa hoi Do Thai vao thoi diém d6. Nhung
Chtia Giésu da khong mac bay cua ho. Thay
vao d6, Ngai chuyén hudng ho dén Vuon Pia
Pang, dén thoi diém trudc Moisen, thoi diém
trugc khi toi 16i xAm nhap thé gisi. “Ngay tir
thuo tao dung, Thién Chua da tao dung nén ho
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Genesis 1:27). By focusing on what was
lawful, these Pharisees were asking the wrong
question. The real question was What did God

cO nam co nir... Va hai nguoi s€ trd thanh mot
xuong mot thit” (Mc 10, 6. 8; St 1, 27). Khi tap
trung vao nhitng gi hop phéap, nhitng nguoi
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@5« have in mind? Phariséu ndy da hoi sai c&u hoi. Cau hoi thc @%i(‘
%¢ su phai la Thién Chua cé y dinh gi? 3
& ‘ 9 | &
s (‘ , , , bieu tu nhién la suy nghi thi€n can va muon c6 %‘
@"Q It’s r}atural to think smal.l a{ld wan’t spec1ﬁcs: thong tin chi tiét cy thé: diéu gi duoc phép va ?R
(‘ what’s allowed and what isn’t, Wh9 s right and | 43, gi khong duogc phép, ai diing ai sai. Nhung %(‘
9 who’s wrong. But Jesus wanted his opponents | Chja Giésu muén céc ddi thu cua minh nghixa | 9
X to think bigger, to see God’s huge, g_lorious hon, dé nhin thdy ké hoach vi dai va vinh %
® (‘ plan—and he wants to do the same thing for quang caa Thién Chla - va Ngai cling mudn %&‘
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God’s intention for marriage is so much greater

Y dinh cua Thién Chta danh cho hén nhan I6n
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than doing right and avoiding wrong. hon nhiéu so véi viéc 1am ding va tranh diéu %&‘
g sai. q
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= It’s about creative, faithful, self-giving love. | Pg 1a vé tinh yéu sang tao, chung thuy, hién C?%K
u%« It’s about God knitting together a man and | than. D6 1a vé viéc Thién Chua két hop nguoi ﬂ‘
q&& woman who are both in need of grace. It’s | nam va nguoi nit trong an sing. D6 1a phan $

%ﬁ‘ about reflecting the image of God: revealing | anh hinh anh caa Thién Chda: boc 16 tinh yéu c@%&‘
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© his perfect love through the everyday, | tron ven cua Ngai qua tinh yéu vg chong S
R imperfegt love_of a hu_sband and W_ife. An_d it’s | khong hoan hao ha'lrng ngay. Va d6 1a mot cua %
LS « a beautiful window into the loving, faithful | s§ tuyét dep ddn dén mdi quan hé yéu thuong, %‘
? relationship that God desires to have with | chung thay ma Thién Chda mong muén c6 | &
N is chi o O &
¢ | cveryone of his children. duoc voi mdi nguoi con cua Ngai. ﬂ‘
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& JGestJ; wan}s 0 Igt our et>}/les tobt ggr_eatnessoo dau. Kinh nghiém cua ching ta vé tinh yéu gg%g
@ | Gods plan from the —beginning. OUT | 000 gia dinh s& khong phil hop véi Iy tuong ®
O experiences of family love will fall short of | 5., 3 12 ra Al T O
as his ideal Il si nay vi tat ca ching ta deu la ti nhan. Nhung g%q
%ﬂi%(‘ ¢ 'S.'.dea beca_use We are all sinners. _BUt ogr gia dinh chiing ta van c6 thé tot dep va ton vinh @
§€S families can still be beautiful and glorify God. Thién Chua. Ngay ca nhitng cudc hon nhan ric |

& Even troubled marriages and fractured families

= (‘ can still bej windows into ’God’s love. As dén tinh yéu thuong cia Thién Chua. ~Nhuf qua
g%q through stained glaSS, GOd S ld()Vre] can Strl]11 kinh mau’ tinh yéu cua Thién Chia Yén Pé thé g,%q
D@;i‘ shine through us and point toward the one who chiéu sang qua ching ta va huéng v& Péng da gzi‘
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() God” (Mark 10:27). Vi Thién Chaa” (Mc 10, 27). %%(‘
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