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L& Kinh Thanh Lawrence, Pho té, Tir dao
Tuan 18 Thwong Nién

2Cor 9, 6-10 2 Corinthians 9:6-10
Al gieo nhieu thi gat nhieu (2Cor 9,6)

St. Lawrence (AD 225-258), whose feast we
celebrate today, certainly understood what it
meant to sow bountifully (2 Corinthians 9:6).

Appointed as a deacon by Pope Sixtus Il, he
was condemned to death by the Roman
emperor Valerian, along with all bishops,
priests, and deacons. It’s said that the emperor
offered to spare him if he would turn over all
the wealth of the Church.

Lawrence, who had been entrusted with
managing the Church’s treasury, agreed to this
demand. But he understood that the Church’s
real treasure consisted in the lives of every
believer. So instead of doing as the emperor
asked, he gave as much of the Church’s wealth
as he could to the needy. Then he presented
these same people to Valerian as the “true

Thanh Lorensd (225-258 sau Cong Nguyeén),
vi ma chiing ta mung kinh hdm nay, chac chan
hiéu y nghia cta viéc gieo nhiéu (2Cor 9,6).

DPuoc Gido hoang Sixtus Il b6 nhiém lam phé
té, 6ng bi hoang dé La Ma Valerian két an tir
hinh, cling voi tat ca cac giam muc, linh muc
va pho té. Nguoi ta néi rang hoang dé da d¢
nghi tha cho dng néu dng giao nop toan bo tai
san cia Giao hoi.

Lorensd, nguoi dugc giao quan ly tai san cua
Gido hoi, da dong y véi yéu cau nay. Nhung
ngai hiéu rang kho tang thuc su cua Gido hoi
nam & mang song cia moi tin hitu. Vi vay, thay
vi 1am theo yéu cau cua hoang dé, ong da trao
hét tai san cia Gido hoi cho nhing nguoi
nghéo kho. Sau dé, éng gidi thiéu nhimg ngudi
nay voi vua Valerian nhu nhitng “kho bau thyuc
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b6 1a mot bude di tao bao va Lorensd da phai
tra gia bang mang song cua minh. Nhung 6ng
cho chung ta thay diéu quan trong vé kho bau
thuc su cua ching ta la gi va chdng ta nén st
dung né nhu thé nao. Ngai day ching ta coi
cudc soéng cua ching ta trén thé gigi nay nhu
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It was a gutsy move, and Lawrence paid for it
with his life. But he shows us something
(‘ important about what our treasure really is and
how we should use it. He teaches us to see our
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life in this world as a treasure. But it’s a
treasure we are meant to give away, not hold
on to. Each of us has a storehouse of blessings
that God has given us. We have our individual
talents and strengths. We have our material
belongings. And we have the gift of each new
day, with all the potential for love and service
that it brings. These are the treasures God
wants us to share as generously as we can.

mot kho bau. Nhung do 1a kho bau ma chung
ta mudn cho di chir khong phai gii lai. Moi
chung ta déu c6 mot kho tang phuéc lanh ma
Chua da ban cho minh. Ching ta c6 tai nang va
suc manh riéng cua minh. Chung ta c6 cua cai
vat chat. Va chling ta c6 mén qua ciia mdi ngay
méi, voi tat ca tiém nang tinh yéu va sy phuc
vu ma né mang lai. Pay la nhitng kho bau ma
Chua mudn chlng ta chia s¢ mot cach quang
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@ Everyone’s treasure is different. And “sowing | Kho bau cua moi nguoi 1a khac nhau. Va “gieo @g‘
% bountifully” will mean something different for | nhicu” s€ c6 y nghia khac nhau doi véi moi C?%K
&‘ each person. So ask the Lord how he is calling | nguoi. Vi vay, hdy hoi Chia xem Ngai dang ﬂ‘
Z you to be generous in sharing yourself with the | moi goi ban quang dai chia s¢ ban than vdi ?
% people around you. Know that as you do, you | nhitng nguoi xung quanh nhu thé nao. Hay biét %%(‘
L) will reap bountifully, just as Lawrence did. rang khi lam nhu vy, ban s& gat hai dugc boi %
%ﬁ‘ thu, giong nhu Lorens6 da lam. $
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= Your life is a treasure. You are a gift to be | Cuoc séng‘cﬁa ban la mot kho bau. Ban Ié} mot %é%
% given. So how can you give the precious gift | mon qua can dugc trao tang. Vay lam the nao ﬂ‘
g that is your life? ban c6 thé trao tang mén qua quy gid d6 la | 9
%&‘ cudc séng cua ban? %(‘
° , al
RS “Lord, thank you for all the treasures you have | Lay Chla, con cam on Chua vi tat ca nhirng %
%):2 (‘ sown into my life! Help me to share them with | kho bau ma Chua da gieo vao cude doi con! | & A (‘
ééq everyone around me.” Xin Chua giGp con chia sé ching vé&i moi 6"’%
! (‘ nguoi Xung quanh. @
. =
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& Ga 12, 24-26 &
gi%iﬁ Néu hat giong khong bi chén vii dwéi dat va chét di... (Ga 12,24) @b
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(‘ If any of the apostles had understood that Jesus | Néu bat ky tong d6 nao hieu rang Chua Giésu (‘
9 was speaking about his own death here, they | dang néi vé cai chét cua chinh Ngai & day, ho | 9
% would have been stunned. “How could dying | s& phai sitng sét. Ho c6 thé da thac mac: “Lam %
§$ make you even more fruitful?” they might have | thé nao ma cai chét c6 thé lam cho ban tham g&‘
g asked. “You’ve healed multitudes and | chi co nhicu hoa trai hon?” “Ong ay da chira %
(‘ preached throughout Israel. We’ve never seen | lanh cho nhieu ngudi va rao giang khap Israel. %ij (‘
& anyone do as much good as you!” But from our | Chiing ta chua bao gio thay ai lam dugc nhieu | £
%« perspective, we can see that Jesus was right: | diéu tét nhur 6ng 4y! ” Nhung tir quan diém cua %@‘
his death did bear great fruit. It opened the | minh, ching ta cd thé thdy rang Chua Giésu da | =

@;j%(‘ possibility of salvation for all people! ding: céi fhétv ciia Ngai da mang lai lgét qu to %0
) I6n. No da mo ra kha nang on cttu roi cho tat S

& R(‘ ca moi nguoi! %«

9 Jesus then went on to say, “Whoever serves me | gay @6, Chtia Giésu tiép tuc néi: “Ai phuc vu %é

e must follow me” (John 12:26). Every one of | {5 thj phai theo t6i” (Ga 12,26). Mdi mon dé %ﬁ(‘
©

his disciples shares the same call that he had: | ¢y Neai ddu ¢6 chung mot 161 moi goi ma
to “die” so that they can produce great fruit. Ngai d3 yéu ciu: hay “chét di” dé ho co thé %
But how? St. Lawrence, whose feast we | sinh hoa két trai tot dep. Nhung bing cach %‘
celebrate today, shows us one very heroic way. | n30? Thanh Lawrence, ngudi ma ching ta ? <
Lawrence was a deacon in Rome during the mung 13 hém nay, cho ching ta thiy mat cach %@%(‘
persecution of the emperor Valerian in AD | (4t anh hang. Lawrence 1a mot Pho té & Rome %&S
&
3-8

258. When the prefect of Rome commanded
&, & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & &3
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him to hand the riches of the Church over to
the emperor, Lawrence produced the widows,
the orphans, and the poor whom the Church
had been supporting. “These are the treasures
of the Church,” he declared. The prefect
promptly arrested him and had him burned to
death on a gridiron.

As for us? We may not be facing arrest or
martyrdom, but each of us has many
opportunities to “die” for our faith in the
course of our day. Saying no to a particularly

trong cudc dan ap cua hoang dé Valerian vao
nam 258. Khi quan thai tht cia Rome ra Iénh
cho ngai giao tai san caa Gido hoi cho hoang
dé, Lawrence d3 mang dén nhitng goa phu, tré
md cbi va ngudi nghéo ma Gido hoi di giap
do. “Pay la nhirng kho bau cua Giao hoi,” ngai
tuyén bd. Quan thai tha d3 nhanh chong bat
ngai va thiéu chét ngai trén mot tim ludi sat.

Con ddi véi ching ta? Ching ta c6 thé khong
phai dbi mat véi viéc bi bat hodc tir vi dao,
nhung mdi ngudi trong chiing ta déu c6 nhiéu
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co hoi dé “chét” di vi dac tin caa ching ta ?
trong ngay song cua ching ta. NOi khong véi %%%
mot cam do dac biét nao do, kién nhan hoac %

strong temptation, being patient or generous
) with a difficult person, maintaining honesty in

= a Qishonest_ climate, or just facing a dreary day | rong luong véi mot ngudi kho tinh, duy tri su éé’%g
%):2 « with hope in the Lord—these are just a few of | trung thuc trong méi truong khong trung thuc, £ (‘
6;%? the ways we can lay down our lives and choose | hogc chi doi mat véi mot ngay am dam véi hy 6‘1’%
() God above our immediate desires. vong vao Chua - déy chi la mot vai cach ching @
?é ta co thé thuc hién cudc séng cia minh vachon | 9

é;j b Thién Chuda trén nhitng ham muén truéc mat %(‘
% cua chung ta. S
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Chua Giésu hira rang mdi khi ching ta “chét”
di theo cach nay, chung ta s€ sinh hoa trai.
Chung tir ciia ching ta cé thé truyén cam hang
cho mot ngudi dang dbi mat véi mot tran chién
ma chiing ta khéng biét gi vé n6. Su khiém tén
cua chung ta c6 thé xoa diu tinh hinh cing
thang. Su trung thanh cua ching ta c6 thé thic
day ai 6 tim kiém Chua cho chinh ho. Va trén
tat ca nhitng diéu nay, chlng ta s& mang lai tréi
ngot cho méi twong quan sdu sic hon Vi

Jesus promises that every time we “die” in this
way, we bear fruit. Our witness might inspire a
person facing a battle we know nothing about.
% Our hl_JmiIity migh_t defuse a tense situation.

Our faithfulness might move someone to seek
Z the Lord for themselves. And over all of this,
5(‘ we will bear the sweet fruit of a deeper
) relationship with God.

?‘ES “Lord, I offer you my day. I trust you to make Thién Chua. &
5(‘ it fruitful.” . o . N %ﬂ%g(‘
S Lay Chua, con xin dang Chua ngay cua con. | s,
g”R Con tin tuéng Chia sé lam cho n6 c6 két quad. ?ér%
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® ) Nguon: the word among us ﬂ‘
9 Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vii Bac Thanh, SDD. 9
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