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& Eph4,1-7.11-13  Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 ) %
® « Nho d6, dan thanh dwegc chuan bi dé lam cong viéc phuc vu, la xay dwng than the Puc Kitd %‘

G (Eph 4,12) & =
s e

p St. Matthew is unique among the Twelve. He’s | Thanh Matthéu 1a nguoi duy nhat trong Nhom &
%%‘ the only one who was an apostle, an evangelist, | Mudi Hai. Ngai 1a nguoi duy nhat vira 13 tong %%%
$ and a martyr. The most popular tradition holds | ¢, nha truyén gido, vira la vi tir dao. Truyén %
X that he was put to death on the orders of the | thdng phd bién nhat cho rang ngai da bi xu tir %
) « king of Ethiopia. With such a lofty résumé, it | theo I¢nh cua vua Ethiopia. V6i mot ban ly lich %‘
g would be easy for us to think of him as some | cao quy nhu vay, chiung ta dé dang nghi vé %
L « kind of superhero whom we “ordinary” | ngai nhu mot loai siéu anh hung nao d6 ma (‘
?’ Christians could never imitate. nhitng tin hitu “binh thudng” khong bao gio co ?‘
%ﬂ%« thé bat chude dugc. %%(‘
%{& But that’s not what today’s first reading tells %Zi

)
& us. We should all consider ourselves one of the | Nhung d6 khong phai 1a diéu ma bai doc 1 gg%{
g « “holy ones” who has been equipped “for the | hdm nay néi véi ching ta. T4t ca ching ta nén B (‘
’%g work of ministry” and for the great task of | coi minh Ia mét trong nhirng “thanh nhan” da g%q
%‘ “building up the Body of Christ” (Ephesians | dugc trang bi “cho cong viéc phuc vu” va cho g&‘

? 4:12). Just as everything changed for Matthew | nhiém vu vi dai 1a “gdy dung Than Thé Buc Z
%@ when Jesus called him away from his tax- | Kitd” (Eph 4,12). Giong nhu moi thir da thay %(‘
. collecting post, so everything changed for us | doi doi véi Matthéu khi Chua Giésu goi ngai | %
% when we were baptized and filled with the | roi khoi tram thu thue, [noi thr cling thay_dé\i %
$$ Holy Spirit. déi vsi ching ta khi chiing ta dwoc rira ti va %Ezi‘
& tran day Thanh Than. &
B &
9 You have been set apart for God’s work, and | Ban di duoc biét riéng cho cong viéc cua | 9

g
%« you have a vital role to play in his kingdom. | Thién Chua va ban c6 mot vai tro quan trong C%(‘
You don’t need extraordinary talent; you just | trong vuong quoc cia Ngai. Ban khong can tai é’:;i

e need to work with the gifts God has already | ning phi thuong; ban chi can lam viéc voi %
%fj (‘ given you. Perhaps you have a compassionate | nhitng an sung Chua da ban cho ban. C9 € ban %fj (‘
éf{R nature; go ahead and reach out to that person | ¢4 ban chat tur bi; hay tiep tuc va lién hé véi §"’<§
(‘ who is feeling down or alone. Maybe all the | nguoi dang cam thay chan nan hoac c6 don. C6 @‘
$ division and violence in the world breaks your | thé tat ca sy chia ré va bao luc trén thé gioi lam | 9
S heart; become an intercessor who devotes a | tan nat trai tim ban; tré thanh moét nguoi %ﬁ
= (‘ half hour each day praying for God’s peace to | chuyén cau danh nta gio méi ngay dé cau ® (‘
g triumph. nguyén cho su binh an cia Chua chién thang. %
il .

Khi ton vinh Thanh Matthéu hom nay, hay nho g
As you honor St. Matthew today, remember | rang gira nhing phép la day an tuong va ?@%(‘
that between the dramatic miracles and | nhiing cudc hanh trinh truyén gido, ciing c6 %&S
)
90

missionary journeys, there were also periods of | nhitng khoang thoi gian tham ling cau nguyén
&, & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & &3
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quiet prayer and humble acts of service—and
times of discouragement and struggle. He
might have even had to work a side job in
order to support himself and his mission.
During those times, his life was probably a
good deal like yours. And if his life was like
yours, there’s no reason why your life can’t
become more and more like his!

“Jesus, show me how I can use my gifts and
talents to build up your kingdom.”

va nhirng hanh dong phuc vu khiém nhuong -
cling nhu nhitng lGc chan nan va dau tranh.
Ngai tham chi c6 thé phai 1am mot cong viéc
phu dé hd tro ban than va s& ménh caa minh.
Trong khoang thoi gian dé, cudc séng cua ngai
c6 I& ciing t6t dep nhu ban. Va néu cudc sdng
cua ngai giéng nhu cua ban thi khdng c6 ly do
gi cudc sdng cua ban khong thé ngay cang
gidng ngai hon!

Lay Chua Giésu, xin chi cho con cach sur dung
nhitng an sung va tai nang cia minh d¢ xay
dung vuong quoc cua Ngai.
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’%g Ngai ndi véi anh ta “Hay theo ta” (Mt 9,9)
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As he traveled from place to place ministering
to people, Jesus one day passed by a customs
post. There he saw Matthew collecting taxes.
But instead of seeing a man most respectable
Jews would avoid, he saw a would-be disciple.

Matthew knew who this rabbi was, but he was
keenly aware of the distance between himself
and God, so he dismissed any thoughts of Jesus
from his mind. How shocked he must have
been, then, when Jesus walked right up to him,
looked him in the eye, and said, “Follow me”
(Matthew 9:9)! In an instant, the distance
between Matthew and God had disappeared.
From then on, he would faithfully follow Jesus.

On this feast day of St. Matthew, remember
this scene and take courage from it: you do not
have to prove yourself before saying yes to the
Lord! When Jesus calls you, all you have to do
is respond as Matthew did: “Yes, I will follow
you.” Whatever you need, you will learn on the
way. The Lord in his goodness will supply
whatever you are lacking.

Khi di tir noi nady dén noi khac dé phuc vu
nguoi ta, mot ngay no, Chua Giésu di ngang
qua mot tram thué. O d6, Ngai thdy Matthéu
dang thu thué. Nhung thay vi nhin thdy mot
ngudi ma nguoi Do Thai dang kinh nhat s&
tranh xa, Ngai lai nhin thdy mot mén dé twong
lai.

Matthéu biét giao si Do Théi nay 1a ai, nhung
6ng nhan thic sau sic vé khoang cach giita
minh va Thién Chua, vi vay dng gat bo moi y
nghi vé Chla Giésu ra khoi tdm tri minh. Chéc
han 6ng da vo cung sitng sét khi Chia Giésu
bude dén gan ong, nhin thing vao mat 6ng va
noi: “Hay theo ta” (Mt 9,9)! Ngay lap tuac,
khoang céch gitra Matthéu va Chua di bién
méat. T d6 trd di, ong trung thanh di theo Chua
Giésu.

Vao ngay Ié Thanh Matthéu nay, hay nhé lai
canh twong nay va can dam 1én: ban khong can
phai ching to ban than trudc khi noi loi xin
vang véi Chua! Khi Chia Giésu goi ban, tat ca
nhitng gi ban phai lam la dap lai nhu Matthéu
da 1am: “Vang, con sé& theo Thay.” Bat ct diéu
gi ban can, ban s& hoc duoc trén duong di.
Chua trong 10ng t6t cua Ngai s& cung cap bat
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Notice that once he committed himself to
Jesus, Matthew didn’t waste any time. He
immediately connected his friends to Jesus
(Matthew 9:10), and he continued doing so as
an apostle and evangelist. After Jesus’
resurrection, he ministered to his fellow Jews
in Judea; later, tradition holds, he preached the
gospel in Ethiopia and Persia. Eventually he
was martyred, but the Gospel that bears his
name continues to live on in the Church and in
the hearts of countless followers down through
the centuries.

Just as he did for Matthew, Jesus calls people
before their lives are changed. As he told the
Pharisees who objected that day, “I did not
come to call the righteous but sinners”
(Matthew 9:13).

So imagine Jesus passing by your home,
classroom, or work site today. He stops and
calls you to follow him. Don’t worry if you
think you aren’t worthy to be his disciple;
recommit yourself to him just as you are. Then
trust that Jesus will give you all that you need
to be his faithful follower.

ctr diéu gi ban dang thiéu.

Hay luu ¥ rang mot khi d3 phé minh cho Chaa
Giésu, Matthéu khong lang phi thoi gian. Ong
ngay lap tic két ndi nhirng ngudi ban cua minh
Vv6i Chia Giésu (Mt 9,10), va ong tiép tuc lam
nhu vay voi tu cach 1a mot tong do va nha
truyén giéo. Sau khi Chta Giésu song lai, 6ng
phuc vu nhitng ngudi Do Thai ddng bao cua
minh & Giudéa; sau d6, theo truyén thong, dng
da rao giang Tin mung ¢ Ethiopia va Ba Tu.
Cudi cung, 6ng di tir vi dao, nhung Tin Mimng
mang tén dng van tiép tuc ton tai trong Gido
hoi va trong tréi tim caa vo s tin d6 qua nhiéu
thé ky.

Nhu da lam vai Matthéu, Chua Giésu kéu goi
moi ngudi trude khi cudc sdng caa ho thay doi.
Nhu Ngai da néi voi nhiing ngudi Phariséu da
phan d6i ngay hom d6, “Ta dén khdng phai dé
kéu goi nguoi cong chinh ma goi nhitng ngudi
toi 16i” (Mt 9,13).

Vi vay, hdy tuong tugng hdm nay Chda Giésu
di ngang qua nha, 16p hoc hoac noi lam viéc
cua ban. Ngai dung lai va goi ban di theo Ngai.
Pung lo ling néu ban nghi minh khong xing
dang lam mon dé cua Ngai; hdy gigi thiéu ban
th&n véi Ngai nhu ban dang 1a. Sau do, hay tin
rang Chiia Giésu s& ban cho ban tat ca nhiing
gi ban can dé tré thanh mon dé trung thanh cua
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“Jesus, I say yes to your call today.” Lay Chaa Giésu, hom nay con xin thua vang é,:si

Gg%(‘ trudc 16i moi goi cua Chua. %{ (‘
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