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i@%‘ A coin collector today would pay hundreds of | M4t ngudi suu tap tién‘ Xu ngay nay s tra hang %@‘
?’ dollars for a first-century denarius like the one | trdim d6 la cho mét dong denarius cua the Ky | Z
%%‘ Jesus held up in today’s Gospel reading. But | th nhat giéng nhu dong tién Chua Giésu gio %%(‘
° that collector couldn’t buy even a loaf of bread | 1én trong bai Tin Mg hom nay. Nhung nguoi %
= with his coin. That’s because the image of the | suu tim d6 khong thé mua dugc di chi mot 6 %
S () Emperor Tiberius is stamped on the coin. His | banh mi bang dong xu ctia minh. D6 1a vi hinh %‘
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g empire is history, and his currency is now | anh Hoang dé Tiberius dugc in trén dong xu. %
il « obsolete. Dé ché cua ong da 1a lich sir va dong tién cua (‘
%: %R'

6ng hién da 13i thoi.
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%g& Clearly, you are worth far more than that | RG rang, ban c6 gia tri hon rat nhiéu so véi |

6’5 denarius! That’s because, from the moment of | dong tién do! D6 14 bei vi ngay tir khi duoc thu %
B (‘ your conception, you were stamped with the | thai, ban da in dam hinh anh cua mot bang cai | g3 (‘
éé%g image of the one Ruler whose kingdom will | tri ma vuong quoc cua ban s& khong bao gio

&7
@ never end. You bear the mark of a King whose | két thic. Ban mang dau 4n ciia mét vi Vua c6 é@‘

? dominion is “vast and forever peaceful” (Isaiah | quyén théng tri “rong I6n va binh an mai mai” Z

R(‘ 9:6). What’s more, you were created with the | (Is 9,6). Hon nira, ban dugc tao ra véi kha nang %(‘
%@ unique capacity to receive that King’s life and | doc nhat d€ don nhén sy song va tinh yéu cua |
% love into your heart and to let that love change | Vua d6 vao trai tim minh va dé tinh yéu do %
® 5(‘ you so that you can come to reflect his glory to | thay doi ban dé ban c6 thé phan anh vinh %Ezi‘
& the world around you. quang cua Ngai cho the gigi xung quanh ban. &
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=0 , ?%(;
b The world tends to measure a person’s worth | Thé gi6i c6 xu hudng do luong gia tri cia mot | 9

ya
%« by his or her usefulness or by his or her social | ngudi bang su hitu ich cia ngudi d6 hoic bang %«
standing. So a president would be viewed as | dia vi xa hoi cta nguoi d6. Vi vay, mét cha é’i&

@”R more valuable than a janitor, and a CEO would | tich s& dugc coi la c6 gia tri hon mot ngudi gac %
%fj (‘ be given a higher standing than a prison | cong, va mot CEO sé c6 dia vi cao hon mét tu %fj (‘
6{'3 inmate. But that’s not how God sees us—and | nhan. Nhung d6 khong phai la cach Chua nhin =
(‘ it’s not how he wants us to see each other! | chling ta - va d6 khong phai la cach Ngai muon ﬁ%&‘
S Every one of us has infinite value because of | chiing ta nhin nhau! Mdi nguoi trong ching ta | 9
@5 the way he made us, regardless of our | déu co gia tri v0 han vi cach Ngai da dyng nén %ﬁ
= (‘ achievements. He loves you, not for what you chu\ng tAa, bat ké tAhanh tich gﬁa chung‘ta la g‘|,. S (‘
g can offer, but for who you are. Ngalkyeu Pf‘” k‘horjg phai v] _nhu:ng gi ban co %
° « thé cong hién ma vi con nguoi ban. g&‘
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So when Jesus says, “Repay . . . to God what | Vi vay, khi Chaa Giésu nodi: “Hay tra... cua %fé’j%(‘

belongs to God” (Mark 12:17), he is not only | Thién Chua” (Mc 12,17), Ngai khong chi bao @5&

telling us to repay God by our good deeds. He | chiing ta hdy dén dap Thién Chua bang Viéc %(‘
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is also telling us to live in the dignity of people
stamped in his image—and to treat each other
with that same dignity. This is the one thing
that the Pharisees and Herodians in today’s
Gospel couldn’t understand. They tried to trip
Jesus simply because he didn’t fit with their

image of what a “valuable” religious leader
should look like.

Never doubt your worth. You are immensely
significant to the Lord. Never doubt your
significance to the people around you, either.
Simply by becoming the person God created
you to be, you play a central role in revealing
his love to everyone you meet.

“Thank you, Father, for stamping me with your
image. Lord, help me to live in the dignity of a
beloved child of you, my King!”

lanh ctia minh. Ngai ciing bao ching ta hay
séng xtng dang voi pham gia cua nhimg nguoi
mang hinh anh caa Ngai - va ddi xir véi nhau
V6i cung pham gia d6. Pay 1a diéu ma nhiing
ngudi Phariséu va phe Hérét trong bai Tin
Ming hdm nay khong thé hiéu dugc. Ho cd
gang lam cho Chua Giésu vap nga chi vi Ngai
khéng phu hop véi hinh anh ciia ho vé mot nha
lanh dao ton gido “co gia tri”.

bung bao gio nghi ngo gia tri cua ban. Ban vé
cung quan trong d6i véi Chtia. Bung bao gid
nghi ngd tim quan trong cua ban d6i Voi
nhitng ngudi xung quanh. Pon gian bang cach
tré thanh con nguoi ma Chua da tao dung nén
ban, ban dong vai tro trung tm trong viéc bay
to tinh yéu cta Ngai vai moi nguoi ban gap.

Con cam on Cha vi da in vao con hinh anh cua
Cha. Lay Chua, xin giup con song trong pham
gia cua dua con yéu dau cua Chua, Vua cua
con!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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