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Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Thursday (March 14): The Father's witness
to Jesus

Gospel Reading: John 5:31-47

31 If | bear witness to myself, my testimony is
S not true; 32 there is another who bears witness

6‘5 to me, and | know that the testimony which he
%:(‘ bears to me is true. 33 You sent to John, and
65%? he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that
Dﬂiﬂ{i‘ the testimony which | receive is from man; but
? | say this that you may be saved. 35 He was a
@5« burning and shining lamp, and you were
O willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36

But the testimony which | have is greater than
that of John; for the works which the Father
has granted me to accomplish, these very
(‘ works which | am doing, bear me witness that
S the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who
sent me has himself borne witness to me. His
voice you have never heard, his form you have
never seen; 38 and you do not have his word
(‘ abiding in you, for you do not believe him
% wh_om he has sent.39. You _search the

scriptures, because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness to me; 40 yet you refuse to come to
me that you may have life. 41 | do not receive
glory from men. 42 But | know that you have
not the love of God within you. 43 | have
come in my Father's name, and you do not
receive me; if another comes in his own name,
him you will receive. 44 How can you believe,
who receive glory from one another and do not
seek the glory that comes from the only God?
45 Do not think that I shall accuse you to the
Father; it is Moses who accuses you, on whom
you set your hope. 46 If you believed Moses,
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Thi Nam 14-3 Chua Cha lam

chirng cho Pic Giésu
Ga 5,31-47

31 Néu t6i lam ching vé chinh minh, thi IGi
chiring cda téi khong that.zz Cé6 Pang khac
lam ching vé toi, va toi biét: I6i Ngudi lam
chirng vé toi la I8i ching théat.ss Chinh cac
ong da cir ngudi dén gap 6ng Gio-an, va 6ng
ay da lam ching cho su that.z4 Phan toi, toi
khéng can I8i chlirng cia moét pham nhan,
nhung téi néi ra nhitng diéu nay dé cac 6ng
dudc clru do.3s Ong Gio-an la ngon den chay
sang, va cac 6ng da mudn vui hudng anh
sang cla ong trong mot thdgi gian.ss Nhung
phan t6i, t6i c6 moét IGi ching I6n hon IGi
chi’ng cla 6ng Gio-an: d6 la nhitng viéc
Chla Cha da giao cho toi d€ téi hoan thanh;
chinh nhitng viéc t6i lam dé lam ching cho
téi rédng Chua Cha d3a sai tbi.3z Chlua Cha,
Pang da sai toi, chinh Ngugi cling da lam
chirng cho to6i. Cac 6ng da khong bao gid
nghe tiéng Ngudi, cling chang bao gid thay
tén nhan Ngudi.ss Cac 6ng d& khdéng dé cho
IGi Ngudi & mai trong long, bdi vi chinh cac
ong khong tin vao BDang Ngudi da sai dén.so
Cac 6ng nghién clru Kinh Thanh, vi nghi rang
trong do cac 6ng sé tim dugc su séng dai dai.
Ma chinh Kinh Thanh lai lam chng Vvé t0i.40
Cac 6ng khdéng muén dén cung tdi dé dudc
su sOng.4s1 TOi khong can ngudi ddi toén
vinh.s2 Nhung to6i biét: cac ong khong co long
yéu mén Thién Chula.s43 T6i d& dén nhan danh
Cha t6i, nhung cac 6ng khéng don nhan. Néu
co ai khac nhan danh minh ma dén, thi cac
ong lai dén nhan.ss Cac 6ng tén vinh 1an
nhau va khong tim kiém vinh quang phat
xuat t&r Thién Chda duy nhat, thi lam sao cac
dng cb thé tin dugc?ss Cac dng dung tudng la
toi sé t6 cdo cac 6ng vdi Chua Cha. Ké t6 cao
cac O6ng chinh la 6ng M6-sé, ngudi ma cac
0ong tin cay.4s Vi néu cac 6ng tin 6ng Mo6-sé,
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you would believe me, for he wrote of me. 47
But if you do not believe his writings, how
will you believe my words?"

thi han cac 6ng cling tin toi, bdi 1& 6ng 8y da
viét vé t6i.47 Nhung néu diéu 6ng ay viét ma
cac 6ng khong tin, thi lam sao tin dudgc IGi toi
noi? "

Meditation: Do you know the joy of the
Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - and a
life freely submitted to the wisdom and
knowledge of God's word? Jesus' opponents
refused to accept his authority to speak and act
in the name of God. And they refused to
believe that he was sent from the Father in
heaven. They demanded evidence for his
claim to be equal with God. Jesus answers
their charges with the supporting evidence of
witnesses. The law of Moses had laid down
the principle that the unsupported evidence of
one person shall not prevail against a man for
any crime or wrong in connection with any
offence he committed (see Deuteronomy
17:6). At least two or three witnesses were
needed.

Witnesses to Jesus' true identity

Jesus begins his defense by citing John the
Baptist as a witness, since John publicly
pointed to Jesus as the Messiah and had
repeatedly borne witness to him (see John
1:19, 20, 26, 29, 35, 36). Jesus also asserts that
a greater witness to his identity and equality
with God the Father are the signs and miracles
he performed. He cites his works, not to point
to himself but to point to the power of God the
Father working in and through him. He cites
God the Father as his supreme witness.

Jesus asserts that the Scriptures themselves,
including the first five books of Moses, point
to him as the Messiah, the promised Savior.
The problem with the scribes and Pharisees
was that they did not believe what Moses had
written. They desired the praise of their own
people and since they were so focused on
themselves, they became blind-sighted to God.

Suy niém: Ban c6 biét niém vui cia Tin mimng
- Tin mung cua Puc Giésu Kitd — va cudc doi
tron ven quy phuc Ptc Giésu Kitd khong? Céc
d6i thu ctua Ptc Giésu da khudc tir tiép nhan
linh quyén ciia Nguoi va 10i tuyén bd 1a Con
Mot yéu dau dén tir Cha. Ho dd doi hoi bang
chimg cho 10i tuyén bd 1a Pang Mésia cua
Ngudi va quyén ngang bang véi Thién Chua.
Ptic Giésu tra 1oi nhitng chat van cua ho véi
ching cr chic chin cta cic ching tir. Lé luat
Moisen da dua ra nguyén tic bang chimg khong
¢6 su tng ho cia mot ngudi s& khong thé chong
lai nguoi khac vé bat ky toi pham hay diéu sai
trdi nao trong su lién két véi bat ky t61 pham
nao ma ho da pham (Pnl 17,6). ft nhét hai hay
ba nhan ching duoc can dén.

Loi chikng vé can tinh dich thit ciia Dirc Giésu

Pirc Giésu bat dau sy bién hd ciia minh b.':fmg
viéc noi Gioan tiy gia 1a mot ching nhan, vi
Gioan cong khai chi Puc Giésu 1a Pang Mésia
va di nhiéu lan lam chung vé Nguoi (Ga
1,19.20.26.29.35.36). Buc Giésu cling thém
rang bang chimg 16n hon cho cin tinh cua
Nguoi 14 nhitng diém thiéng dau la Nguoi da
lam. Ngudi noi vé nhitng cong viéc ctia minh,
khong nhiam dén chinh minh, nhung nhim dén
quyén ning cua Thién Chua dang thuc hién
trong Nguoi va qua Nguoi. Nguoi néi Chia
Cha 1a bang ching 16n nhat cia minh.

Puc Giésu thém rang chinh Kinh thanh, ké ca
nam cudn sach dau tién cua Moisen, nhim dén
Nguoi 1a Pang Mésia, 1a Pang ciu do ma
Thién Chua da hira. Van dé véi cac lut si va
nguoi Phariséu 1a ho khong tin nhiing gi
Mbisen da viét. Ho mudn duge ngudi khac
khen ngoi va vi ho qué quy chiéu vé minh, nén
ho tré nén mu quang trudc Thién Chioa. Ho qua
ban tdm t6i vi thé cua chinh minh, nhu nhing
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They were so preoccupied with their own
position as authorities and interpreters of the
law that they became hardened and unable to
understand the word of God. Their pride made
them deaf to God's voice.

God reveals himself to the lowly of heart

Scripture tells us that God reveals himself to
the lowly, to those who trust not in themselves
but in God alone. The lowly of heart listen to
God's word with an eagerness to learn and to
obey. The Lord Jesus reveals to us the very
mind and heart of God. Through the gift of the
Holy Spirit he opens our ears so that we may
hear his voice and he fills our hearts and
minds with the love and knowledge of God.
Do you believe that God's word has power to
set you free from sin and ignorance and to
transform you to be like him?

Saint  Augustine  of
A.D.) wrote:

Hippo  (354-430

"As Christians, our task is to make daily
progress toward God. Our pilgrimage on earth
is a school in which God is the only teacher,
and it demands good students, not ones who
play truant. In this school we learn something
every day. We learn something from
commandments, something from examples,
and something from sacraments. These things
are remedies for our wounds and materials for
study."

Are you an eager student of God's word and do
you listen to it with faith and obedience?

"Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit that
I may listen to your word attentively and obey
it joyfully."

ngudi nam quyén va giai thich 18 luat, dén ndi
ho tré' nén chai d4 va khong thé hiéu thau Loi
Chua. Su ki€u ngao cua ho da lam cho ho nén
cam diéc trudce tiéng noi cua Thién Chua.

Thién Chua mdc khdi minh cho ké khiém nhwong

Kinh thanh néi véi ching ta rang Thién Chua
mac khai chinh minh cho nhiing ké bé mon,
nhting ké khong tin cdy vao minh, nhung tin cay
vao Thién Chtia. Ngudi bé mon ling nghe Loi
Chuia voi sy hdo hure hoc hoi va vang phuc. Chua
Giésu mac khai cho chung ta y dinh va trai tim
cua Thién Chua. Ngang qua an hu¢ Chua Thanh
Than, Ngudi mé tai chung ta dé ching ta c6 thé
ling nghe tiéng néi ciia Nguoi va Ngudi d6 day
tran tAm tri ching ta voi tinh yéu va sy hiéu biét
vé Thién Chuaa. Ban c6 tin rang 10i Chua co
quyén ning giai thoat ban khoi toi 15i va sy ngu
dét va bién doi ban nén gidng Nguoi khong?

Thanh Augustine thanh Hippo (430-543 AD)
da viét:

“La cac tin hiru, nhiém vu ctia ching ta la lam cudc
tién trinh vé phia Thién Chta mdi ngay. Cudc lit
hanh cta ching ta trén mat dat nay 1a mot trudng
hoc, trong d6 Thién Chua 13 nguoi Thiy duy nhét,
nd doi hoi nhitng hoc sinh gioi, khong phai nhiing
hoc sinh trdén hoc. Trong truong nay, ching ta hoc
dugc diéu gi d6 mdi ngay. Chang ta hoc tir cac gidi
rin, tir cic guong mau, va tir cac Bi tich. Nhiing
diéu nay 1a nhitng phuong thudc cho nhiing vét
thuong cua chung ta, va la nhitng vat li€u cho su
hoc tap.”

Ban c6 phai 1a mdt hoc sinh chiam chi vé 1061 Chua
va ban c6 lang nghe nd voi long tin cdy khong?

Lay Chua Giésu, xin lap dy con Thanh Than cia
Chua dé con co the lang nghe Loi Chua cach cham
chu va vang phuc cach han hoan.
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Thursday, March-14-2024. Year B

Nguén: the word among us

Xh 32, 7-14 Exodus 32:7-14

Lay Chua, tai sao Ngai lai birng birng néi gian véi dan Ngai (Xh 32,11)

Violence. War. Corruption. All the negative
news we hear every day can be very upsetting.
You might even be tempted to throw up your
hands and say, “I feel so helpless; there’s
nothing I can do!”

Moses was upset, too. He saw how the
Israelites had turned to idolatry and knew their
behavior was bringing condemnation upon
them. He could have thrown up his hands and
despaired over his people. He could have given
up or become bitter at their betrayal of God
and himself. But instead, he prayed fervently
that the Lord would have mercy on them. And
his prayers made a difference! God turned
aside his wrath and judgment.

When a difficult situation weighs heavily on
your mind, you can respond as Moses did. You
don’t have to be a great saint to approach God
and pray for his mercy. You can come to him
with confidence “to receive mercy and to find
grace for timely help” (Hebrews 4:16).

Let that sink in. Almighty God invites you into
his own throne room—and to come there with
confidence, knowing that he will welcome you
and hear your prayers. Like every good earthly
father, your heavenly Father wants you to bring
your cares and concerns to him. He wants to
help! He’s just waiting for you to turn to him.
He longs to pour out his mercy on you and the
people you are praying for.

Bao lyc. Chién tranh. Tham nhiing. Tat ca
nhiing tin tic tiéu cuc ma chung ta nghe hang
ngdy cd thé khién ching ta rat khé chiu. Ban
tham chi c¢6 thé mubn gio tay 1én va néi: “T6i
cam thay that bat luc; khong c6 gi t6i cd thé
lam!"

Maisen ciing budn bd. Ong thay dan Israel da
thd ngau tuong nhu thé ndo va biét rang hanh
vi cua ho dang mang lai sy 1&n an cho ho. Ong
c6 thé gio tay va tuyét vong vi ngudi dan cua
minh. Ong c6 thé da bo cudc hodc tré nén cay
dang trude sy phan boi cia ho d6i véi Chla va
chinh 6ng. Nhung thay vao dé, ong tha thiét
cau nguyén xin Chaa thuwong xo6t ho. Va 1di cau
nguyén cua ong da tao nén su khac biét! Thién
Chua da tir bo con thinh n¢ va phan xét cua
Ngai sang mot bén.

Khi mét tinh hudng kho khin dé nang lén tam
tri ban, ban c6 thé phan ung nhu Mbisen da
lam. Ban khdng can phai 1a mot vi thanh vi dai
méi c6 thé dén gan Chla va cau xin long
thuong x6t caa Ngai. Ban c6 thé dén voi Ngai
V6i long tin tuong “dé dugc thuong xot va
nhan duoc an sung dé duoc giup 45 kip thoi”
(Hr 4,16).

Hay dé diéu d6 tham sau vao. Thién Chua Toan
nang moi ban vao phong ngai vang caa chinh
Ngai - va dén d6 vé6i sy tin tuéng, biét rang
Ngai s& chao don ban va nghe nhiing 10i cau
nguyén cua ban. Gidng nhu moi ngudi cha
nhan lanh trén dat, Cha trén troi mudn ban bay
t6 nhitng lo ldng va lo ling caa minh véi Ngai.
Ngai mudn gitip dd! Ngai chi dang doi ban
quay vé phia Ngai. Ngai khao khat tuén d6
long thuong x6t ctia Ngai trén ban va nhiing
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@ ngudi ma ban dang cau nguyén. g%&‘
& o=
@ Vi thé hdy cau nguyén ngay bay gio dé duoc %@‘

% So pray right now for mercy. Bring to the Lord | thuong x6t. Hay dang 1én Chua tat ca nhiing lo cisé’%i
&‘ all the concerns that make you feel powerless | lang khieén ban cam thay bat lyc hoac cam do ﬂ‘
b or tempt you to despair. Pray for those difficult | ban dén tuyét vong. Hay cau nguyén cho 9

Vi
% situations that you see in the world or in the | nhiing tinh hudng kho khan ma ban thay trén ﬁ%&‘
S

) Church. But also pray for mercy for yourself thé gi¢i hogc trong Giao hoi. Nhung ciing hdy | $
X and your loved ones. As you invite him into | cau nguyén su thuong x6t cho chinh minh va %
@ each situation, you will notice that your | nhitng nguoi than yéu. Khi ban moi Ngai vao %‘
g thoughts begin to turn from fear and | teng tinh huong, ban sé nhan thay rang suy %é%

=

b
% resignation toward hope and trust. That old | nghi cua ban bét dau chuyén tir so hdi va cam

? saying is true: “Prayer changes things.” You | chiu sang hy vong va tin tuéng. Cau néi c6 do %
%% can do something; your prayers do make a | rat dang: “Cau nguyén thay d6i moi thi”. Ban %
® (§ difference! c6 thé lam diéu gi do; nhitng 15i cau nguyén g&‘
5‘5 cua ban thuc sy tao nén su khac biét! é;’%g
O (‘ O (‘

é%q “Lord, have mercy on us and on the whole | Lay Chia, xin thuong x6t chung con va toan é%
= | worlar” thé gisi! %‘@&‘
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g%j(‘ Thay néi dieu nay dé anh em cé thé dwec ciru do (Ga 5,34) g%i‘
@ R . - — — . > e X s n z é;;%
T (‘ Sometimes  Jesus” words make people | D61 khi 161 cua Chua Giésu khién ngudoi ta kho (‘
9 uncomfortable. In today’s Gospel, for example, | chiu. Ching han, trong bai Tin Mung hom nay, | 9

% he calls out the people who don’t believe in | Ngai kéu goi nhirng ngudi khéng tin vao Ngai. %
i him. He says that some of them think they | Ngai néi ring mot s6 ngudi trong sé ho nghi g:i‘
%‘Q have a special “in” with God. They are so | rang ho c6 “su dong cam” dac biét véi Thién @f&%
i@ focused on interpreting the Scriptures that they | Chia. Ho qué tap trung vao viéc giai thich %ij (‘
& can’t see that God is standing right in front of | Kinh thdnh dén ndi ho khéng thé thdy rang | Z
%%« them in the person of Jesus (John 5:39-40). Thién Chua dang dung ngay truéc mat ho %@‘
s trong con ngudi Chua Giésu (Ga 5,39-40). ?ﬁ
%%:@m - ?%%(;
S esus sounds overly critical to us, we may be | Neu Chda Giésu c6 vé qua chi trich ching ta, | <
o= missing the message of God’s love that is | chiing ta c6 thé bo sot thong diép vé tinh yéu C?%
@ always at the core of his words. So let’s see if | thwong cua Thién Chda von lubn la cot 16i E&‘
9

P we can find that message. trong loi n6i cua Ngai. Vi vay, hdy xem ligu | Z<
%%j@ ching ta c6 thé tim thiy thong bao do khong. %%%(‘
b b
E One way that God showed his love was by | Mot cach ma Thién Chda thé hién tinh yéu %
= (‘ preparing his people for Jesus’ coming. | thuong cia Ngai la chuan bi dan Ngai cho su %&‘
g’&% Through the words of Scripture and prophets | tai 1am cua Chua Giésu. Qua nhiing 16i Kinh g&%
fﬁé@ like John the Baptist, he urged them to | thanh va cac vi tién tri nhu Gioan tay gia, dng fﬁ&
? < “prepare the way of the Lord” (Isaiah 40:3; see | thic giuc ho “don duong cho Chua” (Is 40,3; 9
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John 5:33-35, 46-47). Jesus’ miracles also
testified to his divine power (John 5:36).

Another way that God showed his love—and
continues to do so—was by revealing truth
through Jesus. Jesus spoke very bluntly to the
people because he wanted to make that truth
very clear to them, and to us. He wants us to be
aware of our sins and how they can separate us
from God: “I say this so that you may be
saved” (John 5:34). His desire isn’t to punish
us, but to lead us into a deeper relationship
with his Father so that we will want to serve
and follow him.

Jesus gave us these proofs of his love in
today’s Gospel to help us understand and
embrace who he is and what he came to do for
us. It can be challenging to keep the flame of
faith alive in our hearts, and if Jesus’ words
shake us up a bit, that can be a good thing.
Sometimes we need him to fan the flame so
that our faith burns more brightly and so that
we can think and act more like him in this
world.

So if this passage is a little hard to hear, look at
it as an ever-present call from your loving
Father, who is always trying to reach you.
Always—always—Ilook for the love that is at
the heart of every one of God’s messages. And
let that love fill your heart and change you.

“Jesus, your word is always true and good and
beautiful. Open my heart to receive the love
you have for me today.”

xin xem Ga 5,33-35, 46-47). Céac phép la cua
Chuta Giésu cling ching té quyén nang thiéng
liéng cua Ngai (Ga 5,36).

Mot cach khac ma Thién Chua bay to tinh yéu
thuong - va van tiép tuc 1am nhu vay - la tiét 19
I& that qua Chla Giésu. Chia Giésu noi rat
thang than véi dan ching vi Ngai mudn lam
cho su that do6 trg nén rd rang vai ho va voi
chiing ta. Ngai mudn chung ta y thic vé toi 13i
cua minh va cach ching cd thé ngin cach
ching ta khoi Thién Chta: “T6i néi didu nay
dé anh em duoc ctru” (Ga 5,34). Ngai khong
mubn tring phat ching ta, nhung muén dan
dit chung ta dén mdi twong quan mat thiét hon
v6i Cha Ngai dé ching ta muén phung su va
noi theo Ngai.

Chua Giésu di cho chung ta nhitng bang ching
vé tinh yéu caa Ngai trong Tin Ming hdm nay
dé gilp chdng ta hiéu va dén nhan Ngai 12 ai
va Ngai dén dé 1am gi cho chlng ta. Giit cho
ngon ltra duac tin lubn chay trong long chdng ta
c6 thé 1a mot thach thire, va néu nhitng 10i cua
Chua Giésu lay dong chdng ta mot chat, thi do
¢ thé 1a mot dicu tot. Doi khi ching ta can
Ngai thoi bung ngon lira dé niém tin cua ching
ta chay sang hon va dé chang ta suy nghi va
hanh dong gidng Ngai hon trén cdi doi nay.

Vi vay, néu doan nay hoi kho nghe, hdy xem
n6 nhu mét tiéng goi ludn hién hitu tir Cha yéu
thwong ciia ban, 1a Dang luén cé gang dén voi
ban. Ludn ludn - ludn ludn - tim kiém tinh yéu
thuong 1a trong tdm cta moi thong diép cua
Thién Chua. Va hay dé tinh yéu d6 lap day trai
tim ban va thay doi ban.

Lay Chta Giésu, 16i Chta ludn chan that, tét
lanh va dep d&. Xin mé rong trai tim con dé
con don nhan tinh yéu ma Chua danh cho con
ngay hom nay.
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