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Thir Sau, 5-7-2024. Nam B
Friday, July-5-2024. Year B
Tuan 13 Thwong Nién

Mt 9, 9-13 Matthew 9:9-13

Sao Thay cac éng dn udng véi ngwoi thu thué va tdi 16i? (Mt 9,11)
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“Tax collectors and sinners.” That’s how these
Pharisees described the people Jesus was
eating with (Matthew 9:11). Why didn’t they
use their names? They might not have known
them. But perhaps it was because they didn’t
see these folks as individuals with God-given
dignity. Unfortunately, that’s how we might
relate to people we don’t understand or maybe
don’t want to wunderstand. We distance
ourselves by putting them into a category. That
way, we don’t have to interact with them. But
in doing so, we risk overlooking the God-given
dignity of each person.

Jesus, on the other hand, looked at people
much differently. He didn’t view them as
“other.” He saw their humanity first and their
behavior second. Each one was a person he
wanted to know and love and heal. He wanted
to be in a relationship with each of them and
for each of them to receive his love and
forgiveness.

We can learn a lot from Jesus’ approach to
people! Everyone we meet is our brother or
sister. Everyone was made by God to know
him in this life and live with him forever in
heaven.

So how do we interact with the people we
meet? We follow Jesus’ example. He gained
peoples’ trust by loving them and treating them
with respect. He acknowledged where they
were in their lives, and he invited them into his
kingdom.

“Nguoi thu thué va nguoi toi 16i.” D6 1a cach
nhirng ngudi Phariséu mo ta nhitng nguoi cung
an véi Chua Giésu (Mt 9,11). Tai sao ho khong
sir dung tén caa ho? Ho co thé chua biét dén
nhitng nguoi d6. Nhung c6 1& d6 1a vi ho
khdng coi nhirng ngudi nay la nhitng c& nhéan
c6 pham gia dugc Chla ban cho. That khong
may, d6 1a cach ching ta c6 thé lién hé véi
nhitng nguoi ma ching ta khéng hiéu hozc co
thé khong mudén hiéu. Chung ta tao khoang
cach bang cach xép ching vao mot danh muc.
Bang cach d6, chung ta khong can phai twong
tac véi ho. Nhung khi lam nhu vay, ching ta co
nguy co coi thuong pham gia ma Thién Chua
ban cho mbi ngudi.

Mt khac, ChGa Giésu nhin moi nguoi rat
khac. Ngai khong xem ho la "nguoi khac".
Ngai nhin thay con nguoi ciia ho trude tién va
ké dén 1a hanh vi cua ho. Mdi ngudi déu 1a mot
ngudi ma Ngai muébn biét, yéu thuong va chira
lanh. Ngai mudn c6 mdi quan hé véi ting
ngudi trong sé ho va ¢é mdi nguai trong sé ho
nhan dugc tinh yéu va sy tha tha caa Ngai.

Ching ta c6 thé hoc dugc nhiéu diéu tir cach
Chua Giésu tiép can con nguoi! Moi nguoi
chang ta gap déu la anh chi em cua ching ta.
Moi ngudi déu dugc Chia tao dung dé biét
Ngai & doi nay va séng véi Ngai mai méi trén
thién dang.

Vay lam thé nao dé ching ta twong tic voi
nhitng ngudi chung ta gap? Chung ta noi
guong Chua Giésu. Ngai da gianh dugc sy tin
tudng cua moi ngudi bang cach yéu thuong ho
va dbi xtr ton trong vai ho. Ngai thira nhan ho
dang ¢ dau trong cudc sdng cua ho va Ngai di
moi ho vao vurong quéc ciia minh.
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Treating people with respect is a lot more
challenging than dismissing the ones we see as
different or difficult. In fact, following Jesus’
example will require that we put aside the
subtle—or not-so-subtle—judgments we hold
so that we can show his love to other people. It
will call us to consider how Jesus viewed the
people everyone else shunned and to ask him
to help us see them with his eyes. And that’s
always something he’s ready to do in us.

So think about who the “tax collectors and
sinners” in your life might be. How can you
“eat with them” and, like Jesus, bring the
kingdom of God into their lives?

“Lord, I want to see other people the way you
see them. Help me to show your love to
everyone [ meet today.”

Dbi xir véi moi ngudi bang sy ton trong kho
khin hon nhiéu so véi viéc gat bo nhitng ngudi
ma chdng ta cho la khéac biét hodc kho khan.
Trén thuc té, noi guong Chua Giésu doi hoi
ching ta phai gat bo nhiing phan xét té nhi
hodc khong té nhi ma ching ta c6 dé cé thé bay
to tinh yéu thuong ctia Ngai vdi nguoi khac.
N6 sé kéu goi chung ta xem xét cach Chua
Giésu nhin nhitng ngudi ma nhirng nguoi khac
xa lanh va xin Ngai gitp ching ta nhin ho bang
d6i mat ciia Ngai. Va do6 luon 1a didu Ngai san
sang thuc hién véi chung ta.

Vi véy, hiy nghi xem “ké thu thué va ké toi
16i” trong cudc doi ban c6 thé 1a ai. Lam thé
nao ban c6 thé “an udng véi ho” va giéng nhur
Chuia Giésu, mang vuong qudc Thién Chla vao
cudc séng caa ho?

Lay Chda, con muén nhin ngudi khéac theo
cach Chua nhin ho. Xin gilp con bay to tinh
yéu cua Chua véi moi nguoi con gap hom nay.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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