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Mt 5, 43-48 Matthew 5:43-48

Hay cau nguyén cho nhitng ké ngwoe dii ngwoi (Mt 5,44)
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Pray for our persecutors? How can we do that
when they’re out to hurt us? But that’s what
Jesus asks of us. So let’s look at some ways
God might answer you when you pray for your
enemies.

In response to your prayers, the Lord might
help your “enemies” to face up to the wrong
they have done, to repent, and change their
ways. That’s what happened in today’s first
reading. When the prophet Elijah uncovered
King Ahab’s wrongdoing, Ahab seemed
genuinely sorry for what he had done to his
neighbor Naboth (1 Kings 21:27). At least in
the short term, it had a profound effect on the
king. Elijah’s example can encourage us to
pray boldly that those who have harmed us
would have a change of heart.

Perhaps God will inspire you to undo some of
the harm your enemies have caused. You may
be able to offer direct assistance to people in
your community whose lives have been
upended by their enemies. Think of refugees or
victims of abuse or people who are
economically disadvantaged. Many
organizations are bringing practical help to
people devastated by violence or aggression.

Sometimes as you pray, God will change your
own attitudes toward those you formerly
regarded as enemies. You might take another
look at the person who hurt you and see how
deeply he himself has been wounded. Or you
could come to discern the good intention
behind an action that wound up inflicting

Hay cau nguyén cho nhitng ké béach hai ching
ta? Lam sao ching ta c6 thé lam duoc diéu d6
khi ho dang mudn lam ton thuong chung ta?
Nhung d6 chinh 13 diéu Chla Giésu yéu cau
ching ta. Vi vay, hdy xem xét mot sd cach
Chua c6 thé tra 10i ban khi ban cau nguyén cho
ké thu caa minh.

Dé dap lai nhitng 161 cAu nguyén cua ban, Chla
c6 thé gitp “ké thu” ctia ban d6i mat véi nhitng
diéu sai trai ma ho da lam, an nan va thay doi
duong 16i cia ho. D6 1a diéu da xay ra trong
bai doc mot hdm nay. Khi tién tri Elia vach
tran hanh vi sai trai cua Vua Akhap, Akhap c6
vé thuc su hdi han vé nhiing gi ong da lam voi
nguoi hang x6m Na-bét (1V 21,27). It nhat
trong ngan han, n6 di c6 anh huéng sau sic
dén nha vua. TAm guong cua Elia cd thé
khuyén khich ching ta dan di cau nguyén dé
nhitng ngudi di 1am hai chung ta thay 1ong doi
da.

C6 1& Chula s& truyén cam hting cho ban dé
khic phuc mot s6 ton hai ma ké thi cua ban da
gay ra. Ban c6 thé dua ra sy hd tro tryc tiép
cho nhitng ngudi trong cong dong caa ban ma
cudc séng cua ho da bi ké thu caa ho dao 1on.
Hay nghi dén nhimg ngudi ti nan, nan nhan
cua sy lam dung hoac nhiing nguoi gap kho
khan vé kinh té. Nhiéu t6 chic dang mang lai
su tro gidp thiét thuc cho nhirng ngudi bi tan
pha bai bao luc hoic sy gay han.

P6i khi luc ban cau nguyén, Chla sé& thay doi
thai do cua ban ddi véi nhitng ngudi trude day
ban coi 1a ké thd. Ban c6 thé nhin lai nguoi da
lam tén thuong ban va xem ban than ho di bi
t6n thuong sau sic dén mic ndo. Hoic ban co
thé nhan ra y dinh t6t dang sau mot hanh dong
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a= It’s good to remind yourself that God never | khong bao gid bé roi bat ky nguoi con ndo cua §1’<§
@‘ gives up on any of his children. He longs to | Ngai. Ngai khao khat tudn d6 tinh yéu va long ;%ff%&‘

pour out his love and mercy even on your | thwong x6t cia minh ngay ca trén ké thu cua
enemies. That means you can be an instrument | ban. Di¢u d6 c6 nghia la ban c6 thé tré thanh %«

© of God’s love and mercy in your corner of the | mot cong cu cua tinh yéu va long thuong xo6t %
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“Lord, soften my heart toward my ‘enemies.” | Lay Chda, xin 1am mém long con ddi véi ‘ké
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S world! Whether or not you see any way to | cua Thién Chia ¢ géc thé giGi cua ban! Du ban %
;ﬂ‘ cooperate with God’s mercy directly, you can | ¢0 thay cach nao d€ hop tac truc tiep véi long %‘
= sincerely pray for your enemies and trust God | thuong x6t cua Chua hay khong, ban van co %é%
@‘ to work for good in their lives. Because your | thé chan thanh cau nguyén cho ke thu caa minh ﬂ‘
? love and your prayers do make a difference! va tin cay Chua s€ lam viéc tot cho cugc song %
%&‘ cua ho. Bai vi tinh yéu va loi cau nguyén cua %«
) ban s& tao nén su khac biét! %
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5% Teach me how to pray for your blessings upon | thi’ caa con. Xin day con céch cau nguyén xin é%
= $ | them!” Chta ban phuéc lanh cho ho! ?ﬁ&‘
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