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command: "Do not be afraid because | am here
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The Lord Jesus is a very present help in
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In the early days of the Church, believers held
their finances in common as an expression of
their shared life together (Acts 4:32). But in
today’s first reading, the Hellenists, who were
Greek-speaking Jews, complained that “their
widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution” (6:1). To resolve the problem, the
apostles proposed a new idea: designate
helpers to oversee this important work of
charity.

What kind of person could step into this tense
situation and bring justice? You might expect
the apostles would want good accountants and
organizers, fair-minded men, attentive to detail.
But those aren’t the qualities they singled out.
Yes, the first deacons should be reputable and
respected by the whole community. But most
important was that they be “filled with the
Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3). They should be
able not just to keep a ledger but to listen to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. So the apostles
sought candidates who were full of the love of
Jesus and ready to let that love shine as they
carried out their responsibilities.

As you look at your own life, you might feel as
if your own talents aren’t being used to their
fullest. But whether you minister within the
Church or fulfill your role as a spouse, parent,
or child, remember those deacons. Their most
important qualification was their openness and

Trong nhitng ngay dau cua Giéo hoi, cac tin
hitu sir dung tai chinh chung dé thé hién cudc
séng chung cua ho (Cv 4,32). Nhung trong bai
doc mot hdm nay, nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia
Hy Lap, nhimg ngudi Do Thai néi tiéng Hy
Lap, phan nan rang “cic goa phu cua ho bi bo
roi trong viéc phan phat luong thuc hing ngay”
(6,1). Dé giai quyét van dé, cac tong do dé xuat
mot y tudng mai: chi dinh nhitng nguoi giup
dd dé giam sat cong viéc béc ai quan trong nay.

Loai nguoi ndo c6 thé budc vao tinh hudng
ciang thang nay va mang lai cong ly? Ban c6
thé cho rang céac téng dd mudn c6 nhiing ké
toan vién va nha to chic gioi, nhimg nguoi cé
dau 6c codng bang, chu y dén tung chi tiét.
Nhung d6 khong phai la nhitng pham chat ma
ho chi ra. Plng vay, cac phd té dau tién phai
dugc ca cong doan co tin tuong va Kinh trong.
Nhung quan trong nhat 12 ho “duoc tran day
Thanh Than va khén ngoan” (Cv 6,3). Ho
khong chi c6 thé ghi s6 ma con c6 thé ling
nghe sy thic giuc cia Chua Thanh Than. Vi
vay, cac tong do da tim kiém nhitng ung vién
tran day tinh yéu caa Chla Giésu va sin sang
dé tinh yéu d6 toa sang khi ho thuc hién trach
nhiém cua minh.

Khi nhin vao cudc séng cua chinh minh, ban
c6 thé cam thiy nhu thé tai ning ctia minh
khéng duoc st dung hét micc. Nhung cho du
ban phuc vu trong Giao héi hay lam tron vai
tro caa minh véi tu cach 1a nguoi phdi ngau,
cha me hoic con céi, hiy nhd dén cac phd té
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? Thanh Than c6 the d6 dy cho ban tat ca nhiing ?

Q(‘ The Spirit can fill you with all that you need to | gi ban can d¢ mang tinh yéu cua Chua Giésu %%h
L) bring the love of Jesus to whatever role you | dén bat cir vai tro nao ban dam nhan. Ngai c6 |
XX have. He can give you wisdom to know what | thé ban cho ban sy khon ngoan dé biet phdi %
® (‘ to do with a troubled child or how to care for | lam gi véi mot dua tré gap rac roi hoac cach %&‘
y

chim soc cha me gia. Ngai c6 thé khién ban
khao khat dugc hudong dan mot cuoc hoc hoi
Kinh Thanh hoac mot nhom nho dé chia sé duc

an elderly parent. He can fill you with the
desire to lead a Bible study or small group to
share your faith with other people.
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%i:(‘ Many of us can feel that the disciples had it | Nhiéu nguoi trong ching ta cé thé cam thay $k¢

3 easier than we do. After all, Jesus was | ring cac mon dé da lam diéu d6 d& dang hon as
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heaven. We find the disciples in deep water, | nhirng nguoi song sau khi Chia Giésu song lai | $=
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S

%« Jesus geographically, they were never
thy ho. Ngai van quan tim dén ho va van

separated from him spiritually. Jesus could still

@ see them. He still cared about them and still S @
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Many times we imagine that, like the disciples, | nhu cac mon d¢, ching ta phai tu minh giai | @

we are left to deal with problems on our own | quyét cac van de trong khi Chua Giésu van & gﬁi‘
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Father and the angels. But the storm-tossed
disciples learned that Jesus is not limited by his
physical absence, and we need to trust that as
well. We are always in his mind and in his
heart. He sees our struggles, and he continues
to hold us close and to intercede for us before
his Father.

If you have concerns for yourself or a loved
one, take heart. Remember the disciples in the
boat. Commit to memory this line from today’s
responsorial psalm: “The eyes of the Lord are
upon those who fear him, upon those who hope
for his kindness” (33:18). He sees you. He has
you in the palm of his hand. And he will act at
just the right time.

“Jesus, help me to believe and trust that you
will never take your eyes off of me.”

than. Nhung cdc mén dé da trai qua con bio
biét ring Chla Giésu khong bi gisi han boi su
vang mat vé thé ly cua Ngai, va ching ta cling
can tin tuong diéu d6. Chung ta luén & trong
tam tri Ngai. Ngai nhin thiy nhiing cudc dau
tranh cua chlng ta, va Ngai tiép tuc giir ching
ta & gan va chuyén cau cho chung ta trudc mat
Chua Cha.

Néu ban c6 méi quan tdm cho ban than hoic
cho nguoi than, hdy an tdm. Hay nhd lai cac
mon dé trén thuyén. Hay ghi nhé dong nay tir
bai thanh vinh dap ca hom nay: “P6i mat cua
Chua & trén nhitng ai kinh sg Ngai, trén nhitng
ai trong cay vao long nhan tr cia Ngai”
(33,18). Ngai nhin thay ban. Ngai gin giit ban
trong long ban tay. Va Ngai s€ hanh dong vao
dung thoi diém.

Lay Chiia Giésu, xin giup con tin twong va tin
tuong rang Chua sé khdng bao gio roi mat
khaoi con.

Chuyén ngir: Linh myc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD.

S 8y B 8y S By 8y S 8y B 8y B 8 8 6 8

Re
Re
L
L
e
L
L
L (
&
R
&
R
By
L
S
L
B
L
:éi@
&

& a8 8 a3 a6 R a8 R8s a8 8 88 68 8 88 88 8
L L R L O R O R R



