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@,  Cv1s, 23-28 Acts 18:23-28 ‘ &=
® « Khi dén noi, nho on Chia, dng da giup ich nhieu cho cac tin hiru (Cv 18,27) %‘
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= « Many houseplants can live for a long time with | Nhiéu cay trong trong nha c6 thé song lau chi %‘
?R just an occasional watering. But if you were to | can thinh thoang tudi nudc. Nhung néu ban @’,R
%%‘ add a little fertilizer and water more regularly, | bon thém mét it phan bon va tuéi nude thuong %%‘
$ you might be amazed at how quickly a plant | xuyén hon, ban ¢ thé ngac nhién veé toc d6 | 9
X perks up. It becomes lusher, its leaves are | phat tricn cua cdy. N6 tro nén tuoi tot hon, 14 %
>N « glossier, and flowers start to bud. Not only | bong hon va hoa bat dau dam choi. N6 khong %‘

?q does it look better, but it brightens up the | chi trong dep hon ma con lam sang ca can g”q
= | whole room as well! hong! ﬁ%(‘
! phong!
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%@q« S.u; song trongA Thénh ALinh cﬁaAchl'JngAta gc’) thé_ S@‘

%&S giong nhu mot cai cdy nhu vay. That tot khi | $

é’;':jR Our life in the Spirit can be like such a plant. | duy tri thi quen cau nguyén va Thanh I¢ binh %(‘
S

%:(‘ It’s good to maintain our normal routine of | thudng, nhung d6i khi ching ta c6 thé duoc
[%Q prayer and the Mass, but sometimes we can | huong loi tir viéc tao thém dong luc cho ban g%
D@;i‘ benefit from giving ourselves an extra boost. | than. C4 thé chiing ta chon mot cuon sach tam @;i‘
z Maybe we pick up a spiritual book or go on a | linh hogc di tinh tdm hodc hanh huong. Hoac ?
R(‘ retreat or pilgrimage. Or maybe we join a | cd thé ching ta tham gia mét budi hoc Kinh %(‘
> parish Bible study or start listening to a | thanh cua giao xa hodc bat dau nghe mot|
% Catholic podgast that can take our faith to a pO(,jcast Cpng giao co the (’:qua duc tin cua %
$$ new level. Like that houseplant, we perk up | ching ta Ién mét tam cao méi. Giong nhu cay %Ezi‘
& when we take in a little extra spiritual | trong trong nha d6, chung ta vui vé hon khi | ¢
% &
S

= (‘ nourishment. And at the same time, our growth | dugc bo sung thém mét chat dinh dudng tinh
%5 in Christ’s love helps us “brighten up” the lives | than. Bong thoi, su 16n 1én trong tinh yéu Chia 7
% of the people around us. Kito gitup ching ta “thip sang” cudc séng cua C%
@{i‘ nhitng nguoi xung quanh. é&‘
65 We see this happen in today’s ﬁ‘rst regdlpg. ) o . %{
by (‘ First, Paul travels throughout Galatia “bringing | Chung ta thay diéu nay xay ra trong bai doc ey (‘
6{'3 strength to all the disciples” along the way | mot hom nay. Pau tién, Phaold di khap vung =
(‘ (Acts 18:23). Then, we meet Apollos, a | Galat ¢ “mang sttc manh cho tat ca cAc moén @‘
$§ believer with great zeal but little understanding | d¢” trén dudng di (Cv 18,23). Sau do, ching ta | 9

of the gospel. Priscilla and Aquila spend time | gap Apf)lﬁ,, mot tin do6 rat sét sing nhung lai %ﬁ
“fertilizing” his faith, and as a result, he | hiéu biét rat it vé Tin mung. Priscilla va Aquila | <, (‘
becomes an even more powerful witness to | danh thoi gian “bén phan” duc tin cua 6ng, va %
Christ. So much so that when they send him | két qua la dng tré thanh mot nhén chirng manh ﬂ‘
2 : 13 ~ /. A A X - PN %
out to preach, he is able to give “great | m&hon cho Chua Kit6. Bén noi khi ho sai dng a=
assistance to those who had come to believe” | di rao giang, 6ng cé thé “giup do rat nhiéu cho ?@%(‘
(18:27). nhitng ai da tin” (18,27). Y
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Today, thank God for the ways that your faith
already builds up the people around you. But
also consider if he is inviting you to spend a
little extra time with him so that you can
become an even more effective witness to his
love. You don’t have to memorize the entire
Bible, and you don’t need a theologian’s
training. You just need to take one small step.
He does the rest.

“Here I am, Lord; I’'m ready to learn. How can
I become a better witness to your love?”

HO6m nay, hdy cam on Chua vi nhirng cach duc
tin cua ban da xay dyng nhiing nguoi Xxung
quanh ban. Nhung ciing hdy can nhic xem liéu
Ngai c6 moi ban danh thém chat thoi gian véi
Ngai dé ban c6 thé tré thanh nhan ching hiéu
qua hon cho tinh yéu ctia Ngai hay khdng. Ban
khong can phai thudc long toan bd Kinh Thanh
va cling khong can duoc dio tao nhu mot nha
than hoc. Ban chi can thuc hién mot budc nho.
Ngai s& lam phan con lai.

Lay Chua, con day; con san sang hoc hoi. Lam
sao con cO thé tr¢ thanh nhan chang tot hon
cho tinh yéu cua Chua?

John 16:23-28
Ga 16, 23-28

Vi chinh Cha yéu thwong anh em (Ga 16, 27)

At every Mass, the priest introduces the Our
Father by noting that we can “dare” to offer
this prayer because Jesus himself has
instructed us to. It is, after all, a little bold to
address the Creator of the entire universe in
such personal, intimate terms! But that’s
exactly what Jesus told us: God’s love for us is
as strong as the love any father feels for his
children—in fact, he loves us more than any
earthly father could ever love his children.

But don’t you find it hard, no matter how many
times you pray the Lord’s Prayer, to believe,
deep down, that God loves you? Think of the
kinds of thoughts that can creep into our
minds: Sure God loves humanity in general,
but he must be disappointed with me. God has
given me so many blessings, but I still fall
short; how could he love someone like
that? Whenever these thoughts arise, imagine
Jesus telling you in his strong voice, “The

Trong mdi Thanh 1&, Linh muc gigi thiéu vé
Chua Cha cua chlng ta bang cach luu y rang
ching ta c6 thé “dam” dang 10i cau nguyén nay
boi vi chinh Chua Giésu da huéng dan ching
ta 1am diéu d6. Rot cudc, can phai tdo bao mot
chut khi dé cap dén Pang Tao Hoa cua toan thé
vil try bang nhitng tir ngir than mat va riéng tu
nhu vay! Nhung d6 chinh xac la nhitng gi
Chua Giésu da noi véi chang ta: Tinh yéu cua
Thién Chtia danh cho chung ta cling manh mé
nhu tinh yéu ma bat ky ngudi cha nao danh
cho con cai caa minh - trén thyc té, Ngai con
yéu thuong ching ta hon bat ky nguoi cha tran
thé nao co thé yéu thuong con minh.

Nhung ban c6 thay khé khong, du ban cé cau
nguyén kinh Lay Cha bao nhiéu lan di ching
nita, thi trong sau tham, ban c6 tin rang Thién
Chua yéu thuong ban khong? Hiy nghi dén
nhitng kiéu suy nghi c6 thé len 16i trong tam tri
ching ta: Chac chan rang Thién Chia  yéu
thuwong loai ngwoi noi chung, nhung Ngai phdi
that vong vé téi. Thién Chiia dd ban cho téi
biét bao on lanh, nhung toi van con thiéu sét;
Lam sao Ngai c6 thé yéu thuwong mét nguoi
nhur thé? Bat cir khi nao nhitng y nghi nay nay
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%{S Father himself loves you” (John 16:27). sinh, hdy tuéng tuong Chua Giésu noi véi ban | $

@ M 2 ~ 5 N , 7
g%%{ bang giong manh mé& cua Ngai: “Chinh Cha gg;\%
) 5(‘ yéu thuong anh em” (Ga 16, 27). %‘

Vi
&7 @
%%ji‘ Chinh Chua Giésu dd dua ra bang chung vé %r%&‘
? Jesus himself gave proof of his Father’s love | tinh yéu thuong cua Cha Ngai chi vai gio sau ?
% only a few short hours later when he went | d6 khi Ngai sin long di t6i cuoc khd nan va céi g@‘
=

L) willingly to his passion and death. This act of | chét cuia minh. Hanh dong yéu thuong nay >
E= love so moved St. John that, decades later, he | khién thanh Gioan cam dong dén ndi, nhiéu %
;ﬂ‘ remembered Jesus’ promise that our joy would | thap kgf sau, ‘ngéi nhé lai 1oi hta cua Chua %‘
= be “complete” because he made it possible for | Giésu rang niém vui cua Chl'mgﬁta sf; “t‘rQn ven” %é%
% us to approach God as our Father (John 16:24). | vi Ngai di giup ching ta c6 thé dén gan Thién ﬂ‘
9 Cha l1a Cha cua ching ta (Ga 16, 24). $
L =
® « Su that ndy mang tinh cach mang dén ndi n6 da g&‘
& _ _ ) ) thay doi tien trinh lich st - va né ciing dang |
%35(‘ This truth is so revolutionary that it has thay déi cuge doi ban! Hay danh mét chdt thoi §0

7 chang_ed the course of history—and it is gian ciu nguyén cua ban ngay hom nay dé ngdi | 2
f%« changing your life as well! Spend some of your | v cau nay. Hay doc di doc lai nhidu 1an, hoic %“
é prayer time today sitting with tr_ns verse. Read | ty minh doc thudc long: “Chinh Cha yéu %i
g’tj it over and over again, or recite it aloud to thuong ban” (Ga 16, 27). Hay cau xin Chta %
® (‘ yourself: “The Father himself loves you™ (John | Thanh Than mang I& that nay vé nha cho ban. | sg (‘
6;%? 16:27). Ask the Holy Spl_rlt to_ bring this truth | kpi ban 1am nhu vay, hay tuéng tugng Chl:Ja g%
?&‘ home to you. As you do, imagine Jesus at your | Gjgsy ¢ bén canh ban, khuyén khich ban di dén g%i‘
7 suje, encouraging you to go to thg Father. Put | ysi Chia Cha. Hay gat bo moi suy nghi vé| Z
@D@ aside any thought of God as being cruel or | Thign Chia la doc 4c, gian dit hoic khong %(‘
) angry or unfor'g1v1'ng. I'nstead, focus on John’s | \hoan nhuong. Thay vao do, hdy tap trung vao |
% unflinching faith in th1§ truth: “God so loved | qyc tin khong lay chuyén cua Gioan vao 18 that %
% si‘ the world that he gave his only Son” (3:16). nay: “Thién Chtia yéu thuong thé gian dén ndi g&‘
Y da ban Con Mdt cua Ngai” (3, 16). %%‘
)

% God loves you. Whoever you are and whatever ghiénﬁl?ﬁa yéu thuong b?n.bDu ban la ai va %
= \i‘ you’ve done, he still loves you. Come to him in an _Cla am gl, N§a1 van }’e“ oan. Ly d?n vol E&‘
IS prayer today. Dare to call him your Father. Ngali trong |&1 cau nguyén hom nay. Hay goi | 9=

& R ” @
ﬁ(‘ Ngai 12 Cha cia ban. Q@(ﬁ
) .
¢ “Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus, hear | |gy Cha trén troi, nhan danh Chda Giésu, xin | &
). R(‘ my prayer.” nghe loi con cdu nguyén %%(‘
9 o %
e &
L L(
ém\« Nguén: the word among us %«
° e
Chuyén ngit: Linh myc Phaolé Vit Buc Thanh, SDD. é%g%i‘
)
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