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Thir Ba, 2-7-2024. Nam B
Tuesday, July-2-2024. Year B
Tuan 13 Thwong Nién

Mt 8, 23-27 Matthew 8:23-27
H&1 nhirng ké kém long tin! (Mt 8, 26)
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That must have been some storm! The waves
were so high that the apostles’ boat “was being
swamped” (Matthew 8:24). Even the fishermen
among them, who knew this lake intimately
and had survived many a storm, were terrified
for their lives. You can understand why they
woke Jesus up and begged him to save them.
Wouldn’t you do the same thing?

But Jesus didn’t sound so understanding. You
can hear the disappointment in his voice when
he called them “you of little faith” (Matthew
8:26). Clearly, he was looking for a better
response! He wanted them to believe that his
Father was more powerful than whatever
forces were driving the storm. He wanted them
to trust that even if they were to die, God
would bring them into eternal life. Why
couldn’t they place themselves in his Father’s
hands, just as he had done?

If it sounds like Jesus was setting a pretty high
bar for the apostles, it’s because he did. Jesus
knew what faith could do in the human heart: it
could remove obstacles as tall as mountains
and calm anxieties as overwhelming as stormy
seas. If only they had known how powerful
faith could be, they might not have woken him

up!

Jesus wants us to have this kind faith as well:
the kind of faith that keeps us peaceful even in
the most difficult situations. The kind of faith
that enables us to offer comfort and
encouragement to others even as we face our
own trials. The kind of faith that continues to
trust in his love and protection even when it
seems he has fallen asleep.

Chéc chan 1a c6 bdo roi! Séng cao dén ndi
thuyén cua cac tong dd sip “bi ngap” (Mt
8,24). Ngay ca nhimg ngu dan trong s ho,
nhimg ngudi biét rd vé ho nay va da séng sot
qua nhiéu con béo, ciing lo s¢ cho tinh mang
ciia minh. Ban c6 thé hiéu tai sao ho danh thuc
Chla Giésu va cau xin Ngai cau ho. Ching
phai ban ciing s& lam diéu twong tu sa0?

Nhung Chiia Giésu c¢6 vé khong hiéu Iim. Ban
c6 thé nghe thay sy that vong trong giong noi
cua Ngai khi goi ho 1a “nhirng ké kém tin” (Mt
8,26). R@ rang la Ngai dang tim kiém mot phan
ng tét hon! Ngai mudn ho tin rang Cha Ngai
manh mé& hon bat ctr thé lyc nao dang giy ra
con bio. Ngai mudn ho tin twéng rang ngay ca
khi ho chét, Chua ciing s& dua ho vao cudc
séng vinh ctru. Tai sao ho khong thé dat minh
vao tay Cha ngai nhu Ngai da lam?

Néu c6 vé nhu Chta Giésu dang dit ra tiéu
chuan khé cao cho céc tong do thi d6 1a vi Ngai
da lam nhu vay. Chla Giésu biét dac tin c6 thé
lam gi trong tdm hon con ngudi: nd c6 thé xoa
bo nhitng tré ngai cao nhu nui va xoa diu
nhitng lo lang tran ngap nhu bién ca gidng bao.
Gia nhu ho biét duc tin c6 thé manh m& d&én
thé nao thi ho da khong danh thuc Ngai!

Chuia Giésu cling mudén chung ta c6 dac tin tot
lanh nay: loai durc tin gitp chung ta dugc binh
an ngay ca trong nhitng hoan canh kho khan
nhét. Loai duc tin gilp ching ta cé thé an ui va
khich ¢ nguoi khéc ngay ca khi ching ta dbi
mat véi thar thach cua chinh minh. Loai niém
tin tiép tuc tin twong vao tinh yéu va su bao vé
cua Ngai ngay ca khi duong nhu Ngai da ngu
quén.
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So yes, it’s fair to say that Jesus has set a high
bar, even for us. But that doesn’t mean he will
condemn you for not meeting that bar. It just
means that he knows how much power his gift
of faith has. He knows that the more you
exercise your faith, the more you’ll see that
faith bear fruit—in your life and in the lives of
the people around you.

Is there a storm of some kind raging around
you or within you right now? If so, try putting
your faith to work. Imitate Jesus and try to rest
in God’s presence, maybe for just a few
minutes. Surrender the storm to him, and let
him give you his peace.

“Lord, you know I believe. Help my unbelief!”

Vi vay, that cong bang khi néi rang Chlia Giésu
da dat ra mot tieu chuan cao, ngay ca ddi véi
chung ta. Nhung diéu d6 khong cé nghia 1a
Ngai s€ |1én an ban vi khong dap tmg dugc tiéu
chuan d6. Diéu d6 chi co nghia 1a Ngai biét an
hué dtrc tin cua minh ¢é sitc manh nhu thé nao.
Ngai biét rang ban cang thuc hanh duc tin cia
minh thi ban s& cang thiy duc tin d6 sinh hoa
tréi - trong cudc séng cua ban va cudc séng cua
nhitng ngudi xung quanh ban.

C0O mot con bdo nao d6 dang hoanh hanh xung
quanh ban hoac bén trong ban ngay bay gio
khong? Néu vay, hay tha dat niém tin caa ban
vao hanh dong. Hay noi guong Chua Giésu va
c¢b gang nghi ngoi truéc su hién dién cia Thién
Chda, c6 thé chi trong vai phat. Hay pho théac
con bdo cho Ngai va d& Ngai cho ban sy binh
an.

Lay Chda, Chla biét con tin Chda. Nhung xin
Chua giup d& sy v6 tin cua con!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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