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Tuan 10 Thwong Nién

1K 18, 20-39 1 Kings 18:20-39
Pwc Chua la Thién Chua! (1K 18,39)
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Today’s first reading describes a contest of
sorts between God’s prophet, Elijah, and a slew
of prophets dedicated to the Canaanite god,
Baal. In fact, the details of this “my-God-is-
better-than-your-god” contest might remind
you of a bitter rivalry between two sports
teams! Only in this case, the stakes are much
higher. Jezebel, Israel’s queen and worshipper
of Baal, was determined to wipe out anyone
who remained loyal to the God of Israel. But as
today’s reading shows, there is only one God,
and it certainly isn’t Baal!

Elijah’s success on Mount Carmel that day
does more than prove God’s existence. It tells
us what kind of God he is. It shows that he is a
God of relationship, a Father who cares for his
children and listens when they pour out their
hearts to him. It shows that he is faithful to his
covenant even when his own people falter in
their faith and obedience. In fact, he meets our
lack of faith with signs of his love, and he
showers us with blessings even when we don’t
deserve them.

This stands in stark contrast to the false god
Baal. Notice how completely silent Baal was to
the cries of his prophets. Even when they made
all kinds of noise and slashed themselves to get
his attention, they received no answer at all (1
Kings 18:26, 29). That isn’t good news for
anyone seeking a relationship with Baal. He
doesn’t even exist! No amount of pleading can
ever change that.

Bai doc mot hdm nay moé ta mot cudc tranh
dua gitra vi tién tri cia Thién Chua, 6ng Elia,
va mot loat cac vi tién tri sing bai than Baan
cua ngudi Canaan. Trén thuc té, chi tiét cua
cudc thi “Chta-cua-t6i-tét-hon-than-cia-ban”
nay c6 thé khién ban nhd dén su kinh dich gay
gat giita hai doi thé thao! Chi trong truong hop
nay, sé tién dit cugc S& cao hon nhiéu.
Giésaben, nir hoang va 1a nguoi tho than Baan
cua Israel, da quyét tam tiéu diét bat cw ai van
trung thanh vai Thién Chua cua Israel. Nhung
nhu bai doc hém nay cho thay, chi c6 mot
Thién Chia duy nhat va chic chan d6 khong
phai la Baan!

Sy thanh cong cua Elia trén Nui Carmel ngay
hém d6 khong chi chiing minh sy ton tai cua
Chua. N6 cho ching ta biét Ngai 1a vi Thién
Chua nao. Piéu dé cho thdy Ngai la Thién
Chua cua cac mdi tuong quan, mot ngudi Cha
luén quan tdm dén con céi va ling nghe khi
ching trit bau tdm su véi Ngai. N6 cho thay
rang Ngai trung thanh véi giao udc cua minh
ngay ca khi dan Ngai chun budc trong dac tin
va sy vang phuc caa ho. Trén thyc té, Ngai dap
ng su thiéu duc tin cua ching ta bang nhiing
dau hiéu tinh yéu cia Ngai, va Ngai ban cho
chdng ta nhirng phudéc lanh ngay ca khi chdng
ta khong xung dang véi ching.

Piéu nay hoan toan trai nguoc Vi than gia
Baan. Hay chd y Baan hoan toan im lang trudc
tiéng kéu la cua céc tién tri cia y. Ngay ca khi
ho gy ra du loai tiéng dong va tu rach minh dé
thu hat sy chd y cua y, ho cling khong nhan
dugc céu tra loi nao ca (1V 18,26. 29). bo
khong phai 14 tin t6t cho bat ky ai dang tim
kiém méi lién hé voi than Baan. Y tham chi
khong ton tai! Khdng cd loi cau xin nao co thé
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@ thay d6i duoc diéu do. @‘
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@ Ngay nay ching ta c6 cac than gia, nhung ;f%&‘

% ching thuong khéng gidng tuong Baan. Than ﬁ%
&‘ We have false gods today, but they don’t|tuong cua ching ta c6 xu huéng dén tir nhiing ﬂ‘
ha typically look like a statue of Baal. Our idols | diéu tét dep ma Chia da ban cho ching ta | 7
% tend to come from the good things God has | nhung chung ta di dé cho tdm hdn minh chiém %@‘
S

L) given us but that we have allowed to capture | hiru hon Chua Giésu. Chiing bao gém Cia cai, |
X our heart more than Jesus. They include | thuc pham, tinh duc, sic dep, quyen luc va anh %
Qﬂ‘ wealth, food, sex, beauty, and power and | huéng. Chlng ta cé thé dudi theo nhiing vi %‘
g influence. We can chase after these false gods | than gia nay theo y muon cua minh, la hét va %é%

the process, but they will never fulfill our | nhung ching s& khong bao gio dép umg dugc ?
deepest needs and longings. Only the Lord can | nhitng nhu cau va khao khat sau sac nhat cua %%%
) do that. Only he can give us life because he’s | chung ta. Chi ¢6 Chlia mai c6 the lam di€u do. %
R the only One who is alive—alive with the | Chi c6 Ngai m¢i c6 thé ban cho ching ta su | 5%
ij . - 4 . . 4 I4 N I3

%:(‘ grace, the love, the purity, and the joy we all | song béi vi Ngai la bang duy nhat con song - %:(‘

qr
%‘ all we want, shouting and hurting ourselves in | 1dm t6n thuong ban than trong qua trinh do, ﬂ‘
S

Z long for. song vai an sung, tinh yéu, su trong sach va | &

& v ¢ &7

%f% niém vui ma tat ca ching ta déu mong doi. %%
g g

é;:j So who will you follow today? Vay hém nay ban sé theo ai? %

e (‘ S (‘

éf’%? “Lord, you are my one, true God!” Lay Chua, Chua la Chia cua con, la Thién

@
(g Chia dich that! @
Ay =
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%? Mt 5, 17-19 Mathew 5:17-19 o=
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§$ Thay dén khong phai 1a dé bai bé, nhwng 1a dé kién toan (Mt 5,17)
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g (‘ It’s a common theme in romantic novels and | B6 1la moét cha dé phd bién trong cac tiéu %%(‘

é@ movies: after experiencing many ups ar]d thu_yé't va phim lang man: sau khi trdi qua a=s
[%« downs, a young man realizes that a certain | nhiéu thang tram, mot chang trai nhan ra rang ﬁ%&‘
%&’S young woman is the “missing piece” he had | mot cO gai tré nao d6 chinh 1a “manh ghép con | 9=

65 been searching for all along. She completes | thiéu” ma anh tim kiém bdy lau nay. Co iy %{
S (‘ him in a way that no other person or possession | kién toan anh 4y theo cich ma khong ngudi | = (‘
gfq ever could. So he professes his love for her, | nao hay vat s¢ hitu nao khac c6 thé lam duoc. %?%
L (0 | and the story ends with the couple married and | Vi vay, anh 4y bay to tinh yéu ciia minh véi ¢6 %‘
2z living happily ever after. ay, va cau chuyen ket thic véi viéc cap doi ket ?
g(‘ hon va séng hanh phiic mai mai. %%h
$ S
& Hinh anh manh ghép con thiéu nay c6 thé gidp %
® (‘ This image of the missing piece can help us | ching ta hiéu loi ChGa Giésu trong bai Tin %&‘

understand Jesus” words in today’s Gospel. | Mung hom nay. NOi chuyén véi dam dong é@%

Speaking to the crowd during his Sermon on | trong Bai giang trén nui, anh ay ndi rang anh fﬁ&

the Mount, he says that he has come | 4y dén dé kién toan I luat va cac 1oi ngén st. ?
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to fulfill the law and the prophets. In Judaism,
that phrase, “the law and the prophets,” is
shorthand for the whole history of Israel: from
Abraham and Moses, down to prophets like
Isaiah and Jeremiah, all the way to John the
Baptist. Jesus fulfills all of it! Every hope and
desire his people ever had can be satisfied in
his teachings and miracles, in his cross and
resurrection. He is the “missing piece” for
Israel, the One who gives full meaning and
purpose to their identity as God’s chosen
people. He completes them!

This same is true for each of us. Every one of
our desires and hopes and dreams finds its
fulfillment in all that Jesus said and did while
he walked the earth. He completes us! His love
can bind husbands and wives and children
together as a family. His mercy can banish the
guilt and shame of all of our sins. His call to
“Come, follow me” can give new purpose and
meaning to all we do (Matthew 19:21). His
healing power can cover and sustain us in our
suffering. And his teaching—especially in the
Beatitudes—can point us along the way to a
happiness that the world can never take away.

Jesus didn’t come to “abolish” your life
(Matthew 5:17). He didn’t come to overpower
you or to condemn you. He came to complete
you. He is the “missing piece” we all long for
and the only One who can make full sense of
our personal history. Why would we ever look
anywhere else?

“Jesus, you are the missing piece in my life!”

Trong Do Thai gido, cum tir “Ié luat va céc 1oi
tién tri” 12 cach viét tit cua toan bo lich su cua
Israel: tir Ap-ra-ham va Mbisen, cho dén cac
nha tién tri nhu Isaia va Giérémia, cho dén
Gioan tiy gia. Chua Giésu kién toan tat ca
nhimg diéu d6! Moi hy vong va mong mudn
ma dan toc cua Ngai timg co déu cé thé dugc
thoéa mén trong nhiing loi day va phép la cua
Ngai, trong thap tu gia va su phuc sinh cua
Ngai. Ngai 1a “manh ghép con thiéu” cua
Israel, Pang mang lai ¥ nghia va muc dich day
du cho danh tinh cua ho véi tu cach 1a dan
tuyén chon caa Thién Chda. Ngai kién toan ho!

Piéu nay ciing dung véi mdi ching ta. Moi
khao khat, hy vong va udc mo cua ching ta
déu tim thy su théa man trong tit ca nhing gi
Chua Giésu di noi va lam khi Ngai con song
trén thé gian. Ngai kién toan chidng ta! Tinh
yéu cua Ngai c6 thé gan két vo chéng va con
cai voi nhau nhu mét gia dinh. Long thuong
X6t cia Ngai co thé xua tan cam giac toi 16i va
xau ho vé moi toi 13i cua ching ta. Loi kéu goi
ciia Ngai “Hay dén ma theo ta” c6 thé mang lai
muc dich va y nghia méi cho moi viéc ching ta
lam (Mt 19,21). Quyén nang chira lanh cua
Ngai c6 thé bao phii va nang d& ching ta trong
dau kho. Va loi day caa Ngai - dac biét 1a trong
Céac Mdi Phic That - ¢ thé chi cho ching ta
con duong dan dén hanh phic ma thé gian
khong bao gio ldy di dugc.

Chua Giésu khong dén dé “huy bo” doi song
cua ban (Mt 5,17). Ngai khong dén dé ché ngy
ban hay I1&n 4n ban. Ngai dén dé kién toan ban.
Ngai 1a “manh ghép con thiéu” ma tat ca ching
ta hang khao khat va 1a Dang duy nhét c6 thé
hiéu day du vé lich sir ca nhan cua ching ta.
Tai sao chdng ta lai nhin vao bit c&r noi nao
khac?

Lay Chta Giésu, Chta la manh ghép con thiéu
trong cugc doi con!
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