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Chua Nhat, 5-5-2024. Nam B
Sunday, May-5-2024. Year B

Tuan 6 Phuc Sinh

1Ga4, 7-10 1 John 4:7-10
Thién Chua la tinh yéu (1Ga 4,8)
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A statement like “God is love” can sound so
abstract! But in today’s second reading, John
follows up this revelation with a second one:
God’s love is revealed to us in Jesus, who
offered himself on the cross “so that we might
have life through him” (1 John 4:9). And as
Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel, we, too, are
called to lay down our lives for one another out
of love (John 15:13).

But unlike Jesus, we usually aren’t called to
literally die for someone. So what does it
actually look like to lay down our lives for
another person?

Today’s first reading from Acts gives us a
model. A Roman centurion named Cornelius
invites Peter to come to his home in Caesarea,
about a thirty-five-mile walk. Peter knows it is
“unlawful for a Jewish man to associate with,
or visit, a Gentile,” yet he goes anyway (Acts
10:28). When he begins preaching the good
news to them, the Holy Spirit falls on
Cornelius and the rest of the people gathered
there, and they are “baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ” (10:48).

Peter was doing what Jesus had commanded
when he said, “Love one another as I love you”
(John 15:12). He was laying down his life for
these former enemies by listening to the
Spirit’s leading, taking the time to journey to
Caesarea, entering the centurion’s house, and
then going out on a limb to baptize Gentiles.

Mot cau ndi nhu “Thién Chaa Ia tinh yéu”
nghe c6 Vvé rat triru tuong! Nhung trong bai doc
tha hai hém nay, Thanh Gioan ndi tiép mac
khai ndy bang mac khai thu hai: Tinh yéu cua
Thién Chta dugc mac khai cho chung ta noi
Chutia Giésu, Pang d3 hién minh trén thap gia
“dé nho Nguoi ma chang ta duoc song” (1Ga
4,9). Va nhu Chua Giésu noi vai ching ta
trong bai Tin Mung hom nay, ching ta ciing
dugc moi goi hy sinh mang séng vi yéu thuong
nhau (Ga 15,13).

Nhung khong giéng nhu Chiia Giésu, ching ta
thuong khong duoc kéu goi chét vi ai do6 theo
dung nghia den. Vay viéc hy sinh mang séng
ctia minh cho ngudi khac thuc sy trong nhu thé
nao?

Bai doc mét sach Cong Vu hdm nay cho ching
ta mot mau muc. Mot doi truéng La Ma tén la
Cornelius moi Phérd dén nha 6ng & Sé-sa-ré,
cach d6 khoang 35 dam di bo. Phérd biét rang
“mot nguoi Do Thai két giao hodc dén tham
nguoi ngoai 1a trai luat”, tuy nhién 6ng van di
(Cv 10,28). Khi 6ng bit dau rao giang tin
mung cho ho, Chda Thanh Than ngu xudng
trén Cornelius va nhirng nguoi con lai tu tap ¢
do, va ho “duoc rira toi nhan danh Chula Giésu
Kit6 (10,48).

Phérd dang lam nhiing gi Chua Giésu d truyén
day khi Ngai noi: “Héy yéu nhau nhu Thay yéu
cac con” (Ga 15,12). Ngai dang hy sinh mang
séng minh cho nhiing ké thu cii nay bang céach
ling nghe sy dan dit caa Thanh Linh, danh
thoi gian hanh trinh dén Sé-sa-ré, vao nha cua
vién do6i truong va sau d6 liéu linh di ra lam
phép ria cho dan Ngoai.
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Each day we are presented with opportunities
to lay down our lives for one another out of
love. It might cost us our time or our energy. It
might  require  courage, patience, or
forbearance. We might have to step out in faith.
But as we do these things—even those that
seem routine or mundane—we are making the
abstract truth that “God is love” into a living
reality. We are revealing God’s love to the
world.

“Holy Spirit, open my eyes to those times
today when | can love someone as you have
loved me.”

M®di ngay ching ta déu c6 co hoi hy sinh mang
séng vi nhau vi tinh yéu. N6 c6 thé khién
ching ta tén thoi gian hodc nang lwong. N6 ¢6
thé doi hoi su can dam, kién nhan hoic nhan
nai. Ching ta c6 thé phai budc di trong dc tin.
Nhung khi chung ta 1am nhimg diéu nay - ké
ca nhimg diéu cd vé thuong & hoic tran tyc -
chung ta dang bién 1& that triru tuwong ring
“Chua la tinh yéu” thanh hién thyc song dong.
Chung ta dang bay to tinh yéu ctua Thién Chua
cho thé gidi.

Lay Chda Thanh Than, hom nay xin m¢ mét
cho con thay nhitng lic con cé thé yéu ai do
nhu Chua da yéu con.

Ga 15, 9-17 John 15:9-17

Khoéng phai anh em di chon Thiy, nhung chinh Thay da chon anh em (Ga 15,16)

Matthias must have felt doubly chosen by God.
Being among the followers of Jesus who had
been with him from the start, he likely heard
the Lord say, “Come follow me.” Then he was
chosen to replace Judas as one of the Twelve.
How did that second calling come about? By
casting lots—in other words, what some might
call chance. The apostles used this random
method for two reasons. First, because they
couldn’t choose between two equally qualified
candidates: Matthias and Joseph Barsabbas.
And second, to make sure that the decision
would be God’s and not theirs.

But Matthias’ calling didn’t start with a roll of
the dice. It didn’t even start with Jesus’ initial
call to him. Matthias was chosen “before the
foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4). God
had chosen Matthias before he was even
conceived! That choice guided this man every
day before he first met Jesus, and it continued
to define his life every day thereafter. You
could say that God was choosing Matthias day

Maétthia han da cam thay dwoc Thién Chula
chon hai lan. O triong s6 nhitng moén dé cua
Chua Giésu da ¢ voi Ngai ngay tir dau, 6ng c6
thé da nghe Chua noi, “Hay theo t61”. Sau do,
ong duoc chon dé thay thé Giuda nhu mot
trong nhom Mudi Hai. Lan kéu goi thi hai dén
bang cach nao? Bang cach rat thim - ndi cach
khac, mot sé nguoi c6 thé goi 1a co hoi. Cac
tong d6 da sir dung phwong phap ngiu nhién
nay vi hai ly do. Thir nhat, vi ho khong thé
chon giita hai wng ctr vién dua tiéu chuan nhu
nhau: Matthia va Giuse Basaba. Va thu hai, dé
bao dam rang quyét dinh s& la cua Chua chir
khong phai cua ho.

Nhung on goi cia Matthia khdng bit dau bang
mot lan lic xi ngau. N6 tham chi khong bat dau
bang 10i kéu goi ban dau cia Chua Giésu doi
véi 6ng. Matthia da duoc chon “trudc khi sang
thé” (Ep 1,4). Thién Chua di chon Matthia
trude khi 6ng dugc thu thai! Sy lya chon do da
huéng dan ngudi ndy modi ngay truse khi ong
gap Chua Giésu lan dau tién, va no tiép tuc xéac
dinh cudc séng cua dng mdi ngay sau do. Ban
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after day, shaping him and leading him—even
when Matthias didn’t realize it.

You can probably guess where we are going
with this. God has chosen each of us in the
same way. He has chosen you. He had you in
mind before you were born. He knew what
your gifts and talents, strengths and challenges
would be, and he shaped a plan for you that
would lead you to his heavenly throne. Every
day, he continues to choose you with the same
love that he had from the beginning.

This doesn’t mean your life will always be free
of conflict. But it does mean that no matter
what you face today, God is still with you,
choosing you. He is always choosing the best
way for you. Even when you choose the exact
opposite way, he “recalculates” your route so
that you can find him and follow him.

Take some time today to ponder the joy
embedded in this truth. Day after day, he wants
to be near you, to walk with you, to show you
his love.

“Jesus, I'm amazed that you choose me! Help
me to follow you more closely today.”

c6 thé néi rang Thién Chua dang chon Métthia
ngay ndy qua ngay khac, dinh hinh 6ng va dan
dat éng - ngay ca khi Matthia khdng nhan ra
diéu do.

Ban c6 thé doan dugc ching ta s& di dau voi
diéu nay. Thién Chua di chon mdi ngudi
chdng ta theo cung mot cach. Ngai da chon
ban. Ngai di nghi dén ban trudc khi ban dugc
sinh ra. Ngai biét nhitng mon qua va tai ning,
sic manh va thach thac cua ban s& nhu thé
nao, va Ngai di vach ra cho ban mot ké hoach
dan ban dén ngai vang trén troi caa Ngai. Mdi
ngay, Ngai van tiép tuc chon ban véi tinh yéu
nhu thué ban dau.

Diéu nay khong c6 nghia 1a cudc séng caa ban
sé khéng bao gio c6 xung dot. Nhung no co
nghia 1a cho du ban phai di mat voi diéu gi
hom nay, Thién Chla van & bén ban va chon
ban. Ngai ludn chon céach tét nhat cho ban.
Ngay ca khi ban chon con dwong hoan toan
nguoc lai, Ngai van “tinh toan lai” 16 trinh cua
ban dé ban c6 thé tim thiy Ngai va di theo
Ngai.

Hay danh chit thoi gian hom nay dé suy gam
vé niém vui dugc gan vao sy that nay. Ngay
qua ngay, Ngai muén ¢ gan ban, di dao véi
ban, cho ban thay tinh yéu ctia Ngai.

Lay Chua Giésu, con rdt ngac nhién khi Chta
chon con! Xin giup con di theo Chua sat hon
trong ngay hdém nay.

Nguén: the word among us

Chuyén ngir: Linh myc Phaold Vii Bac Thanh, SDD.
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