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The Holy Spirit opens our minds to understand
God's word of truth
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Dbuc Giésu noi véi cac mon dé rang ho cé theé tin
nhiing 161 Nguoi néi bdi vi Chua Cha da tuyén

Jesus tells his disciples that they can believe the
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words he speaks because God the Father has
anointed him by pouring out his Spirit on him in
full measure, without keeping anything back.
The function of the Holy Spirit is to reveal
God's truth to us. Jesus declared that "when the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth” (John 16:13). When we receive the
Holy Spirit he opens our hearts and minds to
recognize and understand God's word of truth.

Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said, "I
believe in order to understand; and | understand
the better to believe." Faith opens our minds
and hearts to receive God's word of truth and to
obey it willingly. Do you believe God's word
and receive it as if your life depended on it?

God gives us the freedom to accept or reject
what he says is true. But with that freedom also
comes a responsibility to recognize the
consequences of the choice we make - either to
believe what he has spoken to us through his
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, or to ignore, reject,
and chose our own way apart from God. Our
choices will either lead us on the path of
abundant life and union with God, or the path
that leads to spiritual death and separation from
God.

Love the Lord, cling to him, and you will have
life

God issued a choice and a challenge to the
people of the Old Covenant: "See | have set
before you this day life and good, death and
evil. ...I call heaven and earth to witness against
you this day, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life,
that you may live, loving the Lord your God,
obeying his voice, and cleaving to
him" (Deuteronomy 30:15-20). And God issues
the same challenge to the people of the New
Covenant today. Do you weigh the
consequences of your choices? Do the choices
you make lead you towards life or death -

chon Ngudi bang viéc ban Than Khi cho Nguoi
cach tron ven, ma khong gilr lai gi. Chirc nang
cua Chiia Thanh Than 1a mdc khai sy that Thién
Chua cho chung ta. Puc Giésu di tuyén bb ring
“Khi Than Khi chan 1y dén, Nguoi s& dan dat
anh em dén tit ca moi su that” (Ga 16,13). Khi
chung ta d6n nhan Chaa Thanh Than, Ngudi s&
mé 10ng tri ching ta ra dé nhan biét va hiéu
dugc 101 chan ly ctia Thién Chua.

Thanh Augustine thanh Hippo (354-430 AD)
ndi “Toi tin dé toi hiéu, va toi hiéu dé tdi tin
hon”. Ptc tin mod 1ong tri ctia chung ta dé don
nhan 10i chan 1y cta Thién Chua va dé vang
phuc nd cach ty nguyén. Ban ¢ tin tudng vao
161 Chtia va dén nhan né nhu thé cudc doi ban
phu thudc vao noé khéng?

Thién Chta ban cho chung ta sy ty do dé don
nhéan hay khudc tir nhitng gi Nguoi noi 1 su that.
Nhung véi su tu do d6 ciing kém theo trach nhiém
dé nhan ra nhimg hé qua cua su lwa chon ctia minh
- hoac tin vao nhiing gi Nguoi da n6i voi chung ta
ngang qua Con ctia Nguoi la Chtua Giésu Kito,
hodc phdt 1o, khude tu, va chon lya con duong
riéng ciia minh xa roi Thién Chaa. Nhiing luya
chon ctia chung ta s& din ching ta téi con duong
su song sung man va két hiép véi Thién Chua,
hodc t&i con duong din chung ta téi cai chét
thiéng liéng va xa cach Thién Chua.

Yéu mén Chua, gan bo voi Nguwoi, va ban sé co
sw song

Thién Chua dua ra sy lya chon va thach d6 dbi véi
dan Cyu udc: “Hom nay Ta dwa ra cho anh em
chon: song va hanh phiic, chét va tai hoa... Hom
nay Ta ldy troi dat lam chirng cdo téi anh em,
rang Ta dd dwa ra cho anh em chon: song hay
chét, chiic phiic hay bi nguyén rua; vi vdy, hay
chon sw song, dé anh em cé thé song, yéu mén
DPuc Chua la Thién Chua cua anh em, nghe theo
tieng ciia Nguoi, va trung thanh véi Ngueoi” (Pnl
30,15-20). Va hom nay, Thién Chua ciing dua ra
cung sy thach d6 cho dian Giao udc méi cac con.
Ban c6 dat nang nhitng hé qua cua nhirng chon Iya
ctia minh khong? Nhing chon lya ciia ban c6 dan
dit ban dén sy song hay su chét — phic lanh hay
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blessing or cursing?

If you choose to obey God's voice and to do his
will, then you will know and experience that
abundant life which comes from God himself. If
you choose to follow your own way apart from
God and his will, then you choose for death — a
spiritual death which poisons and Kills the heart
and soul until there is nothing left but an empty
person devoid of love, truth, goodness, purity,
peace, and joy. Do your choices lead you
towards God or away from God?

"Lord Jesus Christ, let your Holy Spirit fill me
and transform my heart and mind that | may
choose life - the abundant life you offer to those
who trust in you. Give me courage to always
choose what is good, true, and just and to reject
whatever is false, foolish, and contrary to your
holy will."

tai hoa?

Néu ban chon lya nghe theo tiéng noi cua Thién
Chtia va thuc thi y Nguoi, thi ban s€ nhan biét va
cam nghiém duogc ring su séng d6 dén tir chinh
Thién Chua. Néu ban chon lya di theo con duong
xa cach Thién Chua va y Ngudi cia minh, thi ban
chon céi chét - cai chét thiéng liéng ma pha hoai
va roi giét chét linh hon cho toi khi khong con gi
nita ngoai trir con ngudi tréng rong, khong cé tinh
yéu, su that, nhan tir, thanh sach, binh an, va niém
vui. Nhitng chon lya ctia ban din dét ban toi Thién
Chua hay xa roi Thién Chua?

Lay Chua Giésu Kitd, xin cho Thanh Than Chua
lap day trén con va bién d6i tam tri con dé con c6
thé chon lra sy sdng - sy sdng sung man ma Chua
ban cho nhiing ai tin cay vao Chuda. Va xin ban
cho con long can dam va stc manh dé luén ludn
chon lya nhitng diéu gi 1a tét, chan that, va ngay
chinh, va loai b bét ctr nhitng gi 1a gia déi, dai
dot, va trai nguoc véi y Chia.

Thir Nam, 11-4-2024. Nam B
Thursday, April-11-2024. Year B

Nguén: the word among us

Ga 3, 31-36 John 3:31-36

Thién Chaa ban Than Khi cho Ngwoi v ngan vo han (Ga 3,34)

In many movies or plays, there are two main
characters whom everyone remembers: a hero
and a villain, perhaps, or two star-crossed
lovers. But often enough there is a third
character who stays in the background. This
character is just as important as the “lead”
characters, but he or she gets overlooked until
the very end of the story. Unfortunately, this is
the way many people think about the Holy
Spirit—as a background character compared to
God the Father and Jesus his Son.

Trong nhiéu bo phim hay vé kich, c6 hai nhan
vat chinh ma moi nguoi déu nhé dén: ¢o Ig 1a
mot anh hung va mét nhan vat phan dién, hoac
c6 1& 1a hai cip tinh nhan bat hanh. Nhung
thuong thi c6 mot nhén vat thir ba ¢ phia sau.
Nhén vat nay cling quan trong nhu cac nhan
vat “chinh”, nhung anh ta hoac co ta lai bi bo
qua cho dén cudi cau chuyén. That khdng may,
day 1a cach nhidu ngudi nghi vé Chda Thanh
Than - nhu mot nhan vat nén tang duoc so
sénh véi Chua Cha va Chua Giésu Con Ngai.
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But the reality is that the Holy Spirit has been
an ever-present and equal source of power and
grace since before the beginning of time. And
as today’s Gospel tells us, God “does not
ration” the Spirit (John 3:34). He has been
extremely generous in pouring out his Spirit
throughout history!

Consider this: the Holy Spirit was there when
God created the world, “sweeping over the
waters” (Genesis 1:2). He was the “breath of
life” whom God breathed into Adam and Eve
(2:7). He guided the Israelites on their desert
journey (Exodus 40:36-38), anointed King
David (1 Samuel 16:13), and inspired all the
prophets. He overshadowed Mary so that she
could conceive Jesus (Luke 1:35). He was the
power behind all of Jesus’ miracles and
preaching (Matthew 12:28). And of course, it
was the Spirit who transformed the first
disciples and sent them out to share the gospel
and build a Church that is now present in every
culture and nation in the world (Acts 1:8).

This is the Spirit you received when you were
baptized. And just as he has done in every age,
God has not rationed the gift of his Spirit in
you. He is with you to pour out endless grace
in your heart: courage, wisdom, insight,
healing, mercy, and all the other gifts and
virtues that can make you an agent of change
in this world.

What a great mystery—and what a great gift!
The Holy Spirit is with you, generously
breathing new life into you. There is no limit to
his ability to transform your heart. And there is
no limit to his power to help you share his
love.

“Lord, send forth your Spirit and renew the
face of the earth—through me!”

Nhung thuc té 12 Chda Thanh Than di la
ngudn sac manh va an sang ludn hién dién va
binh dang ké tir truéc khi bat dau thoi gian. Va
nhu Tin Mung hém nay noi vai chang ta,
Thién Chta “khéng han ché” Chta Thanh
Than (Ga 3,34). Ngai di vo cung quang dai
trong viéc tudn d6 Thanh Linh cua minh trong
subt lich su!

Hay xem xét didu ndy: Chia Thanh Than da c6
mat khi Thién Chla tao dung thé gisi, “bay
luon trén mat nude” (St 1,2). Ngai la “sinh
khi” ma Thién Chua da ha vao Adam va Eva
(2,7). Ngai da huéng dan dan Israel trong cudc
hanh trinh sa mac caa ho (Xh 40,36-38), xtc
dau cho Vua Pavit (1Sm 16,13), va truyén cam
himg cho tat ca cac nha tién tri. Ngai di che
pht Dirc Maria dé ba thu thai Chia Giésu (Lc
1,35). Ngai 1a Bang c6 quyén lec dang sau tat
ca cac phép la va loi rao giang cua Chda Giésu
(Mt 12,28). Va tat nhién, chinh Chta Thanh
Than di bién d6i cac mon dé dau tién va sai ho
di chia sé Tin mung va xay dung mot Giao hoi
hién dang hién dién & moi nén vin hoa va qubc
gia trén thé gidi (Cv 1,8).

Pay 1a Thanh Than ma ban di nhan dugc khi
chiu phép rira. Va cling nhu Ngai da lam trong
moi thoi dai, Thién Chua da khong han ché an
hué Thanh Linh caa Ngai trong ban. Ngai ¢
clng ban dé tudn d6 &n sing vo tan vao tam
hon ban: 1ong can dam, khén ngoan, sang sudt,
chita lanh, 1ong thuong x6t, cung tat ca nhiing
an stng va nhan duc khac c6 thé khién ban tro
thanh tac nhan thay doi trong thé gioi nay.

That 1a mot diéu bi an vi dai - va that 1a mot an
sang tuyét voi! Chla Thanh Than & cuing ban,
théi hoi thd cudc sdng mai vao ban mot cach
quang dai. Khdng c6 gisi han nao vé kha niang
bién doi trai tim cua Ngai. Va khong c6 gioi
han nao vé kha niang gitip ban chia sé tinh yéu
cua an sung.

Lay Chua, xin sai Thanh Than caa Chua dén va
canh tan b mat trai dat — qua con!
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