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Chua Nhat, 18-8-2024. Nam B
Sunday, August-18-2024. Year B
Tuan 20 Thwong Nién

John 6:51-58 Ga 6, 51-58

Minh ta that 14 ciia dn, mau ta that 14 cia udng (Ga 6,55)
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In 1975, while traveling to Saigon, Vietnamese
Bishop Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan was
arrested and thrown into prison. His family
sent him a bottle labeled “medicine,” which
was actually wine, as well as some hosts
broken into small pieces. With these essentials,
he shared the power of Jesus in the Eucharist
with his fellow prisoners:

“The six Catholics in my group of fifty
prisoners . . . slept close together in order to be
able to pray during the night. At nine-thirty
every evening . . . , | bent over my wooden
board and celebrated Mass, by heart of course,
and distributed Communion to my neighbors
under their mosquito nets. We made tiny bags
from cigarette paper to protect the Blessed
Sacrament.

“Every week there was an indoctrination
session. . . . My Catholic companions took
advantage of the break to pass around the
Blessed Sacrament to other groups. Jesus
Christ was at work, curing physical and mental
suffering. Many of the others who had lost
their faith came back during those days.

Nam 1975, khi di vao Sai Gon, Bic Giam muc
ngudi Viét Nam Phanxico Xavier Nguyén Vin
Thuan bj bt va téng vao tu. Gia dinh ngai guri
cho ngai mot chai c6 nhan “thudc”, thuc chat 1a
ruou vang, cing véi mot sé banh thanh duoc
chia thanh ting miéng nho. Véi nhing diéu
thiét yéu nay, ngai da chia sé quyén ning cua
Chua Giésu trong Bi tich Thanh Thé voi céc
ban tu caa minh:

“Sau nguoi Cong gido trong nhdm ndm muoi
t nhan cua t6i. . . Ngu gan nhau dé cé thé cau
nguyén subt dém. Vao luc chin gid ba muoi
mdi t6i..., Toi cli xudng tim van gb ciia minh
va ct hanh Thénh 1& thudc 1ong, tit nhién, va
trao Minh Thanh Chula cho nhirg nguoi hang
x6m cua t6i dudi man chéng mudi cua ho.
Chung t6i l1am nhiing chiéc tai nho tir gidy
thudc 14 dé bao vé Minh Thanh Chua.

“Hang tuan déu c6 mot budi truyén gido...
Nhitng nguoi dong dao Cong gido cua toi da
tan dung thoi gian nghi giai lao dé chuyén
Minh Thanh Chula cho cac nhém khéc. Chla
Giésu Kitoé da hanh dong dé chira lanh nhiing
dau kho vé thé xac va tinh than. Nhiéu nguoi
khac dd mat niém tin da quay tré lai trong
nhitg ngay do.
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& R(‘ “At night, the prisoners took turns and spent | “Vao ban dém, cdc tu nhan thay phién nhau %«
® time in Adoration. The Blessed Sacrament | chau Thanh Thé. Bi tich Thanh Thé da gitip d& éi
= helped tremendously. Even Buddhists and | rat nhiéu. Ngay ca nhitng nguoi theo dao Phat %ﬁ
S (‘ other non-Christians were converted. The | va nhiing nguoi khong theo dao Thién chla | g (‘
é{’R strength of the love of Jesus is irresistible. The | khac ciing duogc tro lai. Stc 7manh tinh yéu cua %?%
« darkness of the prison turned into light, the | Chia Giésu that khong the cudng lai duoc. ﬂ‘
9 seed germinated silently in the storm. Béng t6i nguc tu bién thanh anh sang, hat | 9
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“I spent nine years in solitary confinement, and | “T6i da bi biét giam chin nam, va trong thoi
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(‘ during that time 1 said Mass every day at three | gian d6 t6i cir hanh Thanh 1& mdi ngay vao lic %&‘
% o’clock, the hour of Jesus’ death on the cross. . | ba gio, gio Chlia Giésu chét trén thap gia... Bo %
(‘ .. They were the most beautiful Masses of my | 14 nhitng Thanh 1& dep nhat trong doi t6i.” %‘
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%ji‘ life.” (The Road to Hope) (Con duong hy vong) %@‘
? Sau muoi ba nam ngéi tu, Duc Gidam muc ?
QC

After thirteen years in prison, Bishop Nguyen | Nguyén Van Thuan dugc tra ty do. Dugc %%(‘
) Van Thuan was released. Named a cardinal in | phong Hong Y nam 2001, ngai qua doi mot %
&

, 2001, he died a year later. All his life, Jesus in | naim sau d6. Trong subt cudc doi cua minh, %
® the Eucharist was his “true food” and “true | Chua Giésu trong Bi tich Thanh Thé 1a “cta an %‘
Vi
@’
(Ga 6:55). Xin Chia Thanh Thé luén Ia cua %:%&‘
g ching ta! ?
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o “Jesus, Bread from Heaven, nourish and | Lay Chla Giésu, Banh tir troi, xin nu6i dudng %

sustain me all the days of my life!” va nang d& con moi ngay trong doi con! Qf;%(‘
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= drink” (John 6:55). May the Eucharistic Lord | dich thuc” va “dd udng dich thuc” cta ngai
@‘ always be ours as well!
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Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD. i’@qi‘
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