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%ﬁ‘ Chung t6i bj don ép...; hoang mang...; bi ngwoc dii, nhung khéong bi bé roi (2Cor 4,8-9) f@
1) . - ©
p If today is the feast of St. James, why are we | Néu hém nay la ¢ Thanh Giacdbé, tai sao %é%

J$7
%‘ reading a passage from St. Paul? Perhaps it’s | ching ta lai doc mét doan van cua Thanh ﬂ‘
8

because this passage captures the life of every | Phaold? C6 18 d6 1a vi doan van nay ghi lai | 9
a OE 2 3 na A . n o, @7
apostle—every follower of Jesus, for that | cuoc doi cua moi tong d6 - moi mon dé cua %%%
) matter. Surely James had times when he could | Chtia Giésu, vi van dé d6. Chac chan Giacobé %
RS relate to feeling “afflicted,” “perplexed,” and | d& c6 nhiing luc 6ng cam thay “budn phien”, %
o « even “persecuted” as he devoted himself to | “boi roi” va tham chi “bi bat bé” khi 6ng tan o (‘
’%? building up the Church (2 Corinthians 4:8, 9)! | tdm xa&y dung Hoi thanh (2Cor 4,8. 9)!

&
Tradition tells us that some time after | Truyen thong cho chiing ta biét rang mot thoi ?fi
G):j Pentecost, St. James traveled to the Roman gi’an sau L¢ Hién Xuong, Thanh Giacobé da %
(‘ province of Hispania, which is modern-day | dén tinh Hispania cua La M4, tac la Tay Ban %:(‘
@ Spain, to preach the gospel. But despite his | Nha ngay nay, dé rao giang Tin Ming. Nhun @
X pain, to p gosp p ha ngay nay, d¢ rao giang g g| &X
fﬁ%&‘ heroic, prayerful efforts, James saw very few | bat chap nhitng n6 luc cau nguyén va anh hung g%i‘
?R conversions. Perplexed and frustrated, he sat | cua mi,nh,’Giac()bé, nhan duoc rat it sy hoan G”(?
%@ down one day by the Erbo River in what is | cai. Boi roi va that vong, mot ngay no, 6ng ?%(‘
S

S now the town of Zaragoza and poured out his | ngdi xuéng bén séng Erbo, noi ngay nay 1a thi | $
7 ) g gE gay nay 7
%« heart. tran Zaragoza va tr(it bau tam su. %«
LA w0

oy James was so afflicted by doubts that he was | Giacobé qua dau kho vi nghi ngo dén ndi sin %
(‘ ready to give up altogether when the Virgin | sang tir bo hoan toan khi Buc Trinh NG Maria %iﬁ (‘
& Mary appeared to him. She comforted James | hién ra véi 6ng. Me an i Giacobé va hira véi | 2
0 R - o o o A Y ~ ~ 5 A ~ A A Q q
%« and promised him that his efforts were not in | ong rang nhiing no luc cua 6ng s& khong vo E&‘
vain. Even if he didn’t live to see it, the people | ich. Ngay ca khi 6ng khong song dé chung | $=

65 of Hispania would eventually be converted. | kién diéu d6, nguoi dan Hispania cudi cing %{
) (‘ Then she told him to go back to Jerusalem. cling .sé cai dao. Sau d6, c6 bao 6ng hay quay = (‘
= tro lai Jerusalem. %
? James returned and joined the other leaders | GiacObé tro lai va cung véi cac nha lanh dao ?fi

Q(‘ there in caring for the new converts during a | khac ¢ d6 chdm soc nhitng nguoi méi theo dao %%h
S time of persecution by King Herod. A few | trong thoi gian bi Vua Hérodé bat bo. Vai nam |
X years later, he was captured by Herod’s men | sau, 6ng bi nguoi cua Hérddé bat va chat dau %
% (‘ and beheaded (Acts 12:1-2). Because James’ | (Cv 12,1-2). Vi tréi tim cua Giacobé ludn %&‘
y

heart had always been with the people of | huéng vé ngudi dan Hispania nén m@t‘sé mon é;@%
Hispania, some of his disciples took his body | d¢ cua 6ng da dua thi thé cua ong vé do de ! (‘
back there for burial in what is now the city of | chén cat tai noi ma ngay nay la thanh pho ?ﬁx
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Compostella. Every year, hundreds of
thousands of pilgrims travel the winding
Camino de Santiago, which ends at the
Cathedral of St. James in that city. There, in
fulfillment of Mary’s promise, they thank this
brave, faithful follower of Jesus for his prayers
and heavenly help.

If you are facing affliction, perplexity, or even
persecution, don’t give up! Remember St.
James and all the apostles. No matter what they
endured, Jesus never abandoned them. He
won’t abandon you, either!

Compostella. Hang ndm, hang tram ngan nguoi
hanh huong di doc con duong quanh co
Camino de Santiago, két thic tai Nha tho
Thanh Giacobé ¢ thanh phé d6. O do, dé thuc
hién loi hira cia Bec Maria, ho cam on nguoi
mon dé ding cam, trung thanh nay cua Chla
Giésu vi nhitng 11 cAu nguyén va su gitp d&
tur troi cua ngai.

Néu ban dang phai d6i mat véi hoan nan, béi
rbi hoac tham chi 1a bat bg, ding bo cudc! Hay
nhé Thanh Giacobé va tat ca cac tong do. DU
ho ¢6 chiu dung thé nao di nita, Chla Giésu
cling khong bao gio bo roi ho. Ngai cling sé
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£ Mt20,2028  Matthew 20:20-28 o=
= Anh em c6 thé udng chén nay khong? (Mt 20,22) g’%&b
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° khéng bo roi ban!

Lay Chua, Xin ban cho con an sung dé con ¢
thé trung thanh véi Chua, giong nhu Thanh
Giacobé.

“Lord, give me your grace so that I can remain
’%q faithful to you, just as St. James was.”

Do you remember the story in Luke’s Gospel
when James and his brother, John, asked Jesus
a pointed question? It didn’t end well. Reacting
to the way a village of Samaritans had rejected

Ban cO nhd cau chuyén trong Tin mung Luca
khi GiacO6bé va anh trai cua éng, Gioan, hoi
Chla Giésu mot cau hoi cu thé khdng? N6
khong két thic tot dep. Phan ung trudc céch

Z. , A Z
@5 Jesus, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to | mot lang nguoi ,Samarifa tir, ch6|’ChueE Gieésu, %{
=y (‘ call down fire from heaven to consume them?” | ho héi: “Lay Chua, Chla c6 muon ching con | & (‘
ya

(Luke 9:54). Such a request earned a rebuke
from Jesus.

goi hra tu troi Xuéng dé thiéu rui ho khong?” %?%
(Lc 9,54). Mot yéu cau nhu vay da khién Chda E&‘
Giésu quo trach. ?a
%%(;
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(‘ A similar scene plays out in today’s Gospel.

This time the brothers had their mother ask in
their place: “Command that these two sons of
mine sit, one at your right and the other at your
left” (Matthew 20:21). Perhaps they thought
she was a more sympathetic figure. Or perhaps
they wanted to hide their true motives. But
Jesus saw through the ruse and addressed the
brothers directly: “You do not know what you
are asking” (20:22).

Mot canh twong tu ciing dién ra trong Tin
mung hdm nay. Lan nay, hai anh em c6 me cua
ho hoi thay ho: “Xin hay cho hai nguoi con trai
cua tdi mot chd ngdi, mot ngudi & bén phai caa
Ngai va nguoi kia ¢ bén trai cia Ngai” (Mt
20,21). C6 I& ho cho rang ba 12 mot nhan vat dé
thong cam hon. Hodc ¢6 1& ho muén che giau
dong co thuc sy cua minh. Nhung Chua Giésu
nhin thiu muu meo va ndi thang voi hai anh
em: “Anh em khong biét minh dang xin gi”
(20,22).
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Néu Giacobé khong bao gio vuot qua nhiing
nd luc that bai nay dé dat dugc vinh quang,
ching ta s& khong ky niém ngay I& cua 6ng
hém nay. Nhung con rat nhiéu diéu khac trong

If James had never moved beyond these failed
attempts at glory, we wouldn’t be celebrating
his feast day today. But there’s so much more

to his story. The mere fact that he stuck with
Jesus speaks volumes in itself! He didn’t let his
missteps or Jesus’ rebukes discourage him.
Instead, he let them produce in him the
humility and openness to the Spirit that is the
hallmark of every saint.

Tradition tells us that after Pentecost, James
traveled as far as Spain bringing the good news
to thousands of people before returning to
Jerusalem. James became such an effective
evangelist that he captured even King Herod’s
attention—and his wrath (Acts 12:1-2). Just as
Jesus had foretold, James did indeed drink “the
chalice” that Jesus drank (Matthew 20:22).
Like his Lord, he embraced the call not to be

cau chuyén cua 6ng. Thuc té 12 6ng bi mic ket
voi Chila Giésu tu né néi lén rat nhiéu diéu!
Ong da khong dé nhirng sai 1am caa minh hozc
nhitng 10i khién trach cua Chda Giésu 1am 6ng
nan 1ong. Thay vao d6, éng dé ching san sinh
trong minh sy khiém nhuong va coi mo Vai
Thénh Linh, vén 1a dac diém noi bat caa moi vi
thanh.

Truyén théng cho ching ta biét rang sau L&
Ngii Tuan, Giacobé da di xa dén tan Tay Ban
Nha dé mang Tin mung cho hang ngan nguoi
truéc khi tré vé Giérusalem. Giacobé da trd
thanh mot nha truyén gio hiéu qua dén muc
thu hat bi sy chd y cta ca Vua Hérodé - va ca
con thinh no cua 6ng (Cv 12,1-2). Bung nhu
Chua Giésu da bao trudc, Giacdbé thuc sy da
udng “chén dang” ma Chua Giésu da uong (Mt
20,22). Giéng nhu Chtia ciia minh, 6ng chap
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nhan 15i kéu goi khong phai dé duoc phuc vu
“ma la dé phuc vu va hién mang song cua
minh” cho Tin mwrng (20,28).

served “but to serve and to give his life” for the é%{

gospel (20:28). 2 (‘
)
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Vi vay, khi ban mung I& thanh Giacobé hom

~ L., .. e X ~ , 7
@ | Soas you celebrate St. James today, remember | Ny, hdy nhé lai cach ngai khoi dau. Hay nhé %
g (‘ how he started out. Remember how patient | Chua Gi€su da kién nhan véi 6ng nhu thé nao, g (‘
7 va hdy nh¢d Giacobé kién tri nhu thé nao. Sau

Jesus was with him, and remember how
persistent James was. Then think about your
own life. There’s still room for you to become

d6, hiy nghi vé cudc sdng caa chinh ban. Van
con cho dé ban tro nén giong Chua hon. Va

s
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65(‘ more like the Lord. And there’s still more that | Van con nhi\éu dicu ma Elhl]a GiAéSU va(K)n Ié:m %&

® Jesus wants to do in you and through you. | trong ban va qua ban. Cau chuyén cua ban van | &,

& R« Your story isn’t over yet! chua ket thic! %%&‘

? “Jesus, help me to follow you even more | Lay Chua Giésu, ngay hom nay xin giip con di ?
Q(‘ closely today.” theo sat Chua hon nira. %ﬁ
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) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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