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%ﬁ‘ Khon cho nguoi, hi Cérasin! Khon cho ngwoi, hi Bétsaida! (Mt 11,21) %%&‘
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§<§ Jesus spoke very candidly about these cities | Chia Giésu da néi rat thang than vé nhiing é;”qg
@‘ just north of the Sea of Galilee. He had | thanh pho nay ngay phia bac Bien Galilé. Ngai g@‘

7 performed many miracles there, and yet | da thuc hién nhicu phép la ¢ d6 nhung duong z
%%‘ nothing seemed to be changing. People | nhu khong cé gi thay doi. Nguoi ta van khép %%(‘
) remained closed to Jesus’ message. And what | kin trudc thong diép cia Chua Giésu. Va st %
%;% was his message? “Repent, for the kingdom of | diép ,Cﬂa‘Ngéi la gi? “Hay an nan vi nudc troi %
® « heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). da dén gan” (Mt 4,17). g&‘
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= « Jesus said that if the people of Sodom and | Chua Giésu ndi rang néu dén thanh S6d6ma va (‘
U= Gomorrah—two notoriously wicked cities— | Gdmdra - hai thanh pho khét tiéng gian ac - | 9=
%« had witnessed his miracles, they would have | chung kién céc phép la cua Ngai thi ho s& fﬁ}%«
§Q¥ repented quickly. They would have seen his | nhanh chong an nan. Ho s€ coi nhiing phép la %[i

& miracles as signs that God was visiting his | cua Ngai la dau hiéu cho thay Chtia dang thim Sé%g
- « people, and they would have turned back to the | viéng dan Ngai, va ho s€ quay lai véi Chla va B (‘

& Lord and put away all the obstacles that sin | loai b moi tré ngai ma toi 16i gdy ra. Nhung vi | &
%’%%« presents. But since the people of Chorazin and | dan thanh Corasin va Bétsaida khong dn nin ?@%1‘
?s& Bethsaida didn’t repent, they missed out on | nén ho da danh mat an sung cua Thién Chda. .
65 God’s grace. %
5 (] Do c6 thé khdng phai 1a mot chi dé& hap dan, s (]

% It may not be _an attractive tgpic_, but nhgng su an nén_lé mot phan quan trong trong %
q& repentance is a vital part of our life in the | doi song Tam Linh cua ching ta. Neu khong %Ezi‘
? Spirit. Without it, we would remain subject to | c6 n6, chung ta s€ van phai chiu sy kiéu ngao | Z
5(‘ the pride and self-centeredness that trapped our | va ich ky da mac bay cha me dau tién cua %%
© first parents—and with dire consequences. chdng ta - va gay ra nhitng hau qua tham khoc. | S

If you find repentance hard, it may be due in | Néu ban thay kho an nan, c6 thé mot phan la é&‘
i

= part to your image of God. Do you imagine a | do hinh anh cta ban vé Chua. Ban c6 tuong %
=/ (‘ stern overlord who metes out punishment with | twong mot vi lanh chia nghiém khac thyuc hién ) (‘
? a firm, unflinching hand? Or do you think of a | hinh phat bang ban tay kién quyét va khong ?
q R(‘ Father who longs to be reunited with his | nao ning khéng? Hay ban nghi dén mot nguoi %%(‘
. children? We should never avoid confessing | Cha khao khat dugc doan tu vai con cai cua %i
= our sins to him because we are afraid of his | minh? Ching ta khdng bao gio nén tranh thu %
S (‘ punishment. This isn’t the God that Jesus | nhan toi 16i cua minh voéi Ngai vi chiing ta sg %ij (‘
é{'R revealed. This isn’t the shepherd who goes in | Ngai tring phat. Pay khong phai 1a Thién %
« search of the lost sheep, the father who waits | Chua ma Chua Giésu da mac khai. Pay khong ﬂ‘
9 eagerly for his prodigal son to come home, or | phai 1la nguoi muc tir di tim con chién lac, 9

the God who offered up his only Son so that | ngudi cha hao huc cho doi dira con hoang dang %é%(‘
we could be cleansed and purified. tro ve, hay Thién Chtia da hién t¢ Con Mot cua @é
=
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minh dé ching ta duoc sach va thanh tay.
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% Jesus” words against Chorazin and Bethsaida | Nhitng 10i caa Chla Giésu chéng lai Corasin %
(‘ are not the words of an angry God looking to | va Bétsaida khdng phai la nhiing loi caa mot %‘
a= punish the wayward. They are the words of a | Thién Chda gian dit muén trirng phat nhirng ké g”q
@‘ mournful God lamenting the path of self- | wong nganh. D6 1a 161 cia mét vi Thién Chla ;%ff%&‘

? destruction the people had chosen. They are the | than thé vé con duong tu huy diét ma con

=5, words of a passionate God pleading with his | ngudi da chon. D6 1a 1oi cia mét Thién Chua =

L) children, “Come back to me so that I can save | day nhi¢t huyet dang nai xin con cai Ngai: | ©

%ﬁ‘ you from the consequences of your sin!” “Hay tr¢ lai voi Ta dé Ta c6 thé ciru cac con % (‘
khoi hau qua toi 16i cta cac con!”
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%%‘ Trong loi cau nguyén hom nay, hdly huéng mat Q%i D(‘

9 In prayer today, fix your eyes on God, your | vé Thién Chta, Cha trén troi cua ban. Hiy d¢é | 9
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d R« heavenly Father. Let his love free you from | tinh yéu cua Ngai giai thoat ban khoi noi s¢ %%%

) fear. Open your heart to him, and let him take | hdi. Hdy m¢ long vai Ngai va dé Ngai xda bo %
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away your sin. toi 16i cua ban. Cf;%g(‘
2 O
& “Father, I want to be set free!” Lay Cha, con muon dugc ty do! &
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) Nguon: the word among us ?
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD. %%?(‘
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