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Mt 5, 38-42 Matthew 5:38-42
Piurng chong cw ngwoi ac (Mt 5,39)
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While so many of Jesus’ teachings in his
Sermon on the Mount are challenging, the one
from today’s Gospel may be the most
challenging of all. How can we “offer no
resistance” and stand idly by when someone is
trying to hurt us (Matthew 5:39)? That flies in
the face of all our natural instincts!

The truth is, we can’t do this without fixing our
gaze on the Lord. Jesus is our example for
living out this teaching. He did not retaliate
when he was being persecuted—not even
during his passion! In fact, while we were still
sinners—his “enemies”—he died for all of us
(Romans 5:8). Even more, he came to offer us
love and mercy on behalf of his heavenly
Father. He became the source of grace we can
draw on whenever we encounter injustice or
evil.

Is there someone in your life who is an obvious
adversary? Perhaps a trusted friend or loved
one has betrayed you. Maybe someone at work
is constantly criticizing you. Then there are
those people who often upset you and cause
you to lose your temper and lash out. In all

Trong khi c6 rat nhiéu 15i day cia Chia Giésu
trong Bai giang trén nui day thach thic, thi bai
giang trong Tin Ming hdm nay c6 thé 1a thach
thiac 16n nhat. Lam thé nao ching ta cd thé
“khéng chdng cu” va dung yén khi ai d6 dang
cb 1am tén thuong chiing ta (Mt 5,39)? Piéu d6
di nguoc lai v&i moi ban nang ty nhién cua
chdng ta!

Sy that I1a chling ta khong thé 1am diéu nay néu
khong huéng mit vé Chla. Chia Giésu la
guong mau caa chlng ta trong viéc song theo
|61 day nay. Ngai da khong tra thu khi bi brc
hai — ngay ca khi dang bi khd nan! Thyc ra, khi
ching ta con la toi nhan - “ké thu” cua Ngai -
thi Ngai da chét cho tat ca ching ta (Rm 5,8).
Hon thé nira, Ngai dén dé ban cho ching ta
tinh yéu va long thuong x6t thay mat Cha trén
troi cua Ngai. Ngai tré thanh ngudn an sung
ma ching ta c6 thé tim dén bat ca khi nao
ching ta gap phai su bat cdng hoic su 4c.

Co ai do trong cudc doi ban rd rang la ké thu
khong? C6 1€ mot ngudi ban dang tin cay hoac
ngudi than yéu da phan boi ban. C6 thé ai d6 ¢
noi 1am viéc lién tuc chi trich ban. Rdi c6
nhirg nguoi thuong xuyén lam ban kho chiu,
khién ban mét binh tinh va da kich. Trong tat
ca nhimg trudng hop nay va nhiéu truong hop
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9 R(‘ these instances, and many more, the Lord | khac, Chia muon ban tir b6 moi ¥ nghi hoac %%(‘
. wants you to let go of any thoughts or feelings | cam giac ghen ghét hoac tra thu. Thay vao do, %i
= of vengeance or retaliation. Instead, he wants | Ngai muon ban dua vao tinh yéu va long %ﬁ
S (‘ you to rely on his love and mercy, and then | thuong x6t cua Ngai, sau do6 tin twong rang | & (‘
é{’R trust that he is just and will see that justice is | Ngai la nguoi cong bang va sé thay rang cong %?%
« done in his own time and way. ly duoc thuc hién theo thoi gian va cach thuc ﬂ‘
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Chung ta c6 thé khdng c6 tinh cam ndng am
véi ké thu cia minh, nhung bang cach hudng

We may not have warm feelings for our
adversaries, but by keeping our eyes on Jesus,
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we can wish for their good. This gaze happens | mat vé Chla Giésu, ching ta co thé cau mong | $
% most effectively in prayer: intimate prayer | diéu tét lanh cho ho. Cai nhin nay dién ra hiéu %
(‘ before the Blessed Sacrament, convicting | qua nhat trong viéc cau nguyén: cau nguyén %‘
% prayer while reading the Gospels, joyful prayer | than mat trusc Thanh Thé, cdu nguyén xac tin Ciir%g
&‘ of praise and thanksgiving, and fruitful prayer | khi doc Tin Mung, cau nguyén vui tuoi ca ngoi %z&‘

pouring the love of Christ into human hearts. long nhan lanh caa Thién Chla, ban dang d6 %’5%:%
®

? after Communion. va ta on, va cau hguyen sinh hoa két qua sau Z

% khi Ruoc I2. g%(‘

e -

X The radical love and mercy Jesus is asking of | Tinh yéu va long thuong x6t triét d¢ ma Chla %

® « us can only come into the world one person at | Giésu dang yéu cau noi ching ta chi c6 the den %‘

& a time. So when you want to retaliate, look at | trong thé giéi moi lan mot nguoi. Vi vay, khi | &

Q R . £ 2 i ~ . 2 A 2 %
« your struggle as an opportunity. When you | ban muon tra dtia, hdy coi cudc dau tranh cua ﬂ‘

?R respond to evil with God’s goodness, you are | ban nhu mét co hoi. Khi ban dap lai su ac bang ?
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® tinh yéu ctia Chtia Kitd vao tam hon con nguoi. |
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S “Lord Jesus, I need your inexhaustible grace. | Lay Chda Giésu, con can an sung vo tan cua B (‘
éf’%? Stay'with me on my journey through this rough Chua.' Xip hay ¢ b‘én\con trén hanh trinh vuot g%
! (‘ terrain.” qua dia hinh go ghé nay. 5[’1‘
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) Nguén: the word among us &
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD. ® b
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