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L=\
G?R “Jesus, my Savior, I believe that you are the “La}{ Chuta Giésu, Déng Cuu Bo6 cua con, con Cf?%%
@‘ power and wisdom of God. But it can be so | tin rang Chua la quyén nang va sy khon ngoan ﬂ‘

hard to understand what this means. Many | cua Thién Chta. Nhung c6 thé rat kho dé hiéu | 9

%&‘ times, the way you show your power and | diéu ndy c6 nghia 13 gi. Nhiéu khi, cach Chda %%&‘
o

) wisdom doesn’t make much sense to me. thé hién sac manh va su khdn ngoan cia minh )
& khdng co6 nhiéu y nghia doi vai con”. q

: L

? “You are the omnipotent Creator of the | “Chla la Pang Tao Hoa toan ning cua vil tru. | &
X . . . Y N %%i
e (‘ universe. So why did you come to us as a | Vay tai sao Chla lai dén véi ching con nhu (‘
?: helpless infant? When | think of you, born in | mot dira tré so' sinh bat luc? Khi con nghi vé ?‘
%ﬂ%« such a humble setting, dependent on Mary and | Chua, sinh ra trong mét khung canh khiém ton, %%(‘
@é Joseph, you don’t seem so powerful. But as I | 1€ thuéc vao Me Maria va Thanh Giuse, Chla %[i

& look with the perspective of the Holy Spirit, 1 | ¢c6 vé khong manh mé cho lim. Nhung khi Sé%g

- « see how much you love us. You wanted to | nhin dué6i gbc do cia Chla Thanh Than, con & (‘

= share every aspect of our human nature, the | thay Chua yéu thuong chung con bict bao. @,3

@%« laugher and the tears, the hard work and the | ChGa muén chia sé moi Ighia canh cua ban chat ?@%&‘

%s& weariness, the  satisfaction and  the | con nguoi ching con, tiéng cuoi va nuéc mat, |

% disappointment. In your wisdom, you showed | c6ng Vviéc kho khan va mét moi, sy hai long va %(‘
S

S us what it looks like to be a fully human son of | that vong. Bang su khon ngoan cua minh, Chua -
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5« “Lay Ch(ia, mét s diéu Chia noi ban dau déi %@(‘
© “Lord, some of the things you said didn’t make | v&i con khdng c6 nhiéu y nghia. Yéu ké thu va | S

% much sense to me at first. Is it really wise to | dwa ma bén kia cho ngudi danh minh c6 thyuc %
(‘ love my enemies and turn the other cheek | su la khdn ngoan khdng? C6 thuc su khéng c6 é&‘
i

o= toward someone who strikes me? Is there | gidi han vé s6 lan Chlia mong doi con tha thi %
= | really no limit to the number of times you | cho nguoi da lam sai v6i con khong? Nhung | ()
? expect me to forgive someone who wrongs | bay gid con thay rang ddy chinh 1a cach Chaa ?
q R(‘ me? But now | see that this is how you loved | da yéu thuong chiung con tir thap gia, ngay ca %%(‘
. us from the cross, even when we were your | khi chdng con la ké thu cia Chua. Pay la cach %i
= enemies. This is how you forgive me, by | Chida tha thir cho con, bang céch thé hién su %
® (‘ showing patience with all my mistakes and | kién nhan voi moi I6i 1am va toi 16i caa con. %tj (‘
é{’R sins. The wisdom of your teachings lived out— | Su khon ngoan trong nhirng 161 day cua Chia %
« most directly through your suffering, death, | d@ duoc thé hién - truc tiép nhat qua su dau ﬂ‘
9 and resurrection—shows your Father’s power | kh, cai chét va sy phuc sinh cua Chta - cho | &

to overcome evil. thdy quyén ning cua Chua Cha trong viéc %é%(‘
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“When I look at the wars and violence in the
world around me, Jesus, | wonder why you
don’t intervene with your power to set
everything right. | ask myself how you can
bring anything good out of the prejudice,
greed, and exploitation that ravage your
people. But I am coming to understand that it’s
when | see with your eyes that | can start to
make sense out of it all. Even when I don’t
understand now, | know that all my questions
will one day be answered. You have the power
to bring good out of everything, even woe. And
in your wisdom, you will do it.”

“Lord, I place my trust in your tenacious and
overwhelming love for me.”

“Lay Chua Giésu, khi con nhin vao chién tranh
va bao lyc trén thé giéi xung quanh con, con t
hoi tai sao Chda khong can thiép bang quyén
ning ctia minh dé giai quyét moi viéc on thoa.
Con tu hoi 1am thé nao Chua c6 thé mang lai
diéu gi tot dep tir nhirng thanh kién, long tham
va su bdc 16t dang tan pha con dan cua Chua.
Nhung con dan hiéu rang chi khi con nhin tan
mat Chia, con mai c6 thé bat dau hiéu duoc tat
ca. Ngay ca khi bay gio con khong hiéu, con
biét ring mot ngay nao d6 moi cau hoi caa con
s€ duogc giai dap. Chua c6 kha nang mang lai
diéu tét dep tir moi thir, tham chi ca tai hoa. Va
v6i su khon ngoan cua minh, Chia sé lam
duoc diéu d6.”

Lay Chaa, con dt niém tin vao tinh yéu bén bi
va tran ngap caa Chda danh cho con.

Mt 25, 1-13 Matthew 25:1-13
Niam nguwoi Kho dai (Mt 25,2)

Jesus calls the five virgins in this parable
“foolish,” but it’s not the only time he uses that
word to describe someone. In his parable of the
rich fool, Jesus tells of a man who builds a
larger barn to store his extra grain, only to die
suddenly and leave it all behind (Luke 12:16-
21). And at the end of his Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus says that anyone who listens to
his words but does not act on them is “like a
fool who built his house on sand” (Matthew

7:26).

The biblical authors used the words “fool,”
“foolish,” and “folly” quite often, especially in
the Wisdom literature, where “fools” are often
contrasted with those who are wise. As one
proverb puts it, “Those who trust in themselves
are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are
safe” (Proverbs 28:26).

The people in the parables above clearly lacked

Chla Giésu goi nam c6 dong trinh trong du
ngdn nay la “dai dot”, nhung day khong phai la
lan duy nhat Ngai ding tir ¢6 dé mo ta ai do.
Trong du ngdn vé nguoi giau kho dai, Chua
Giésu ké vé mot nguoi dan ong xay mot vya
lGa 16n hon dé dy trir lwong thuc du thira cua
minh, nhung rdi dot ngot qua doi va bo lai tat
ca (Lc 12,16-21). Va & cubi Bai giang trén ndi,
Chua Giésu néi rang ai nghe 1o6i Ngai ma
khong lam theo thi “nhu ké dai xay nha trén
cat” (Mt 7,26).

Céc tac gia Kinh thanh da su dung cac tir “ngu
xuan”, “dai dot” va “kho dai” kha thuong
xuyén, dac biét la trong van chuong Khon
ngoan, noi ma “nhitng ké ngu xuan” thudng
duoc dbi chiéu véi nhitg ngudi khon ngoan.
Nhu moét cau cham ngdén da noéi: “Ké tu tin la
ngu dai, nhung ai budc theo sy khdn ngoan thi
duoc an toan” (Cn 28,26).

Nhiing nguoi trong cac du ngbn trén rd rang
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the wisdom to anticipate the consequences of
their choices. That’s why Jesus told these
stories: he wanted us to know how important it
is that we consider the full spiritual impact of
our decisions.

God doesn’t want us to go through life like
these “foolish” people. Our free will allows us
to make a myriad of choices. But we should
make every important decision with our eyes
open, testing it against our ultimate goal in life:
to please the Lord and to abide in him, both
now and forever. When we do that, we are
acting wisely, not foolishly.

Are you facing a decision right now? If so, ask
yourself, “Will this choice bring me closer to
God? Will it help me get to heaven?” We can’t
predict the future, and there’s no guarantee that
we will always make the right choice. But the
more we think about the spiritual consequences

thiéu su khon ngoan dé ludng truéc nhitng hau
qua cua nhiing lya chon cua ho. D6 1a 1y do tai
sa0 Chla Giésu ké nhitng cau chuyén nay:
Ngai mudn ching ta biét tim quan trong cua
viéc xem xét toan bo tac dong thiéng liéng cua
céc quyét dinh cua minh.

Chua khong mudn chidng ta trai qua cudc doi
nhu nhitng nguoi “dai dot” nay. Y chi tu do
cua ching ta cho phép ching ta thuc hién vo sb
lua chon. Nhung chung ta nén dwa ra moi
quyét dinh quan trong véi d6i mit mé to, thir
nghiém né véi muc dich cudi cling caa ching
ta trong cudc song: 1a 1am hai long Chia va &
trong Ngai, ca bay gio va mai méai. Khi ching
ta lam diéu 4o, ching ta dang hanh dong mot
cach khon ngoan, chtr khéng ngu ngdc.

Ban dang phai d6i mat véi mot quyét dinh
ngay bay gio? Néu vay, hdy tu hoi: “Liéu sy
lya chon nay co dwa toi dén gan Thién Chua
hon khong? N6 c6 giup to6i Ién thién dang
khong?” Chung ta khong thé du doan twong lai
va khdng c6 gi bao dam rang ching ta s& ludn
dua ra lya chon ding dan. Nhung cang nghi vé
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of our decisions, the more likely we will end
up like the five wise virgins: ready to greet the
Lord whenever he comes.

&
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nhirng hau qua thiéng liéng caa cac quyét dinh
cua minh, ching ta cang cé thé s& giong nhu
ndm cd trinh nit khdn ngoan: san sang chao
don Chua bat cir khi nao Ngai dén.
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g (‘ “Lord, give me the wisdom to consider all my | Lay Chua, xin ban cho con sy khon ngoan dé %iﬁ (‘
s can nhac moi su lua chon cua con trong tam tri

choices with you in mind.”
Chua.
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