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Thir Sau, 8-3-2024. Tuan 3 Mua Chay. Nam B
Friday, March-8-2024. Year B

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Friday (March 8): ""You are not far from the
kingdom of God*™*

Gospel Reading: Mark 12:28-34

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard
them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, asked him, "Which
commandment is the first of all?" 29 Jesus
answered, "The first is, "Hear, O Israel: The
Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 and you shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength." 31 The second is this,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
There is no other commandment greater than
these." 32 And the scribe said to him, "You are
right, Teacher; you have truly said that he is
one, and there is no other but he; 33 and to love
him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the strength, and to
love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."
34 And when Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the
kingdom of God." And after that no one dared
to ask him any question.

Thir Sau  8-3 Ong khéng con xa
nwoc Thién Chuda bao nhiéu

Mc 12,28-34

28 C6 mot ngudi trong cac kinh su da nghe
Puc Gié-su va nhirng ngudi thudoc nhom Xa-
doc tranh luan véi nhau. Thay Duc Gié-su
doi dap hay, o6ng dén gan Ngudi va hoi:
"Thua Thay, trong moi diéu ran, diéu ran
nao ding dau? "29 Dlc Gié-su tra I0i: "Diéu
ran ding dau 1a: Nghe day, hdi it-ra-en,
Puc Chua, Thién Chua chung ta, la Dlc
Chua duy nhét.so Ngudi phai yéu mén buc
Chua, Thién Chua cua ngudi, hét long, hét
linh hon, hét tri khon va hét sic luc ngudi.s:
Diéu ran th hai la: Ngudi phai yéu ngudi
than can nhu chinh minh. Chang cé diéu ran
nao khac I8n hon cac diéu ran d6."s2 Ong
kinh su ndi v@i Buc Gié-su: "Thua Thay, hay
Iam, Thay nodi rat dang. Thién Chia la Pang
duy nhat, ngoai Ngudi ra khéng cé bang
nao khac.zz Yéu mén Thién Chua hét long,
hét tri khon, hét sic luc, va yéu ngudi than
can nhu chinh minh, 1a diéu quy han moi 1&
toan thiéu va hy 1&."s4 Dlic Gié-su thdy 6ng
ta tra IGi khon ngoan nhu vay, thi bao:
"Ong khong con xa Nudc Thién Chda dau! "
Sau do, khong ai dam chat van Ngudi nira.

Meditation: What is the best and sure way to
peace, happiness, and abundant life? The
prophet Hosea addressed this question with his
religious community - the people of Israel.
Hosea's people lived in a time of economic
anxiety and fear among the nations. They were
tempted to put their security in their own
possessions and in their political alliances with
other nations rather than in God. Hosea called

Suy niém: Con dudng ding din va chin chin nao
dan téi cudc séng binh an, hanh phic, va sung
man? Ngon su Hosé da dua ra cau hoi nay voi
cong dong ton gido cia minh - dan Israel. Dan cua
Hosé sdng trong thoi gian lo ling vé kinh té va so
hai cac qudc gia. Ho bi cam dd dat su an toan cua
minh vao trong nhiing s¢ hitu vat chat caa minh
va trong cac mdi dong minh chinh tri véi cac qudc
gia khic hon 12 Thién Chta. Hosé da kéu goi dan
minh tré vé véi Thién Chua dé 1anh nhan su tha
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his people to return to God to receive pardon,
healing, and restoration. He reminded them that
God would "heal their faithlessness and love
them freely" (Hosea 14:4). God's ways are right
and his wisdom brings strength and blessing to
those who obey him.

The grace and power of love and obedience

How does love and obedience to God's law go
together? The Pharisees prided themselves in
the knowledge of the law and their ritual
requirements. They made it a life-time practice
to study the 613 precepts of the Old Testament
along  with  the  numerous  rabbinic
commentaries. They tested Jesus to see if he
correctly understood the law as they did. Jesus
startled them with his profound simplicity and
mastery of the law of God and its purpose.

What does God require of us? Simply that we
love as he loves! God is love and everything he
does flows from his love for us. God loved us
first and our love for him is a response to his
exceeding grace and kindness towards us. The
love of God comes first and the love of
neighbor is firmly grounded in the love of God.
The more we know of God's love and truth the
more we love what he loves and reject what is
hateful and contrary to his will.

The love which conquers all

What makes our love for God and his
commands grow in us? Faith in God and hope
in his promises strengthen us in the love of God.
They are essential for a good relationship with
God, for being united with him. The more we
know of God the more we love him and the
more we love him the greater we believe and
hope in his promises. The Lord, through the gift
of the Holy Spirit, gives us a new freedom to
love as he loves (Galatians 5:13). Do you allow
anything to keep you from the love of God and
the joy of serving others with a generous heart?
Paul the Apostle says: hope does not disappoint

tha, chira lanh, va su phuc héi. Ong nhac nhé ho
rang Thién Chua s& “chita ho khoi toi bat trung, sé
yéu thuong ho hét tinh” (Hs 14,5). Cac duong i
ciia Nguoi diing dan va su khon ngoan cua Nguoi
dem lai sitc manh va phuc lanh cho nhiing ai vang
phuc Nguoi.

An siing va sizc manh ciia tinh yéu va vang phuc

Lam thé nao tinh yéu va sy vang phuc 18 luat
Thién Chda gan két véi nhau? Nhitng nguoi
Phariséu tu hao vé& su hiéu biét 1& luat va
nhitng doi hoi caa nghi thirc 18 luat. Ho phai
bo thoi gian ca doi dé hoc hoi 613 khoan luat
Cuu udéc, clng vai vo sd nhitng 1oi giai thich
1& luat cua cac bac thay. Ho da thir Bic Giésu
dé xem Ngudi ¢ hiéu ding 1& luat nhu ho
khong. Puc Giésu da khién ho phai kinh hai
véi su dé hiéu sau sic va thanh thao luat Chua
va muc dich cua né.

Thién Chua doi hoi ching ta diéu gi? Pon gian 1 yéu
nhu Chua yéu! Thién Chua la tinh yéu va moi Viéc
Nguoi 1am déu phéat xuat tir tinh yéu ddi véi ching ta.
Thién Chta da yéu thuong chung ta trudc, va tinh yéu
cua ching ta danh cho Nguoi 1a sy dép tra on sung va
Iong nhén hau bao la cua Nguwoi danh cho ching ta.
Tinh yéu ctia Chua di trudc, va tinh yéu cua Chua la
nén tang viing chic cho tinh yéu tha nhan. Ching ta
cang hiéu biét tinh yéu va chan Iy caa Chua, ching ta
cang yéu nhiing gi Nguoi yéu, va loai bo nhirng gi dang
ghét va trai nguoc Voi ¥ ctia Nguoi.

Tinh yéu chién thdng tdt cd

Diéu gi 1am cho tinh yéu cua ching ta danh cho
Chua va cac diéu ran coa Nguoi dugc lon 1én trong
chding ta? Niém tin tuéng vao Chua, va 1dng hy vong
vao nhitng 10i htra cia Nguoi cing ¢ chiing ta trong
tinh yéu caa Chla. Chlng rat can thiét cho mdi quan
hé tot dep v&i Chla, cho méi thdng hiép véi Nguoi.
Chung ta cang hiéu biét Chua bao nhiéu, ching ta
cang yéu mén Chua bay nhiéu. Va ching ta cang yéu
mén Chuia bao nhiéu, ching ta cang tin tuong va hy
vong vao nhiing 15i hira cia Nguoi bay nhiéu. Duc
Giésu, ngang qua on hué cua Chtia Thanh Than, ban
cho chiing ta su tw do méi dé yéu nhu Ngai yéu (Gl
5,13). Ban c6 cho phép bét ctr diéu gi ngin can, dé
ban khéng yéu mén Thién Chua va vui vé phuc vy
tha nhan v&i mét trai tim quang dai khdng? Thanh
Phaold tong db ndi: niém hy vong khéng lam ching
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us, because God's love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been
given to us (Romans 5:5). Do you know the
love which conquers all?

"We love you, O our God; and we desire to love
you more and more. Grant to us that we may
love you as much as we desire, and as much as
we ought. O dearest friend, who has so loved
and saved us, the thought of whom is so sweet
and always growing sweeter, come with Christ
and dwell in our hearts; that you keep a watch
over our lips, our steps, our deeds, and we shall
not need to be anxious either for our souls or
our bodies. Give us love, sweetest of all gifts,
which knows no enemy. Give us in our hearts
pure love, born of your love to us, that we may
love others as you love us. O most loving Father
of Jesus Christ, from whom flows all love, let
our hearts, frozen in sin, cold to you and cold to
others, be warmed by this divine fire. So help
and bless us in your Son." (Prayer of Anselm,
12th century)

ta that vong, boi vi tinh yéu ciia Chiia tuén dé vao
long chiing ta qua Chaa Thanh Than, Pdng da duwoc
ban ting cho ching ta (Rm 5,5). Ban c6 biét tinh
yéu chién thang tat ca khong?

Lay Thién Chla, ching con yéu mén Chda, va ching
con wéc ao yéu mén Chla ngay cang nhiéu hon. Xin
ban on cho chung con, dé chung con cé thé yéu mén
Cha nhiéu nhu chiing con ao wéc, va nhiéu nhu ching
con phai yéu mén. Oi nguoi Ban than thiét nhat, Pang
rat dang yéu mén va da ctru chudce ching con, tu tuéng
cua Chua qua ngot ngao va ludn lubn gia tang sw ngot
ngao hon nita, xin hay dén cling véi Buc Kitd va ¢ lai
trong linh hon chiing con, dé Ngai canh giir moi miéng
cua chung con, budc chan caa ching con, nhitng viéc
lam cua chdng con, va ching con s& khong phai lo ling
cho linh hén hay than xac cia minh nira. Xin ban cho
chding con tinh yéu, su ngot ngao nhét caa moi an hug,
khong hé co thu dich nao. Xin ban cho Iong ching con
tinh yéu tinh rong, dugc sinh bai tinh yéu cua Chia
danh cho chung con, dé ching con cé thé yéu thuong
ngudi khac, nhu Chiia yéu thuong chung con. Oi Cha
dang yéu mén cia Duc Giésu Kitd, tir noi Cha tudn dé
tat ca moi tinh yéu thuong, xin cho tam hon ching con,
dang bing gia trong toi 16i, dang kho khan véi Cha va
vé6i tha nhan, dugc sudi 4m bai ngon lira than linh nay.
Xin trg gitp va chdc lanh cho ching con trong Con cua
Cha. (Loi cau nguyén cua Anselm, thé ky tha 12)

Thir Sau, 8-3-2024. Tuan 3 Mua Chay. Nim B
Friday, March-8-2024. Year B
Nguon: the word among us

Hs 14, 2-10 Hosea 14:2-10

Hay tré vé véi Chia, mang theo loi cau nguyén (Hs 14,3)

“Talk is cheap.” “Names will never hurt me.”
In a world where sayings like these are often
thrown around, the prophet Hosea—who lived
around 750 BC—tells us something very
different. When the people of Israel had fallen
into idolatry, God sent Hosea to them with a
simple message. God wasn’t demanding a
grand gesture or a costly sacrifice from them.
Instead, he simply asked them to speak to him:

“Lo&i noi thi ré tién.” “Nhitng céi tén s& khong
bao gio 1am ton thwong toi.” Trong mot thé
gigi ma nhitng cdu néi nhu thé nay thuong
xuyén dugc dua ra khip noi, tién tri HOsé -
séng khoang nam 750 trugc Cong nguyén - da
néi véi ching ta mot didu rat khac. Khi dan
Israel the ngau tuong, Thién Chia da sai Hosé
dén voi ho voi mot sir diép don gian. Thién
Chua khong doi hoi ho phai lam mét cir chi vi
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“Take with you words, and return to the Lord”
(Hosea 14:3). He asked them to give voice to
their heartfelt repentance and their longing to
be restored to him.

Hosea’s message is a moving reflection of how
deeply God desires a living relationship with
his people. He makes it clear that returning to
the Lord does more than wipe our slate clean.
It also opens up a process of healing between
those who love one another.

Take with you words. Isn’t that at the heart of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation? Every
Confession is meant to be a sacred encounter in
which we can speak words that heal wounds in
our relationship with God. What kind of
words? Not necessarily the most eloquent or
impassioned words, but the most open and
honest ones. Words that reflect our desire to
put aside whatever has caused a rift between us
and the Lord.

Many parishes will have expanded
opportunities for Confession this season—so
make plans to go! But before you do, ask the
Spirit to help you be forthright, clear, and
direct in your language. Ask for the courage to
name your sins, even if you feel embarrassed
or uncomfortable. Believe that if you bring
words of humility and repentance, the Lord
himself will respond with words of mercy,
comfort, and healing.

God doesn’t want us to wallow in guilt, just as
he didn’t want the Israelites to be lost in their
sin. He doesn’t want to burden you with
shame; he wants to set you free so that you can
live as the beloved child you truly are.

dai hay mot sy hy sinh dit gia nao. Thay vao
d6, Ngai chi yéu cau ho noi véi Ngai: “Hay tro
vé v6i Chla, mang theo 1di cau nguyén” (Hs
14,3). Ngai yéu cau ho bay t6 1ong 4n nin chan
thanh va 16ng mong moi duoc phuc hdi lai cho
Ngai.

Str diép cua Hosé la mot sy phan anh cam dong
vé viéc Thién Chda mong mubén mot moi
tuong quan séng dong sau sic véi dan Ngai
nhu thé ndo. Ong ndi rd ring viéc quay tro lai
v6i Chla khong chi 1a lau sach phién da cua
chung ta. N6 ciing mé ra mot qua trinh han gan
gitra nhirng nguoi yéu nhau.

Mang theo 15i cau nguyén cua ban. P6 chang
phai 1a trong tam cua Bi tich Hoa giai sao? Moi
lan xung t0i déu c6 ¥ nghia 1a mot cudc gap go
thiéng liéng trong d6 chung ta c6 thé néi nhiing
loi chira lanh vét thuong trong mdi twong quan
cua ching ta véi Thién Chia. Nhitng 10i cau
nguyén nao? Khdng nhat thiét phai 1a nhiing
loi n6i hing hén hay s6i néi nhit ma 1a nhiing
loi n6i coi mo va trung thuc nhat. Nhing 10i
n6i phan 4nh mong mudn cuaa chdng ta muén
gat bo bat cu diéu gi da gy ra ran nut gita
ching ta va Chua.

Nhiéu gido xu s& c6 nhiéu co hoi dé xung toi
trong moa nay - vi vay hay lén ké hoach di
xung t6i! Nhung truéc khi lam vay, hdy cau
xin Théanh Linh gidp ban thang than, rd rang va
tryc tiép trong 10i néi ctia minh. Hay cau xin
can dam dé noi ra toi 16 ciia minh, ngay ca khi
ban cam thdy x4u hé hodc khé chiu. Hay tin
rang néu ban mang theo nhiing 10i khiém
nhuong va sam hdi thi chinh Chula s& dap lai
bang nhiing 161 thwong x6t, an ui va chira lanh.

Thién Chua khong muén chung ta ddm minh
trong toi 15i, ciing nhu Ngai khong mudn dan
Israel lac 16i trong toi 16i cia ho. Ngai khéng
muén lam ban phai xau ho; Ngai muén giai
thoat ban dé ban c6 thé séng dung nhu con
ngudi that ciia dtra con yéu dau.
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Let’s all bring our words to the Lord so that he
can bring us his healing, reconciling love!

“Holy Spirit, help me to speak words of truth
and humility and love as | confess my sins.”

Tat ca chung ta hiy dem 10i ciu nguyén cua
minh dén v4i Chua dé Ngai c6 thé mang dén
cho chung ta tinh yéu chira lanh va hoa giai cua
Ngai!

Lay Chda Thanh Thé‘lr], Xin gidp con ndi nhirng
loi chan that, khiém ton va yéu thuong khi con
th( nhan toi 16i cua minh.

Mc 12, 28-34

Ong khong con xa nwéc Thién Chaa bao nhiéu (Mc 12,34)

How deeply Jesus must have loved and
respected this student of the Mosaic law! He
could tell that this man had spent many hours
reading and pondering Scripture and debating
this one central question with fellow scribes:
what is the most important of God’s
commandments?

In his answer, Jesus drove right to the heart of
the issue. Love is the answer. Love God
wholeheartedly, which naturally involves
loving yourself and loving your neighbor. The
scribe approved of Jesus’ answer, and Jesus
approved of him. It’s easy to imagine Jesus
smiling as he said, “You are not far from the
Kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34).

Jesus smiles at each of us when we show by
our actions that we also grasp what is at the
heart of God’s commands. To each of us, he
says, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God.”

We may think that being “not far” from the
kingdom means that we are only a step or two
away from entering heaven, but the truth is,
God’s kingdom is all around us. And that
means that we can taste its goodness every
time we try to love the Lord and our neighbor.
Here are some examples:

Han Chida Giésu yéu mén va kinh trong ngudi
hoc luat Mdisen nay biét bao! Ngai c6 thé noi
rang nguoi dan 6ng nay da danh nhiéu gio dé
doc va suy gam vé Kinh thanh va tranh luan veé
cau héi trong tdm nay véi cac kinh su ddng
nghiép: diéu rian quan trong nhat cua Thién
Chua la gi?

Trong cau tra loi caa minh, Chda Giésu da di
thang vao trong tdm cua van dé. Tinh yéu la
cau tra 1oi. Hét long yéu mén Thién Chua,
nghia 1a yéu chinh minh va yéu nguoi lan can.
Vi kinh su tan thanh cau tra loi coa Chua
Giésu, va Chua Giésu tan thanh ong. That dé
dang dé hinh dung Chla Giésu mim cuoi khi
n6i: “Ong khong con xa Nuéc Thién Chua
dau” (Mc 12,34).

Chua Giésu mim cudi v&i mdi nguoi ching ta
khi chung ta cho thay bang hanh dong cua
minh rang chdng ta ciing hiéu duoc diéu cét 15i
trong ménh lénh cua Thién Chua. Ngai noi voi
mdi nguoi ching ta: “Céac nguoi khong con xa
vuong quoc cia Thién Chla dau.”

Chung ta c6 thé nghi rang viéc & “khong xa”
vuong qudc co nghia 1a chung ta chi con mot
hodc hai budc nira 1a vao thién dang, nhung su
that 13, vuong qudc cua Thién Chla & xung
quanh ching ta. Va diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a chung
ta c6 thé ném duoc su tét lanh caa né mdi khi
chiing ta ¢ gang yéu mén Chua va nguoi than
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* When you offer your day to God as soon as
you get out of bed, you aren’t far from the
kingdom of God.

* When you forgive the family member who
slights you, you aren’t far from the kingdom of
God.

* When you stop off at church during lunch and
spend five minutes before the Blessed
Sacrament, you aren’t far from the kingdom of

God.

» When your coworker mentions a need in her
family, and you promise to pray for that
need—or even offer to pray with her—you
aren’t far from the kingdom of God.

* When you stop what you’re doing yet again
to comfort your child during a thunderstorm,
you aren’t far from the kingdom of God.

* When you remember that your friend’s
spouse died on this date last year and you pray
for him and call to check in on him, you aren’t
far from the kingdom of God.

God’s kingdom is a lot closer than we often
realize. It’s only a matter of living in his love.

“Jesus, thank you for bringing your kingdom
to earth!”

can cua minh. Dudi day 1a mot s6 vi du:

» Khi ban dang mét ngay cua minh cho Chua
ngay khi vira ra khoi giuong, ban s€ khong con
xa vuong quoc cua Chua nira.

* Khi ban tha thir cho ngudi trong gia dinh coi
thuong ban, ban sé khong con xa vuong quoc
cua Thién Chua.

* Khi ban dung lai ¢ nha tho trong gio an trua
va danh ndm phut trugc Thanh Thé, ban khong
con xa vuong quoc cua Thién Chua.

« Khi d¢6ng nghiép cua ban dé cap dén mot nhu
cau trong gia dinh cta cb 4y, va ban haa sé cau
nguyén cho nhu cau d6 - hoic tham chi dé nghi
cau nguyén véi cd ay - ban dang & gan vuong
qudc cua Thién Chua.

« Khi ban dung lai cong viéc dang lam dé an i
con minh trong con s6ng gio, ban s¢ khéng con
xa vuong quoc cua Thién Chua nira.

« Khi ban nhé ring vo/chong cua ban minh da
qua doi vao ngdy ndy nim ngoai va ban cau
nguyén cho anh 4y ciing nhu goi dién hoi thim
anh 4y, thi ban dang ¢ gan vuong qudc cua
Thién Chua.

Vuong quéc cua Thién Chla gan hon rat nhiéu
S0 VoI nhitng gi chiing ta thuong nhan ra. Do
chi la van dé song trong tinh yéu cua Ngai.

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam on Chua vi da mang
vuong quoc cua Chla dén trai dat!

Chuyén ngit: Linh myc Phaold Vit Buc Thanh, SDD.
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