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« Of all the charges that Jesus makes against the | Trong tat ca nhing cao bugc Chua Giésu dua ﬂ‘
Pharisees and scribes in today’s Gospel, | ra chong lai nhimg nguoi Phariséu va cc luat |

Vi
ﬁ’ﬁ% locking up the kingdom of heaven might be the | si trong Tin Mung hém nay, viéc khéa ctra %%
) « most serious. Jesus had begun his public | Nuoc Troi c6 thé la nghiém trong nhat. Chua g&‘
Ky ministry by announcing, “Repent, for the | Giésu da bat dau st vu cong khai cia minh %%
gﬁ‘ kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). | bang viéc loan béo: “Hay sam hoi vi Nugc Troi %‘
= He came to earth to usher in God’s kingdom | da den gan” (Mt 3,2). Ngai dén the gian dé mo é}”?
e (‘ and to open the gates of heaven to all who | ra vuong quoc cua Thién Chia va mo cira thién ﬁ%(‘
D= believe. But by their rejection of him, these | dang cho tit ca nhimng ai tin tuéng. Nhung do | 9=
%« scribes and Pharisees were both locking | tir chéi Ngai, nhiing kinh su va nguoi Phariséu fﬁ}%«
§Q¥ themselves out of that kingdom and preventing | nay déu tu nhot minh ra khoi vuong quoc do %&
& others from entering it as well (23:13). va ngan can nhimng ngudi khac ciing vao do %
L (] (23,13). =0

Through our Baptism, we have already A

@%« received the gift of the kingdom of heaven—a | Qua Bi tich Rua tdi, ching ta da nhan duoc ?@%1‘
%s& kingdom of love, mercy, peace, and joy. Yet | hong 4n Nudc Troi — vuong qudc cua tinh yéu, | $

%‘% how many times have we in some way |long thuong xo6t, binh an va niém vui. Tuy %(‘
S

© “locked” ourselves out or been hesitant to enter | nhién, da bao nhiéu lan chiing ta “nh6t” minh 6

% it? This can happen in a number of different | bén ngoai hodc do dy khi budc vao d6? bieu %
qi‘ ways. nay co thé xay ra theo mot so6 cach khac nhau. @

2 )
5(‘ Vi dy, ching ta ¢ thé lam tuéng rang minh %%

© For example, we might falsely think we aren’t | kh6ng xting dang budc vao vuong qudc. CO | S

% worthy of entering the kingdom. Maybe we | thé ching ta tin rang nhitng toi Iéi trong qua %
(‘ believe that our past sins or way of life | khir hoac 16i song cua ching ta khién ching ta é&‘

g disqualify us, even when we’ve received | khong du tiéu chuan, ngay ca khi ching ta da %
g (‘ absolution for those sins in Confession. Or | nhan dugc on xa giai cho nhing téi 161 do o (‘
? maybe we are still struggling to overcome a | trong Bi tich Hoa gidi. Hodc c6 thé ching ta ?
q R(‘ pattern of sin, even though we continue to ask | van dang c¢6 gang vuot qua khuén mau toi loi, %%(‘
. for the Lord’s help and grace. mac du chdng ta van tiép tuc cau xin su giup %
@’Q(‘ dd va an sung cua Chua. %%
) . . S
é{'Q Another way we can “lock” ourselves out of | Mot cach khac dé chung ta co6 thé “khoa” minh %
« God’s kingdom is to get so caught up in | khoi vuong quoc cia Thién Chda la bi cuon ﬂ‘
9 worldly pleasures and concerns that this world | vao nhiing thi vui va méi quan tam tran tuc | 9

becomes the kingdom we inhabit most of the | dén muc thé giGi nay tré thanh vwong qudc ma %é%(‘
time. That could lead us to neglect our daily | chiing ta thuong xuyén sinh song. Biéu d6 co @é
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time with the Lord or even to skip Mass at | thé khién ching ta bo bé thoi gian hiang ngay
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(‘ times. As a result, we end up missing the | vgi Chua hodc thdm chi déi khi bé Thanh IE. %&‘
% opportunity to receive the mercy, grace, and | Két qua 1a chung ta danh mat co hoi nhan duoc %
(‘ nourishment that we need to live as citizens of | long thuong x6t, an sung va su nudi dudng ma %‘
A heaven. ching ta can dé song véi tu cach 1a cong dan | &
&

x &‘ thién dang. é%@
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Many of the Pharisees and scribes missed out | Nhiéu ngudi Phariséu va cac kinh su da bo 15 %«
=) on the invitation that Jesus was offering them | 16i moi ma Chua Giésu dua ra dé budc vao %
@v

o

S to enter into the new kingdom he was | vuong qudc méi ma Ngai dang khai mé. %
® « inaugurating. But you don’t have to. Every day | Nhung ban khong can phdi lam vay. Moi ngay %‘
= you face the choice of whether you will | ban phai doi mat VQi su lya chon liéu ban cé é?”(i
% embrace God’s kingdom and its values. Let’s | don nhan vuong quoc cua Chua va cac gia tri %&‘
? make sure we “unlock” any doors of our hearts | cua n6 hay khong. Hay chac chan rang ching ?

d R« that we may have closed and say yes to the | ta “m¢& khoa” bat ky canh cua nao trong tam %%%
) Lord! hon ma ching ta co thé da dong lai va thua %
% vang véi Chaa! %(‘
by . . . ®
g% “Lord, I want to live in your heavenly | Lay Chda, con muon song trong vuong quoc @%
! (‘ kingdom, now and forever.” thién dang cua Chda bay gio va mai mai. & «
9 $

& &7
L &
G L
& &
%%%« %%(‘
90 ‘ =0
“5(‘ ] Nguoén: the word among us %(‘
. Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD. ®

@\@%

i%‘ji‘
20
Ha
20

V'

I
=
d

@ﬁa@%\

- B
2
J

a-@(l@\cp )

P
@ Oy ‘ﬁ VY
(
L

CN= <
L

@) =Ea @
A

8 L
& a8 88 a8 a8 68 R 6 R 88 a8 8 88 68 8 88 68, &
R0 R 1R 2R R g By Ky By By By By By g By By By 1y



