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Mc 12, 28-34 Mark 12:28-34
Ong khong con xa nwéc Troi niva dau (Mc 12,34)
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Jesus offered high praise to this scribe when he
told him that he was “not far from the
Kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34). That’s
because the scribe’s words to Jesus revealed
that he understood the significance of what
Jesus had been teaching: that love is at the
heart of the Law. To love God and neighbor, he
said, “is worth more than all burnt offerings
and sacrifices” (12:33).

How much hope must have flooded this man’s
heart when he heard Jesus commend him! And
who could blame him? We all would love to
hear Jesus say these same words to us! That’s
because when we love both God and neighbor,
we are not only getting closer to God’s
kingdom, we are actually helping to usher it in.
And we all want to be part of that great work!

Chutia Giésu da hét 16i khen ngoi nguoi luat si
nay khi Ngai néi vai ong rang: ong “khong con
xa Nudc Thién Chaa” (Mc 12,34). b6 1a vi
nhirng 161 cua nguoi luat si noi vai Chlda Giésu
cho thdy rang dng hiéu y nghia cia diéu Chla
Giésu day: tinh yéu thuong 1a trong tdm cua Lé
Luat. Ngai ndi, yéu mén Thién Chiia va ngudi
lan can “c6 gia tri hon moi I& toan thiéu va moi
hy 18”7 (12,33).

Long ngudi dan 6ng nay han da tran ngap hy
vong biét bao khi nghe Chutia Giésu khen ngoi
6ng! Va ai co thé db 13i cho 6ng? Tt ca ching
ta déu thich nghe Chda Giésu néi nhiing loi
tuong tu V&i ching ta! Do la boi vi khi ching
ta yéu mén Thién Chua va nguoi lan can,
chung ta khong chi tién gan hon dén vuong
qudc caa Thién Chla, ma con thyuc sy giap dua
vuong qudc d6 vao. Va tat ca chung ta déu
mubn tré thanh mot phan caa cong viéc vi dai
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actions. If not, we could easily fall into a more
functional mode of discipleship, where we
serve others or obey the Lord only out of duty

khong, ching ta c6 thé dé dang roi vao mot
hinh thcc moén dé hda thuc dung hon, noi
chdng ta phuc vu nguoi khac hoac vang loi
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That’s why it’s helpful to do a “heart check”
every now and then and ask if love is still the
foundation for our lives. We might find that

Do 1a 1y do tai sao thinh thoang nén “xet minh”
va hoi xem liéu tinh yéu c6 con la nén tang cho
cudc song cua chiung ta hay khong. Chang ta
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perhaps we aren’t so eager to serve as we once
were. Or maybe we find excuses not to pray.
We might discover times when we were
thinking of our own needs before the needs of
others. Or maybe we have become too easily
annoyed with other people or more critical of
them.

But don’t despair if you discover that your love
has grown lukewarm. The Holy Spirit is only
too willing to renew your heart if you ask him.
God is love, and you can trust him to fill you
with that love—a pure, unselfish love that
longs to give itself away—even if you have to
keep asking for it every day! That’s how the
kingdom of God breaks forth. May it begin
with each of us!

“Come, Holy Spirit, and fill me once more
with love for you and my neighbor.”

c6 thé thay riang cd I& chung ta khdng con hao
hirc phuc vu nhu truée nita. Hodc ¢6 thé ching
ta tim 1y do dé khong cau nguyén. Ching ta cd
thé phat hién ra rang c6 nhiing ldc ching ta
nghi d&én nhu ciu cua ban than truéc nhu cau
cta ngudi khéc. Hoac ¢ thé chung ta di tro
nén qua dé kho chiu voi nguoi khac hoic chi
trich ho nhiéu hon.

Nhung dirng tuyét vong néu ban phat hién ra
rang tinh yéu cua ban di tré nén ngudi lanh.
Chta Thanh Than chi sin long d6i méi tam
hon ban néu ban cau xin Ngai. Thién Chda la
tinh yéu, va ban cd thé tin cay Ngai s& lap day
ban bang tinh yéu d6 - mét tinh yéu trong sang,
khong ich Ky, luon khao khat cho di - ngay ca
khi ban phai cau xin diéu d6 mdi ngay! D6 l1a
cach vuong qudc caa Thién Chua bung nd. Cau
mong nd bat dau voi méi ngudi ching tal

Lay Chda Thanh Than, xin hdy dén va d6 day
con moét lan nita bang tinh yéu danh cho Chuda
va nguoi lan can caa con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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