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my light and my salvation.

The light of Christ removes the darkness and
reveals the goodness of God to us

Just as natural light exposes the darkness and
reveals what is hidden, so God's word enables
those with eyes of faith to perceive the hidden
truths of God's kingdom. Our universe could
not exist without light - and no living thing
could be sustained without it. Just as natural
light produces warmth and energy - enabling
seed to sprout and living things to grow - in like
manner, God's light and truth enables us to
grow in the abundant life which only he can
offer us. Jesus' words produce life - the very life
of God - within those who receive it with faith.

To see Jesus, the Word of God who became
flesh for our sake (John 1), is to see God in
visible form. To hear the words of Jesus is to
hear the voice of God. He is the very light of
God that has power to overcome the darkness of
sin, ignorance, and unbelief. God's light and
truth brings healing, pardon, and
transformation. This light is not only for the
chosen people of Israel, but for the whole world
as well. Jesus warns that if we refuse to listen to
his word, if we choose to ignore it or to take it
very lightly, then we choose to remain in
spiritual darkness.

The Word of God has power to set us free from
sin, doubt, and deception

Jesus made it clear that he did not come to
condemn us, but rather to bring us abundant life
and freedom from the oppression of sin, Satan,
and a world in opposition to God's truth and
goodness. We condemn ourselves when we
reject God's word of truth, life, and wisdom. It
is one thing to live in ignorance due to lack of
knowledge and understanding, but another thing
to disdain the very source of truth who is Christ
Jesus, the Word of God sent from the Father.
Jesus says that his word - which comes from the

“Chua la anh sang va on ciru do cua toi”.

Anh sing Dirc Kitd xd6a tan bong téi va mdgc
khdi 1ong nhéan hgu cia TC danh cho ching ta

Gidng nhu anh sang tu nhién xua tan béng t6i va
boc 16 nhitng gi bi che gidu, ciing vay, Loi Chia
gitp cho nhiing ai ¢6 déi mat dirc tin dé hiéu
dugc nhitng chan Iy caa nuée Chua duoc gidu
an. Thé gigi cua ching ta khong thé ton tai ma
khong c6 &nh sang - va khdng mot sinh vat nao
c6 thé duy tri ma khdng c6 né. Gidng nhu anh
sang tu nhién ciing dem lai sw 4m 4p va ning
luong - gidp cho hat gibng moc Ién va cho
nhitng sinh vat duoc phat trién - trong cach thic
tuong tu, anh sdng va chan ly cua Thién Chia
gilp chang ta I6n Ién trong su song Ngai ban
cho chung ta. Loi cia Puc Giésu dem lai su
séng - sw song thdt cua Thién Chla - trong
nhirng ai don nhan no vai long tin.

Thiy Btc Giésu, Ngdi Loi cia Thién Chda,
Déng di trd nén xé4c pham vi ching ta (Ga 1), la
thdy Thién Chua trong cach thac hitu hinh.
Nghe 1oi cua Btc Giésu la nghe tiéng néi cua
Thién Chua. Nguoi la anh sang that cua Thién
Chda, c6 sicc manh ché ngu béng tdi cua toi 13i,
su dbt nat, va vo tin. Anh sang va chan ly cua
Thién Chaa dem lai sy chira lanh, tha thir, va
bién ddi. Anh sang nay khdng chi cho dan Israel
duogc tuyén chon nhung con cho ca thé gidi nira.
Puc Giésu canh bao rang néu chiing ta khudc tir
ling nghe 15i ciia Nguoi, néu chung ta lya chon
phat 1o hay coi nhe no, ching ta chon lva ¢ lai
trong béng téi thiéng liéng.

Loi Chla co sic mgnh gidi thoat chung ta
khai tgi loi, nghi ngo, va su lira doi

Puc Giésu noi rd rang Nguoi khong dén dé 1én
an chung ta, nhung dung hon 1a dé dem lai su
séng sung man va sy giai thoat khoi su ap luc
cua toi 13i, Satan, va thé gian trong su chng dbi
chan ly va 16i séng cua Thién Chua. Ching ta tu
lén an chinh minh khi ching ta khuéc tu loi
chan that, su séng, va khdn ngoan cua Thién
Chtia. C6 mot diéu dé sdng trong su dét nat vi
thiéu hiéu biét va mot diéu khac nira la coi
thuong ngudn mach chan 1y, 1a Duc Kitd Giésu,
Ngdi Loi cua Thién Chia ma Cha sai téi. Buc
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Father and which produces eternal life in us -
will be our judge. Do you believe that God's
word has power to set you free from sin and
ignorance and to transform your life in his way
of holiness?

Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD)
summed up our need for God's help in the
following prayer he wrote: "God our Father, we
find it difficult to come to you, because our
knowledge of you is imperfect. In our ignorance
we have imagined you to be our enemy; we
have wrongly thought that you take pleasure in
punishing our sins; and we have foolishly
conceived you to be a tyrant over human life.
But since Jesus came among us, he has shown
that you are loving, and that our resentment
against you was groundless."

The Holy Spirit opens our minds to
understand the truth and wisdom of God's
word

God does not wish to leave us in spiritual
darkness - in our ignorance and unbelief. He is
always ready to give his light, wisdom, and
truth to all who seek him and who hunger for
his word. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit he
helps us to grow each and every day in faith,
knowledge, and understanding of his life-giving
word. Do you want to know more of God and
grow in his transforming love? Look to Jesus,
the Light of God, and in his truth you will find
joy, freedom, and wholeness of body, mind,
heart, and soul.

"Lord Jesus, in your word | find life, truth, and
freedom. May | never doubt your word nor
forget your commandments. Increase my love
for your truth that 1 may embrace it fully and
live according to it."

Giésu noi rang 16i Nguoi - dén tir Cha va dem
lai sy song doi doi trong chung ta - s& 14 vi tham
phan cua ching ta. Ban c6 tin rang loi Chia c6
suc manh giai thoat ban khoi toi 16i va sy ngu
dét va bién d6i cudc doi ban trong duong 16i
thanh thién cua Nguoi khéng?

Thanh Augustine thanh Hippo (354-430 AD) da
tom tat viéc ching ta can dén sy tro gilp cua
Thién Chua trong 1oi cau nguyén sau ddy, ngai
viét: “Lay Thién Chua la Cha ching con, ching
con thay kho khan dé dén vai Cha, boi vi su hiéu
biét cua chling con vé Cha that bat toan. Trong su
ndng can cua minh, ching con hinh dung Cha la
ké thu cta minh; chung con da suy nghi sai lac
rang Cha sung sudng trong viéc xir phat nhitng toi
15i cua ching con; va chang con dai dot nghi rang
Cha la mot bao chla trén cudc doi con nguoi.
Nhung vi Pic Giésu da dén gitra ching con, Ngai
da bay to rang Cha rat dang yéu mén, va su phan
uat cua ching con vé Cha 1a v6 can ct.”

Chua Thanh Than mé tri chiing ta d@é hiéu s
thdt va s khon ngoan cua loi Chla

Thién Chaa khéng mudn bé mic ching ta trong
bong téi thiéng liéng - trong su ngu dbt va vé tin
cua chung ta. Nguoi lubn sin sang ban cho
ching ta anh sang, sy khdn ngoan, va chan ly
cho tat ca nhiing ai tim kiém Nguoi va déi khat
loi Nguoi. Ngang qua hong an caa Chla Thanh
Than, Nguoi gitp ching ta I6n 1én mdi ngay
trong duc tin, su hiéu biét 16i ban sy séng cua
Ngudi. Ban ¢6 mubn biét vé Thién Chia va tinh
yéu bién ddi cua Nguoi hon khoéng? Hay nhin
vao Buc Giésu, Anh Sang cua Thién Chia, va
noi chan 1y ctia Nguoi ban s& tim thay niém vui,
su giai thoat, va sy sung man cua ly tri, than
xac, va linh hon.

Lay Chua Giésu, trong Loi Chaa con tim dugc Sy
sbéng, chan ly, va sy giai thoat. Chd gi con khong
bao gio nghi ngo Loi Chua hay quén di nhitng gioi
ran cua Chua. Xin gia tang tinh yéu cua con cho
Loi chan Iy cia Chia dé con c6 thé don nhan nd
va sdng theo loi Chia cach tron ven.
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Nguén: the word among us

Ga 12, 44-50 John 12:44-50

Ai thay Thay thi thay Pang di sai Thay (Ga 12,45)

You have probably heard someone say,
“There’s more to him than meets the eye.”
Perhaps you assume someone at the hospital is
a medical student but discover that she is a top-
notch surgeon. Or maybe someone is so quiet
in a meeting that you think he isn’t even
paying attention, but then he proposes a
solution that answers everyone’s concerns.
Some people just go beyond our initial
expectations!

The Gospels are full of examples of the way
Jesus surprised people by surpassing their
initial expectations.

* They came to him expecting a learned
teacher, but rather than giving a theological
exposition, he offered parables. These
everyday examples allowed each person to find
himself in the stories.

CoO I€ ban da tung nghe ai d6 néi: “Ngai con
nhiéu diéu hon thé nira”. C6 1& ban cho ring ai
d6 & bénh vién la sinh vién y khoa nhung lai
phét hién ra rang ¢ ay 12 mot bac si phau thuat
hang dau. Hoac 6 thé ai 6 im ling trong cudc
hop dén mac ban nghi rang anh ta tham chi
khong chii ¥ dén, nhung sau d6 anh ta dé xuat
mot giai phap giai dap moi quan tdm cua moi
ngudi. Mot s6 ngudi tham chi con vuot xa
nhitng mong doi ban dau cua ching ta!

Cac Tin Mung c6 day nhitng vi du vé cach
Chua Giésu lam nguoi ta ngac nhién khi vuot
qua nhirng mong doi ban dau cua ho.

« Ho dén véi Ngai mong doi mot gido su uyén
bac, nhung thay vi dua ra mdt loi giai thich
than hoc, Ngai lai dua ra nhitng du ngon.
Nhitng vi du hing ngay nay cho phép mdi
nguoi tim thay chinh minh trong nhiing cau
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9 « They came to him weighed down by sin, | «+ Ho dén v&i Ngai, nguoi dang mang nang toi | 3

16i, chi mong doi nhitng 15i an i. Nhung 1oi
noi cua Ngai mang sitc manh chira lanh ca

expecting little more than words of comfort.
But his words carried the power to heal both

s
o
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spiritual and physical illness.

* They came to him with a simple request,

bénh tat vé tinh than Ian thé xac.

« Ho dén gap Ngai véi mot yéu cau don gian,

20

S
(‘ expecting some help. But he responded by | mong dugc gitp d&. Nhung Ngai dé dap lai @
S answering their need and by giving them a life- | bang cach dap tng nhu cau cta ho va ban cho | 9
S changing revelation of the Father’s love for | ho sy mac khai lam thay ddi cude doi vé tinh %
® (‘ them. Instead of getting just an answer to their | yéu ctia Chuda Cha danh cho ho. Thay vi chi | s, (‘
g"q prayer, they began to love Jesus and sought to | nhan duoc su dap lai cho loi Cau nguyén cua %?%
S « put aside their former way of life to follow | minh, ho bat dau yéu men Chula Giésu va tim %‘
7 him. cach tir bo 18i séng trudce day dé theo Ngai. 7
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When someone stayed with Jesus long enough,
they saw beyond his unassuming appearance.

Khi ai d6 ¢ lai voi Chaa Giésu du lau, ho s&
nhin xa hon vé bé ngoai khiém ton cua Ngai.
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They saw that he was more than a teacher or a
healer or a prophet. His words of teaching, his
look of love, his inner peace and joy all bore
God’s own inspiration and went straight to
their hearts. When they saw Jesus, they saw the
Father!

Jesus is ready to surprise you today. He’s ready
to reveal his Father to you. So as you read
today’s Scripture passages, invite him to
exceed your expectations. Ask him to show
you something new. It doesn’t have to be
momentous. Maybe it will be just a small
insight or application you haven’t noticed
before. Or maybe one verse will strike you in a
new way. If you keep this up day after day,
you’ll discover that God has revealed far more
than you expected. And that revelation will fill
you with joy!

“Lord, surprise me!
presence today.”

Help me find your

Ho thay rang Ngai khdng chi 1a mot thay day,
mot nguoi chita bénh hay mot nha tién tri.
Nhiing loi day cua Ngai, cai nhin yéu thuong,
su binh an va vui vé noi tam cia Ngai, tat ca
déu mang ngudn cam hiing cta chinh Chla va
di thing vao tm hon ho. Khi ho nhin thiy
Chua Giésu, ho da nhin thdy Chia Chal!

Chlia Giésu san sang lam ban ngac nhién hdm
nay. Ngai sin sang tiét 16 Cha Ngai cho ban. Vi
vay, khi ban doc doan Kinh thanh hém nay,
hdy moi Ngai vuot qua sy mong doi caa ban.
Hay cau xin Ngai cho ban xem mot cai gi do
méi. N6 khong can phai qua quan trong. Co
thé dé s& chi 1a mot hiéu biét hodc tng dung
nhé ma ban chua ting dé y dén trudc day.
Hozc ¢ thé mot cau sé tac dong dén ban theo
mot cach mai. Néu ban tiép tuc lam diéu nay
ngay nay qua ngay khac, ban sé€ kham pha ra
rang Chtia di mac khai nhiéu hon nhitng gi ban
mong doi. Va sy mac khai d6 s& khién ban tran
ngap niém vui!

Lay Chla, Chua lam con ngac nhién qua! Xin
giup con tim thay su hién dién cuaa Chua ngay
hom nay.

Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD.
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