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Thr Sau, 16-8-2024. Nam B
Friday, August-16-2024. Year B
Tuan 19 Thwong Nién

Mt 19, 3-12 Matthew 19:3-12
Tir ban dau... (Mt 19,8)
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Question: What’s the difference between a
good lawyer and a great lawyer? Answer: A
good lawyer knows the law. A great lawyer
knows the judge.

In a way, this joke illustrates the difference
between Jesus and the Pharisees who question
him in today’s reading. These Pharisees come
to Jesus with a legal question: “Is it lawful for
a man to divorce his wife?” (Matthew 19:3).
But Jesus, who knows the Judge—his heavenly
Father—inside and out, answers from a
completely different angle: “From the
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and
female’” (19:4).

Jesus’ questioners wanted to know the limits of
the Law—how far a person could go before he
broke the rules governing a marriage contract.
Jesus, on the other hand, brought them back to
the very “beginning,” before laws were even
necessary. Before sin entered the world, there
was only the way of love. This way was all
about the mutual self-giving at the heart of
marriage, not penalties and judgments or rules
and regulations. There was only the desire
between a man and a woman to share their
whole selves with each other: spiritually,
emotionally, and physically.

Like the Pharisees in today’s reading, we live
in a world focused on laws and how far we can
stretch their limits: How fast is too fast on the
highway? How creatively can you bend the tax
code? Is it okay if it’s just a venial sin? But

Cau hoi: Su khac biét gitra mot luat su gioi va
mot luat su tuyét voi la gi? Tra loi: Luat su gioi
1a nguoi biét luat. Mot luat su tuyét voi biét vi
tham phan.

Theo moét cach nao do, cau chuyén cuodi nay
minh hoa su khac biét gitra Chia Giésu va
nhitng nguoi Phariséu chat van Ngai trong bai
doc hém nay. Nhitng ngudi Phariséu nay dén
gap Chua Giésu vai mot cau hoi phép ly:
“Nguoi dan ong c6 dugc phép ly di vg minh
khong?” (Mt 19,3). Nhung Chua Giésu, Dang
biét r& Dang Tham Phan - Cha trén troi cua
Ngai - tur trong ra ngoai, tra loi tr mot goc do
hoan toan khac: “Ngay tir dau, Pang Tao Hoa
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‘da lam nén ho c6 nam c6 ntr’” (19,4).

Nhitng nguoi chat van Chia Giésu muon biét
giéi han cua Luat phap - mot nguoi co thé di
xa dén muc nao truéc khi vi pham nhitng quy
dinh vé& hop dong hon nhan. Mat khac, Chua
Giésu da dua ho tror lai “ban dau”, tham chi
trugc khi luat phap tro nén can thiét. Trudce khi
t6i 16i vao thé gian, chi cé con duong tinh yéu.
Céach nay hoan toan huéng téi sy ty hién cho
nhau ¢ trong tdm cua hon nhéan, chi khong
phai nhirng hinh phat va phan xét hay cac quy
tic va quy dinh. Giita mot ngudi dan 6ng va
mot nguoi phu nir chi c6 mong mudn chia sé
toan bo con ngudi ho véi nhau: vé tinh than,
tinh cam va thé ly.

Gidng nhu nhitng ngudi Phariséu trong bai doc
hdm nay, ching ta séng trong maot thé gioi tap
trung vao luat phap va ching ta c6 thé mo rong
giéi han cua chung dén muc nao: Toc do trén
duong cao toc 1a bao nhiéu? Ban c6 thé bé
cong ma s6 thué mot céch sang tao nhu thé
nao? C6 6n khong néu do6 chi 1a mot toi nhe?
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Jesus is calling us to ask other, deeper
questions: What is the most loving way | can
relate to this person? Will these words I'm
about to say reflect the humility of the Lord?
How is this situation inviting me to take up my
cross and serve as Jesus served? If we can
focus on these questions, chances are we’ll end
up upholding the law much better than if we
focus only on legalities.

From the beginning. From the heart of God.
From the wood of the cross. Make these your
starting points and your end goals. Not only
will your decisions become more pleasing to
God; they will also win more people over to
love the Lord and to give him their hearts.

“Jesus, teach me how to make love my aim in
all that I do.”

Nhung Chtia Giésu dang kéu goi chung ta hoi
nhing cau hoi khéc sau sac hon: Cach thirc yéu
thurong nhat ma toi co thé lién hé véi nguoi
nay la gi? Liéu nhitng loi t6i sip n6i nay co
phan anh sy khiém nhuwong cia Chda khéng?
Tinh hudng nay moi goi tdi véc thap gia cua
minh va phuc vu nhu Chaa Giésu da phuc vu
nhu thé nao? Néu chiing ta cd thé tap trung vao
nhitng cau hoi nay, rit c6 thé ching ta s& tuan
thi luat phép tot hon nhidu so véi viéc chi tap
trung vao tinh hop phap.

Tur dau. Tir tréi tim caa Chla. Tir g cua cay
thanh gia. Hay bién nhimng diéu nay thanh diém
khéi dau va muc tiéu cudi cung cuia ban.
Khéng nhitng nhitng quyét dinh cua ban sg tro
nén dep long Chua hon; ching ciing sé thu
phuc duoc nhiéu nguoi hon dé yéu mén Chua
va dang hién tam 16ng cho Ngai.

Lay Chuta Giésu, xin day con cach lay tinh yéu
lam muc tiéu trong moi viéc con lam.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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