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and foster father for the child Jesus:

"The concept of 'just' here signifies the man
who possesses all the virtues. By 'justice’ one at
times understands only one virtue in particular,
as in the phrase:the one who is not
avaricious (greedy) is just. But ‘justice’ also
refers to virtue in general. And it is in this
sense, above all, that scripture uses the word
justice’. For example, it refers to: a just man
and true (cf. Job 1:1), or the two were just (cf.
Luke 1:6). Joseph, then, being just, that is to say
good and charitable...”

Joseph believed and obeyed God's instruction

Joseph's faith was put to the test when he
discovered that his espoused wife Mary was
pregnant. Joseph, being a just and God-fearing
man, did not wish to embarrass, punish, or
expose Mary to harm. To all outward
appearances it looked as if she had broken their
solemn pledge to be chaste and faithful to one
another. Joseph, no doubt took this troubling
matter to God in prayer. He was not hasty to
judge or to react with hurt or anger.

God rewarded him not only with guidance and
consolation, but with the divine assurance that
he had indeed called Joseph to be the husband
of Mary and to assume a mission that would
require the utmost faith, confidence, and trust in
Almighty God. Joseph believed in the divine
message to take Mary as his wife and to accept
the child in her womb as the promised Messiah,
who is both the only begotten Son of God and
son of Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit.

Joseph is a man of faith and fatherly care

Joseph was a worthy successor to the great
patriarchs of the old covenant - Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. Joseph followed the call of God
through the mysterious circumstances that
surrounded the coming of Jesus, the long-
awaited Messiah who fulfilled all the promises

“Khai niém vé ‘cong chinh’ ¢ day c6 nghia la
nguoi €O moi nhan dirc. Poi luc ‘cong chinh’
chi hiéu 1a mét nhan dac cu thé, nhu trong
cau: nguoi khong tham lam la céng chinh.
Nhung ‘cong chinh’ cling nhdm t6i nhan dac
n6i chung. Va nd duogc hiéu theo y nghia nay,
nhung truéc hét 1a Kinh thanh sir dung han tir
‘cong chinh’. Vi du n6 nhim téi: nguwoi cong
chinh va chan that (G 1,1), hay cd hai déu la
nguoi cong chinh (Lc 1,6). Nén Giuse la
ngudi c¢éng chinh, tac 1a tot lanh va khoan
dung...”

Giuse tin twéng va vang phuc sw chi dén cia TC

Niém tin cua Giuse bi thir thach khi ngai kham
pha ra rang Maria, nguoi v dinh hon cua ngai
c6 thai. Giuse, 1a nguoi cdng chinh va kinh s¢
Thién Chta, da khéng muén lam nhuc, tring
phat, hay vach tran Maria dé bi hai. Xét vé moi
mat bén ngoai, c6 da vi pham loi hira trang trong
cua ho la trung thanh va trong sach vai nhau.
Giuse, o rang di trinh bay van nan nay véi
Thién Chua trong cau nguyén. Ngai khong voi
vang phéan xét hay phan tng véi su tén thuong
va nong gian.

Thién Chua da ban thuong cho ngai khéng chi
bang su hudng dan va an i, ma con véi sy
bio dam linh thiéng rang Nguoi di that sy
moi goi Giuse lam chdng cia Maria va don
nhan st mang s& doi hoi duc tin, liéu linh, va
tin cay noi Thién Chua toan nang. Giuse da tin
tuong vao st diép cua Chua va don nhan
Maria lam vo minh va d6n nhan con tré trong
bung Maria 13 Bang Mésia theo 15i hira, Pang
vira 1a Con mot yéu dau cua Thién Chia vira
la con cua Maria da chiu thai boi Chla Thanh
Than.

Giuse la mgt con nguwoi cia dirc tin va la ngwoi
cha biet quan tam

Giuse 1a ngudi thira tw ximg dang ddi voi cac td
phu cua giao udc cit — Abraham, Isaéc, va Giacop.
Giuse di theo tiéng moi goi cua Thién Chia ngang
qua nhitng bién c6 la lung bao trum sy xuat hién

Rofe Tt Rt e BT Lo e T T T

e
e
L
L
G
L
L
L
%
L
%
o
&y
L
By
L
)
L0
%
@

(7



S 1 1 1 0 e 1 B0 By B B B B B B B

&,

e
%;f,&jj@
%@

8 08 08 8 &8 48 &8 &8, 88 068 &8 &8 &8 88 &8, 88 88
0% R B R e e R R e B R e T T e e

made to Abraham and his offspring. God
entrusted this silent, humble man with the
unique privilege of raising, protecting, teaching,
and training Jesus as a growing child. Joseph
accepted his role of fatherly care with faith,
trust, and obedience to the will of God. He is a
model for all who are entrusted with the care,
instruction, and protection of the young. Joseph
is a faithful witness and servant of God's
unfolding plan of redemption.

The Lord guides and strengthens all who trust
in him

Are you ready to put your trust in the Lord to
give you his help and guidance in fulfilling your
responsibilities? God gives strength and
guidance to those who seek his help, especially
when we face trials, doubts, fears, perplexing
circumstances, and what seems like
insurmountable problems and challenges in our
personal lives. God our heavenly Father has not
left us alone, but has given us his only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, to be our savior, teacher,
lord, and healer. Where do you need God's help,
strength, and guidance? Ask the Lord to
increase your faith and trust in his promises and
in his guiding hand in your life.

"Lord Jesus, you came to free us from the
power of sin, fear, and death, and to heal and
restore us to wholeness of life. May | always
trust in your saving help, guidance, wisdom,
and plan for my life."

ciia Ptrc Giésu, Pang Mésia hang mong doi da
hoan thanh tat ca moi loi haa voi Abraham va con
chau cua ong. Thién Chta giao phé nguoi thinh
ling va khiém tén nay véi dic an vo song dé nudi
nang, bao vé, day dd, va huan luyén Puc Giésu
khi Nguoi con bé. Giuse don nhan vai tro 1am cha
cua minh véi dac tin, dac cay, va vang phuc y
Chua. Ngai 1a mau guong cho tat ca nhiing ai duoc
giao pho6 nhiém vu chim soc, huéng dan, va bao
V¢ tuoi tré. Giuse la chiing nhan va tai té trung tin
cua ké hoach ciru d6 mac khai caa Thién Chua.

Chita hweng dédn va ciing cé cho tat ca nhirng
ai tin cdy noi Ngwoi

Ban c6 sin sang dit sy tin ciy cua minh vao Chta dé
ban cho ban su tro gitip va huéng dan cia Nguoi
trong viéc chu toan nhitng trach nhiém caa minh
khong? Thién Chua ban sic manh va huéng dan cho
nhitng ai tim kiém su tro gilp cia Nguoi, dic biét
khi chung ta ddi dién véi nhitng thir théch, nghi ngo,
so hai, nhitng tinh hubng khé xu, va nhiing gi xem ra
gidng nhu nhitng van nan va thach d6 khong thé
vuot qua duge trong doi séng ¢a vi cia minh. Thién
Chua, Cha trén troi cua ching ta khéng bo roi chiing
ta mot minh, nhung ban cho chung ta ngudi Con mot
yéu dau, Birc Giésu 1a Bang ctru do, Thay day, Chua,
va Luong y cua ching ta. Ban can sy trg gilp va
huéng dan cia Thién Chla & dau? Hay cau xin Chla
gia tang duc tin va duc cay cia ban vao nhing loi
hira ciia Nguoi va trong ban tay dan dit caa Nguoi
trong doi séng cua ban.

Lay Chtia Giésu, Chua dén dé giai thoat chiing con
khoi quyén luc cua toi 13i, so hdi, va sy chét, va
chira lanh va phuc hdi cho ching con tron ven su
séng. Xin cho con luén ludn tin cdy vao su trg
gitp, huéng dan, khén ngoan, va ké hoach cau do
cua Chuia cho cudc doi con.
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Nguén: the word among us

Mt 1,16. 18-21. 24
Giuse... la ngwoi cong chinh (Mt 1,19)

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24

Did you know that only two Gospels provide
accounts of Jesus’ miraculous conception and
birth? Luke tells the story from Mary’s point of
view—the annunciation, the visitation, and
Mary’s prayerful heart. Matthew, on the other
hand, focuses on Joseph’s role. Matthew
highlights how important Joseph is, not only
for supporting Mary and raising Jesus, but also
for his connection to Abraham, David, and all
of David’s heirs (1:1-16). In fact, by calling
Joseph to be the foster father of Jesus, God
fulfilled a prophecy that we hear in today’s first
reading. Jesus is the heir through whom God
will “make his kingdom firm” (2 Samuel 7:12).

It may seem that Joseph’s connection to his
ancestors is minor in the grand scheme of
things. But what it shows is that God keeps his
promises. God had promised Abraham that he
would be the “father of many nations”
(Romans 4:17), and he remained committed to
the promise throughout Israel’s long and
turbulent history.

Still, God’s promises aren’t automatic
guarantees. Because he gave us the great gift of
free will, we need to cooperate with him to
make sure those promises come to pass. And
that’s where faith comes in—the faith of
people like Abraham, David, and St. Joseph.
These men didn’t always understand what God
was asking of them, and they didn’t see his

Ban c6 biét rang chi c6 hai sach Tin mung
tuong thuat vé sy thu thai va sy ra doi ky diéu
cuia Chua Giésu khéng? Thanh Luca ké cau
chuyén theo quan diém cua Duc Maria — viéc
truyén tin, cudc viéng tham va tdm long cau
nguyén cta Buc Maria. Mat khac, Mattheu tap
trung vao vai trd cua Giuse. Mattheu nhan
manh tdm quan trong cua Giuse, khdng chi
trong viéc hé tro Buc Maria va nubi day Chla
Giésu, ma con vi mbi lién he cua ngai véi
Abraham, Davit va tit ca nhitng nguoi thira ké
cua Pavit (1,1-16). Thuc ra, khi goi Thénh
Giuse lam cha nudi cta Chia Giésu, Thién
Chua da thyc hién loi tién tri ma chdng ta nghe
trong bai doc mot hdm nay. Chua Giésu la
nguoi thira ké ma qua d6 Thién Chua s& “lam
cho vuong qudc cua Ngai dugc viing chic”
(2Sm 7,12).

C6 vé nhu méi lién hé cua Giuse véi to tién
cua ngai la tha yéu trong ké hoach 16n ciia moi
viéc. Nhung diéu d6 cho thay Thién Chda giir
loi htra cua Ngai. Thién Chua da haa voi
Abraham rang 6ng s& 1a “cha cua nhiéu dan
toc” (Rm 4,17), va Chua van cam két gitr loi
hira trong subt lich sir 1au dai va day bién dong
cua Israel.

Tuy nhién, loi hua cua Chda khdng phai l1a sy
bao dam tu dong. Boi vi Ngai da ban cho
chdng ta mon qua y chi tu do tuyét voi nén
ching ta can hop tac véi Ngai dé dam bao
nhiing loi hira @6 dugc thuc hién. Va do 1a noi
duc tin xuat hién - dac tin cua nhitng nguoi
nhu Abraham, Pavit va Thanh Giuse. Nhirng
ngudi ndy khong phai lac nao ciing hiéu nhiing
gi Chta yéu cau ho va ho khdng thay nhitng loi
htra ctia Ngai dugc tng nghiém tron ven trong
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promises completely fulfilled in their lifetimes.
But that didn’t keep them from trusting him
and seeking to obey him. In Joseph’s case, that
involved not just marrying Mary, but fleeing
with his family to Egypt to escape Herod’s
wrath, and then moving back to Nazareth when
an angel told him to.

On this day when we honor St. Joseph, let’s
thank him for being such a wonderful model of
trust in God’s promises. Let’s also imitate his
deep faith in God and willingness to take
decisive action when the Lord calls us.

“Oh, St. Joseph, watchful Guardian of the Holy
Family, pray for me and for all the Church!
May we all follow your example of faith and
trust in the Lord!”

cude doi cua ho. Nhung diéu d6 khong ngin
can ho tin twong Ngai va tim céch vang loi
Ngai. Trong trudng hop cua Giuse, diéu d6
khong chi lién quan dén viéc két hon voi
Maria, ma con cing gia dinh chay trén dén Ai
Cap dé thoat khoi con thinh no cua Hérode, va
sau d6 quay tro lai Nagiarét khi mot thién than
bao ngai lam vay.

Vao ngay nay, khi chung ta tén vinh Thanh
Giuse, chung ta hdy cam on ngai vi ngai la
mau muc tuyét voi vé& niém tin vao nhitng 10i
hira cua Thién Chta. Chung ta cling hay noi
guong duc tin sau xa cta ngai vao Thién Chla
va san sang thyuc hién hanh dong dat khoat khi
Chua kéu goi chung ta.

Oi, Thanh Giuse, Pang Giam Ho cua Thanh
Gia, xin cau nguyén cho con va cho toan thé
Gido Hoi! Xin cho tat ca ching con déu noi
guong duc tin va sy tin cay vao Chua cta ngai!

Chuyén ngir: Linh myc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD.
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