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Friday, September-13-2024. Year B
Tuan 23 Thuwong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh Gioan Chrysostom, Giam muc, TS HT

1Cor 9, 16-19. 22-27

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-27

Téi da tré nén tat ca cho mei nguoi (1Cor 9,22)
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Has this ever happened to you? You’re facing a
hard decision, and you don’t know which way
to go, when all of a sudden, you remember a
friend’s sage piece of advice from long ago. At
that moment, everything makes sense, and you
know what your decision should be. Not only
that, but any anxiety or fear you were feeling
dissipates, and a sense of peace and confidence
washes over you instead. Amazed and grateful,
you breathe a word of thanks to the Holy
Spirit, both for your friend from so long ago
and for reminding you of his words at just the
right time.

This is one way we can understand St. Paul’s
words in today’s first reading. When he tells
the Corinthians about his desire to “become all
things to all,” Paul is not only referring to his
practice of adapting his preaching to fit his
audience. He is also speaking about all the
friendships he has made as he preached the
gospel from place to place (1 Corinthians
9:22). Paul did not just arrive, deliver a
message, and depart. He developed
relationships with people. He shared stories
about his own experiences of Jesus, and he
listened to their stories. Even after he left, he
continued to stay in touch through his letters. It
was obvious that he deeply loved his friends—
and that they loved him. And in the end, it was
that love that brought them to Christ.

Here is how Pope Francis explains Paul’s
approach:

Diéu nay c6 bao gio xay ra véi ban chua? Ban
dang phai doi mat véi mot quyét dinh khé khin
va khong biét phai di theo con duong nao thi
dot nhién, ban nhg dén loi khuyén thong thai
ciia mot nguoi ban tir 1au. Vao thoi diém do,
moi thir déu cé y nghia va ban biét quyét dinh
ctia minh nén nhu thé ndo. Khdng chi vay, moi
lo lang hay s¢ hdi ma ban dang cam thay déu
tan bién, thay vao dé 1a cam giac binh an va tu
tin tran ngap trong ban. Ngac nhién va biét on,
ban tho ra mot 161 cam on Chaa Thanh Than,
danh cho ngudi ban caa ban tir 1au va da nhac
nhé ban vé nhitng 161 cia anh iy vao dung thoi
diém.

Pay 1a mot cach chdng ta c6 thé hiéu nhitng 1oi
cta Thanh Phaol6 trong bai doc mdt hém nay.
Khi ndi véi nguoi Corintd vé mong mudn “try
nén moi sy cho Moi nguoi”, Phaolé khong chi
dé cap dén viéc ong diéu chinh loi giang cua
minh cho phl hop voi khan gia. Ong ciing
dang noi vé tat ca nhitng tinh ban ma ong da co
duoc khi rao giang Tin mung tir noi nay dén
noi khac (1Cor 9,22). Phaold khong chi dén,
dua ra mot thong diép rdi roi di. Ong da phat
trien moi twong quan véi moi nguoi. Ong da
chia sé nhiing cau chuyén vé trai nghiém cua
chinh minh véi Chda Giésu va 6ng di liang
nghe nhitng cdu chuyén cuaa ho. Ngay ca sau
khi 6ng roi di, ng van tiép tuc git lién lac qua
nhitng 14 thu ctia minh. RG rang la 6ng rat yéu
ban bé minh - va ho ciing yéu 6ng. Va cudi
cung, chinh tinh yéu d6 da dua ho dén véi
Chua Kitb.

bay la cach buc Thanh Cha Phanxico giai
thich céch tiép can caa Thanh Phaolb:
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“Today, as the Church seeks to experience a
profound missionary renewal, there is a kind of
preaching which falls to each of us as a daily
responsibility. It has to do with bringing the
Gospel to the people we meet, whether they be
our neighbors or complete strangers. This is
the informal preaching which takes place in the
middle of a conversation, something along the
lines of what a missionary does when visiting a
home” (Evangelii Gaudium, 127).

Perhaps another way to put this is to say that
you can’t just tell someone about God’s love.
You have to show it to them as well. And even
then, it’s up to the Holy Spirit to use you and
your words in whatever way he sees fit. All
you need to focus on is the call to love.

“Come, Holy Spirit, and help me spread the
love of Christ wherever I go.”

“Ngay nay, khi Gido hdi tim cach trai nghiém
mot cudc ddi méi truyén gido sau sic, c6 mot
loai rao giang ma modi nguoi ching ta phai
ganh chiu nhu mot tréch nhiém hang ngay. N6
lién quan dén viéc mang Tin Mimg dén Vi
nhirng ngudi ching ta gap, cho du ho la hang
X0m hay nhirng nguoi hoan toan xa la. Pay la
viéc rao giang than mat dién ra gitra cuoc tro
chuyén, giéng nhu nhitng gi mot nha truyén
gido lam khi dén thim mot gia dinh”
(Evangelii Gaudium, 127).

C6 18 mot cach khac dé dién dat diéu nay la
ban khong thé chi néi vai ai d6 vé tinh yéu cua
Chua. Ban ciing phai cho ho xem. Va tham chi
sau d6, Chua Thanh Than s& sir dung ban va loi
noi ctia ban theo bat ky cach nao Ngai thay phi
hop. T4t ca nhitng gi ban can tap trung vao la
101 kéu goi tinh yéu.

Lay Chda Thanh Than, xin hdy dén va gilp
con truyén ba tinh yéu Chua Kitd bat cir noi
nao con di.

Lc 6, 39-42 Luke 6:39-42

Sao anh thay céi rac trong con mit cia ngwdi anh em, ma cai xa trong con mat caa chinh

minh thi lai khéng dé y t6i? (Lc 6, 41)

Having read this verse, are you tempted to
check the mirror for your own ‘“wooden
beam”? We all have one—or maybe two or
three. Maybe it’s bitterness, resentment, or a
grudge. Maybe it’s a critical spirit or a natural
bent toward negativity. No matter what it is,
it’s weighty. And Jesus says that if we don’t
recognize that plank in our own eye, we really
shouldn’t try to remove the “splinter” in
someone else’s eye.

Why? Because Jesus wants us to be able to
bless each other, but it’s hard to do that when
our vision is obstructed by our sin—or by a

Sau khi doc cau nay, ban c6 muébn soi guong
dé tim “cai xa” cua chinh minh khong? Tt ca
chung ta déu c6 mot - hoic co thé 1a hai hoic
ba. C6 thé d6 1a su cay ding, phan uat hozc thu
han. C6 thé d6 1a tinh than phé phéan hozc thién
hudng tiéu cuc. Bat ké no 1a gi, nd rat quan
trong. Va Chla Giésu néi rang néu ching ta
khong nhan ra ci xa dé trong mét minh, chiing
ta thuc sy khéng nén cb gang loai bo “cai rac”
trong mét nguoi khac.

Tai sao? Boi vi Chlia Giésu muén ching ta c6
thé dem lai hanh phuc cho nhau, nhung that
kho dé 1am diéu d6 khi tim nhin cia ching ta
bi che khuat bai toi 16i cua ching ta - hodc do
thiéu y thac vé toi 16i cia minh. Va vi vy
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lack of awareness of our sin. And so he tells us | Ngai bao chung ta loai bé bat cu thir gi c6 the | S
% (‘ to remove whatever may be getting in our way. | can tré ching ta. CE% (‘
9 Doi khi didu d6 duong nhu la khong thé. %
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%« That might seem impossible at times. But the | Nhung Chua Thanh Than, Dang biet r6 ban %@‘
Holy Spirit, who knows you through and | tng ngay, c6 the giup ban g& bé nhiing cai xa | $
¢&5. | through, can help you remove your wooden | ciia minh, ngay ca khi chang c6 vé dac biét %
® ¢ beams, even if they seem especially heavy. | ndng. Doi khi Ngai s& khien nhimg tia sang d6 %‘
{sy | Sometimes he will bring those beams into | Iro nén nhe nhom trong ngay cua ban. Hoac &
@‘ sharp relief during your day. Or he might help | Ngai c6 thé gilp ban nhan ra xu huéng tiéu ﬂ‘
you recognize some negative tendency in the | Cuc nao do trong cach ban lién hé véi moi %
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%%‘ way you relate to people and give you clarity | ngudoi va cho ban bi€t ro ban can Ngai gitp do ﬂ‘
o

) on where you need his help to change. dé thay doi ¢ dau. %
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gq So if you notice times that you’re being overly | 442 Chl t{ ich ,hOaC, thlel~J klgn nhan, ‘hay dlfa %
Q| critical or impatient, take it to the Lord. Ask diéu d6 dén véi Chua. Hay cau xin Thanh Than o
= the Spirit to help you remove that beam as you | 91Up ban loai bo tia sing do khi ban ngoi yén ho
%ﬂ% sit quietly in prayer. Listen for thoughts that | 1219 cau nguyén. Lang nghe nhing suy nghi %%(‘
§$ help you understand why you might be | 91UP ban hiéu tai sao ban c6 thé suy nghi hoac %[i

K thinking or acting that way. Jot down those | hanh dong theo cach do. Ghi lai nhiing suy éi%{
{0 | thoughts and ask the Spirit to help you correct | nghi d6 va cau xin Thanh Than gidp ban sira o (]
iz them. Maybe discuss them with a trusted friend | €hung. CO the thao luan ching véi mét nguoi a=
BEQ | o even bring them to Confession. Do whatever ban dang tin cy hoac tham chi dua ching den @;i‘
90 you think will help you remove that wooden | 08 gial toi. Hay lam bat ctr diéu gi ban nghi s& |
s beam. gilp ban loai bo cai xa do. %
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7 Néu Thién Chia cho ban thiy mot tia sang, |

7 @

g _ c Y L , A

D%l‘ If God shows you a beam, he will help you to Nr?f}[' S¢ %'Epvb‘ag,loﬁl o IT ?\Ith‘go cag?] l;h'cg,l¢ g@‘
remove it in the most encouraging way | "4t CO the. Va do fa cach INgal muon ban dap | S
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5(‘ possible. And that’s how he wants you to Lar:él((;thbjatntPnk"]llrI](‘);ha)r/nﬁ%I ra(i trc:irlg mat‘ IHE;]I;; %%%‘
) respond when you see a splinter in another | . "~ ot fam 1o g -on glup €0 nguo |
% person’s eye. A heart that wants to help others :a,mh()t ﬁ{ su.ngli:‘ua (}thue(lj,hn’hunlgl‘no ql k? m \;lol %
® | is a blessing from the Lord, but it comes with | Irach nhiém: nhin nhu Chda nhin va yéu nhu é&‘
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g responsibility: to see as he sees and to love as Chia yeu. %
= he loves. Lay Chda Thanh Thdn, xin logi bo cai xa trong | =4
2 / h de 5 thé xay d 2
7 mat ) 2 con co thé xa n 7
& “Holy Spirit, remove the beam in my eye today thgnct?l’; Zgz);)dochﬁ%y ¢ ¢ xay Gung %
® « so that I might build up the body of Christ.” ' é&‘
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