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Am 2, 6-10. 13-16

Amos 2:6-10, 13-16

Vi chiing ban nguoi cong chinh dé iy tién (Am 2,6)
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Amos was a prophet who wasn’t afraid to
confront those in power. An outsider from
Judah who had originally worked as a sheep
breeder, he was called by the Lord to prophesy
to the leaders of the northern kingdom of
Israel. Unlike the prophets who were employed
by the king, Amos was independent. He had no
“skin in the game,” so he was able to say
exactly what these leaders needed to hear.

For the next six days, we will read from the
Book of Amos. Some of his words will make
us uncomfortable, but that’s the point. Amos
saw how the rich and powerful were exploiting
the poor and needy, how they were selling “the
just man for silver” (2:6). And he warned them
of the consequences of such actions: “The
strong man . . . shall not save his life” (2:14).

This sin—the strong taking advantage of the
weak—has always plagued humankind. It was
a problem even for the people of Israel, despite
the fact that the Law of Moses prohibited such
behavior. And despite Jesus’ teachings and the
example of his own life, it remains a
temptation for all of us.

That’s why it’s important for us to take on the
heart of God. He loves people who are poor,
weak, and vulnerable in a special way, and he
wants us to have the same love and regard for
them as well. But not only does he want us to
care for their needs; he also wants us to defend
them against those who would exploit or
mistreat them. This means calling out injustice
wherever we see it.

AmGét 12 mot nha tién tri khdng ngai d6i dau
véi nhitng ké ndm quyén. La mot ngudi ngoai
xt Giuda vbén ban dau lam coéng viéc chin
chién, 6ng dugc Chia kéu goi noi tién tri cho
cac nha lanh dao vuong quéc Israel phia bac.
Khoéng giéng nhu cac nha tién tri dugc nha vua
tuyén dung, Amét doc 1ap. Ong khong co “so
trong tro choi” nén 0ng c6 thé ndi chinh xac
nhitng gi cac nha lanh dao nay can nghe.

Trong sau ngay tagi, chung ta sé€ doc Sach
Amot. Mot s6 10i ndi cua 6ng s& khién ching
ta kh6 chiu, nhung d6 chinh 1a van dé. Amét da
thay nhiing nguoi giau c6 va quyén luc boc 16t
ngudi nghéo va thiéu thén nhu thé nao, ho béan
“ngudi cong chinh dé ldy tién” nhu thé nao
(2,6). Va ong da canh bao ho vé hau qua cua
nhitng hanh dong do6: “Ké manh mé... s€
khong ciru duoc mang séng minh” (2,14).

T6i 13i nay - ké manh loi dung ké yéu - di luon
hanh ha loai ngudi. P6 1a mot van dé ngay ca
d6i véi nguoi dan Israel, mic du thuc té 1a
Luat Mdisen cam hanh vi nhu vay. Va bét chap
nhitng loi giang day cua Chua Giésu va guong
sang cua chinh cudc doi Ngai, no van la mot
con cam dd ddi véi tat ca ching ta.

P6 1a 1y do tai sao diéu quan trong ddi véi
chang ta 1a phai chiém lay tim long cua Chua.
Ngai yéu thuong nhitng ngudi ngheo, yéu dudi
va d& bj tén thuong mot cach dic biét, va Ngai
mudbn ching ta cling c6 tinh yéu va su quan
tam nhu vy ddi vai ho. Nhung Ngai khong chi
muén ching ta quan tdm dén nhu cau cua ho;
Ngai ciing mubn ching ta bao vé ho truéc
nhitng ké boc 16t hodc nguoc dii ho. Piéu nay
c6 nghia 1a 1én &n su bat cdng & bat ctr noi nao
chiing ta nhin thay no.

F ol g

aﬁ

@) =Ea @

= g2 g2 g2 32 48 68 48 a8 a6 8 88 68 888 68 88 8
L R R O R R R

TSI

R0 R0 R0 e e e e

LG
.G
L
L
LG
L
L
L (
%
L (
%
o
By
L
By
L
B
L
:%i'@
&

7



&, & & E & & & & . & & & & & & & & &
o 2o 20 Bo 10 0 120 B B0 o B B0 IR0 B0 e 0 B0 B
& @
2 L0
KIS Rat it nguoi trong ching ta cam thay c6 trach | &
%« Few of us feel up to the task of fighting | nhiém chéng lai nhitng té nan cua x@ hdi, g%&‘
= society’s ills, but the fact is, we don’t have to | nhung thuc t€ 1a ching ta khdng phai lam cong §1’<§
@‘ do this work alone. We can join other | viéc nay mot minh. Ching ta c6 thé tham gia %&‘
? Christians who are fighting for change. They | cing nhiing Kitd hitu khac dang dau tranh cho ?
% need our time, our energy, our financial | su thay doi. Ho can thoi gian, sac luc, nguon %@‘
S

) resources, and most especially, our prayers. | tai chinh cua chung ta va dac biét nhat 1a >
X Working together, we can be the prophetic | nhitng 16i cau nguyén cua ching ta. Cung nhau %
® « voice that Amos was! lam viéc, ching ta c6 thé tré thanh tieng noi %‘
@ tién tri nhu Amot! &
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T “Lord, give me the courage to defend those | Lay Chua, xin ban cho con long can dam dé ?53
%%‘ who are weak.” bao vé nhitng nguoi yéu duoi. %%&‘
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%ﬂz%« Mt 8,18-22  Matthew 8:18-22 ) ?@‘
A Hay theo Thay, hiy dé ké chét chon ké chét (Mt 8,22) S

Vi
g;j %
(‘ One thing is clear from today’s Gospel: Jesus | C6 mét diéu rd rang trong Tin mirng hdm nay: O (‘
é?’%@ doesn’t sugarcoat the cost of discipleship. For | Chua Giésu khong to v& cho cai gia cua viec @’%ﬂ
st (‘ Jesus’ followers, it might just mean not having | lam ngudi moén d¢. Poi vei nhitng nguoi theo g&‘
o= a place to sleep at night or not being able to say | Chua Giésu, dieu d6 chi c6 nghia la khong c6 é{’({
%@ good-bye to a dying parent. Countless | cho ngu qua dém hodc khong thé ndi Ioi tam 5%(‘
9 Christians over the centuries have even paid | biét véi cha me sap chét. VO so6 tin hitu qua| 9
% the ultimate price with the sacrifice of their | nhiéu thé ky tham chi da phai tra gi4 cudi cling %
§$ lives. So when we read these words today, we | bang su hy sinh mang song cia minh. Vi vay, \%&‘
o feel more than a little anxious. “If T follow | khi chung ta doc nhirng 161 nay ngay hém nay, %%
S

g ® | Jesus wholeheartedly, what will it cost me?” ching ta cam thé),/ mot cht lo lang. “Néu tOi
% h‘é‘z”long theo Chua Giésu, toi sé phai tra gia %?%
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G’,k i a X 5 A 2 z A am 2:
5(‘ Tuy_ nhlen_,l néu ban ngh1 Ve no, ban cé thé da %%i(‘
® . . phai tra gia. Theo Chua Giésu c6 nghia la ban | s,
By | o, ot DO S o | e v am dphm 10 |
© (‘ E)esus m)éans thaty opu 3f/1avge to tl)oattle.tem tation% the hang ngay. NO cling c6 the ¢6 nghia 1a mot %‘
7 ; e d 31 £t P oo | con duong sy nghiép thip kém hon dé gitip 7
R(‘ to sin, maybe daily. It might also mean a 1ess | 1,y ganh phidu thoi gian hon cho gia dinh hoac %f%(‘
S PfEBITIeNE ElteEs path that er}ables Je phuc vu gi4o xir ciia ban. N6 ¢ thé c6 nghiala | S
& spend more t'me.WIth your _fa_mlly 47 D e séng don gian hon dé ban cd thé quang dai cho %
® @ | your parish. It might mean living more simply nhimg ngudi can dén. Trong tat ca nhiing cach %‘
7 so that you can give generously to those in 3

ndy va hon thé nira, chiing ta hy sinh dé theo | &
need. In all these ways and more, we make Ch}:]z:Giésu une Y %é%(‘
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sacrifices to follow Jesus. >
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So why would anyone decide to be a disciple?
For the same reason that so many people in
Jesus’ time chose to follow him: they couldn’t
resist him. His look radiated God’s
unconditional love and mercy and his words
spoke to the deepest desires of their hearts. We
too know that there’s nowhere else where we
will find what we are really looking for: the
love that covers a multitude of sins; the joy of

Vay tai sa0 moi ngudi lai quyét dinh tro thanh
ngudi moén dé? Ciing vi 1y do 6 ma rét nhiéu
ngudi vao thoi Chua Giésu da chon theo Ngai:
ho khéng thé cudng lai Ngai. Cai nhin cua
Ngai thé hién tinh yéu thuong va long thuong
xot vo didu kién cua Thién Chua va nhiing 1oi
cua Ngai néi I&n nhitng uéc mudn sau xa nhat
trong 10ng ho. Chung ta ciing biét rang khong
¢6 noi nao khac ma ching ta s& tim thay nhiing
gi chung ta dang thuc sy tim kiém: tinh yéu
che phi muén van toi 15i; niém vui khi duoc
biét dén, duoc chip nhan va duoc tha thir; va
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being known, accepted, and forgiven; and the
hope of living forever with God in heaven. hy vong duoc séng mai mai véi Thién Chua ?
trén Thién dang.
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Mac du vay, s€ co nhitng ngay khi cac doi hoi %
lam mén d¢ sé khién ban ty hoi liu didu d6 co | 2
dang hay khong. That cam do6 khi nhin moi

« Even so, there will be days when the demands
O of discipleship will cause you to wonder

& ., . , ) &
%ﬂz%qi‘ “;%et:leerolrt] Str\:é Or\gli dlé' E); dte;?]%tlrﬁo:]c:jell?ovlf/hat ngudi trén con duong rong thénh thang va tu ?@‘
9 peop Y| hai tai sao ban lai di trén con duong hep (Mt 7, | 9

& you’re plodding along on the narrow path
(Matthew 7:13-14). Following Jesus always
means, in one way or another, following him to
the cross. But just as he triumphed in the end,
so will you when you join him in heaven. In
the meantime, you can count on Jesus to be
with you, pouring out his love and grace to
% help you follow him, no matter what the cost.

13-14). bi theo Chua Giésu ludn ludn c6 nghia
14, bang cach nay hay céach khéc, theo Ngai dén
thap ty gia. Nhung cudi cing, giéng nhu Ngai
da chién thing, ban ciing vay khi ciing Ngai 1én
Thién dang. Trong khi chd doi, ban c6 thé
trong cay vao Chla Giésu & ciing ban, doc hét
tinh yéu va &n sing cia Ngai dé gidp ban theo
Ngai, bat ké gia nao.
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Lay Chla Giésu, con cam ta Chia, vi Chia da
moi goi con di theo Chua. Xin givp con ddp tra

65(‘ “Thank you, Jesus, for inviting me to follow
b lzi ngay hém nay ma khong hé tinh toan.

you. Help me to respond today without
counting the cost.”
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