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Thir Bay, 24-2-2024. Tuan 1 Muoa Chay. Nam B
Saturday, February-24-2024. Year B

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Saturday (February 24): Love and pray for your
enemies

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:43-48

43 "You have heard that it was said, "You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But
| say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be
sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46
For if you love those who love you, what reward
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the
same? 47 And if you salute only your brethren,
what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? 48 You,
therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.

Thi Bay  24-2 Hay yéu thwong
va cau nguyén cho ké thu anh em

Mt 5,43-48

43 "Anh em d nghe Luat day riang: Hay yéu dong
loai va hay ghét ké thu.ss Con Thay, Thay bao
anh em: hdy yéu ké thu va cau nguyén cho nhiing
ké nguoc dai anh em.ss Nhu vay, anh em mdi
dugc tro nén con céi caa Cha anh em, Pang ngu
trén troi, vi Nguoi cho mat troi cia Ngudi moc
Ién soi sang ké x4u ciing nhu ngudi tot, va cho
mua xudng trén nguoi cong chinh ciing nhu ké
bat chinh.ss Vi néu anh em yéu thuong ké yéu
thuong minh, thi anh em nao cé cong chi? Ngay
ca nhitng ngudi thu thué ciing chang lam nhu thé
sa0?,7 Néu anh em chi chao hoi anh em minh
thoi, thi anh em co6 lam gi la thuong dau? Ngay
ca ngudi ngoai ciing chang 1am nhu thé sa0?ss
Vay anh em hdy nén hoan thién, nhu Cha anh em
trén troi 1a Bang hoan thién.

Meditation: Do you know the love that conquers
every fear, sin, and selfish desire? God renews
his love for us each and every day. His love has
the power to free us from every form of evil -
selfishness, greed, anger, hatred, jealously and
envy. In Jesus' teaching on the law he does
something quite remarkable and unheard of. He
transforms the old law of justice and mercy with
grace (favor) and loving-kindness.

Grace and loving-kindness

God is good to the unjust as well as the just. His
love embraces saint and sinner alike. God seeks
our highest good and teaches us to seek the
greatest good of others, even those who hate or

Suy niém: Ban c6 biét tinh yéu chién thang moi
so hai, toi 131, va uéc mudn ich ky khdng? Thién
Chua d6i méi tinh yéu cua Ngudi dbi véi chiing
ta moi va moi ngay. Tinh yéu ciia Ngudi ¢6 sirc
manh giai thoét chdng ta khoi moi hinh thuc xau
Xa, ich ky, tham lam, gian d@, thu ghét, ghen ti,
va db ky. Trong gio huan cia Bic Giésu vé Ié
luat, Nguoi di 1am diéu that 4n tuong va chua
tirng nghe bao gio. Nguoi bién d6i luat cong binh
cua luat ct véi long thuong x6t va on sung va
Iong nhén tir yéu thuong.

On sung va long nhan ter yéu thuwong

Thién Chua tot lanh d6i véi moi nguoi, ngudi bat
chinh cling nhu nguoi cong chinh. Tinh yéu cua
Nguoi 6m lay nguoi thanh thién ciing nhu nguoi
t6i 16i. Thién Chda tim kiém loi ich cao nhit cho
ching ta va day ching ta tim kiém loi ich cao
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cause ill-will. Our love for others, including
those who are ungrateful or selfish towards us,
must be marked by the same kindness and mercy
which God has shown to us. It is easier to show
kindness and mercy when we can expect to
benefit from doing so. How much harder when
we can expect nothing in return. Our prayer for
those who do us ill both breaks the power of
revenge and releases the power of love to do
good in the face of evil.

How can we possibly love as God loves and
overcome evil with good? With God all things
are possible. He gives power and grace to those
who believe and accept the gift of the Holy
Spirit. His love conquers all, even our hurts,
fears, prejudices and griefs. Only the cross of
Jesus Christ can free us from the tyranny of
malice, hatred, revenge, and resentment and
gives us the courage to return evil with good.
Such love and grace has power to heal and to
save from destruction. Do you know the power
of Christ's redeeming love and mercy?

Perfect - made whole

Was Jesus exaggerating when he said we must be
perfect as our heavenly Father s
perfect (Matthew 5:48)? Jesus' command seems
to parallel two passages from the Old Testament
Scriptures. The first is where God instructed
Abraham to "be perfect" or "blameless” before
God (Genesis 17:1). The original meaning of
"perfect” in Hebrew and the Aramaic dialect is
"completeness” or "wholeness" - "not lacking in
what is essential.”

The second passage that seems to parallel Jesus'
expression, "be perfect as your heavenly Father
is perfect” is the command that God gave to
Moses and the people of Israel to "be holy, for I
am holy" (Leviticus 11:44,45; 19:2). God made
each of us in his image and likeness (Genesis
1:26,27). That is why he calls us to grow
in maturity and wholeness so we can truly be like

nhat cho nguoi khéc, ké ca nhitng ai han thu hay
gay ra y xau. Tinh yéu cua ching ta danh cho
ngudi khac, bao gom nhiing ké v6 on hay ich ky
véi minh, phai duoc ghi diu bang cung long
nhan tr va thuong x6t ma Thién Chua da bay to
véi chling ta. That d& dang hon dé bay t6 long tot
va thuong x6t khi chiing ta c6 thé dwoc loi 16¢ tir
diéu d6. Khi chung ta khong mong gi cho su dap
tra thi khé khan hon biét bao. Loi cau cua chung
ta cho nhitng ai lam hai minh vira dap tan su tra
thil va tao nén siic manh tinh yéu dé liy on bao
oan.

Lam thé nao ching ta c6 thé yéu nhu Chia yéu,
va ché ngyu diéu xau bang diéu tot? Véi Thién
Chta moi sy déu c6 thé. Nguoi ban sirc manh va
on sung cho nhiing ai tin twéng va don nhan
hong an Chta Thanh Than. Tinh yéu ciia Nguoi
chién thing tat ca, ké ca cac ton thuong, so hai,
thanh kién, va dau khé cua ching ta. Chi c6 thap
gia cua Puc Giésu Kitd mai c6 thé giai thoat
ching ta khoi &ch théng tri cua 4c tdm, ghen
ghét, han thu, va oan gian va ban cho ching ta su
can dam dé lay on bao oan. Tinh yéu va on sing
nhu thé ¢ sic manh chita lanh va thoat khoi su
hay diét. Ban c6 biét src manh tinh yéu va long
thuong xot ctru do cua buc Kitd khong?

Hoan hdo — nén tren hdo

Bhrc Giésu co phong dai khi Nguoi ndi ching
ta phai nén tron lanh nhu Cha trén troi la
bang tron lanh khéng (Mt 5,48)? Lénh truyén
cua buc Giésu xem ra song song vai hai cau
trong Kinh thanh Cuyu wéc. Loi dau tién 14 noi
Thién Chda ra lénh cho Abraham tré nén
“hoan hao” hay “khong ti §” truéc Thién Chaa
(St 17,1). Y nghia nguyén thuy cia han tur
“hoan hao” trong tiéng Do thai va Aramaic la
“tron Ven” hay “day du” — “khéng thiéu nhiing
gi la quan trong chu yéu”.

Cau thir hai xem ra song song vagi cau néi cua
Ptrc Giésu “Hay nén tron lanh nhu Cha trén troi
1a Bang tron lanh” 1a ménh lénh ma Thién Chla
ban cho ong Moisen va dan Israel “Hay thanh
thién vi Ta la Pang Thanh” (Lv 11,44-45; 19,2).
Thién Chia tao dyng mdi ngudi ching ta nén
giong hinh anh ciia Nguoi (St 1,26-27). 6 1a ly
do tai sao Nguoi kéu goi ching ta phai lon 1én
trong su truong thanh va tron hao dé ching ta c6
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When we look at the spiritual life, we may
believe that being “perfect” means being like
that pianist: making no mistakes. But Jesus
shows us a very different way of thinking
about it. When he tells his hearers to be
perfect, he means be perfected in love, just as
our Father loves perfectly. That means loving
everyone, even those we consider enemies,
even those who hurt us.

That’s not easy to do! We all know people who
rub us the wrong way. We all know how
painful it can be when someone hurts us or
betrays us. So how can we love them in these
difficult situations?

We can start by remembering that our heavenly
Father loved us even when we were his
enemies (Romans 5:10). That makes him the
best one to teach us how to love. We are all
sinners, and God loves us all. In fact, you
might be the person that someone else finds
difficult. Recognizing that can help you show
compassion even when you don’t feel like it.

Especially when it’s hard, you have to put in
the effort—Ilike that classical pianist. Practice
until loving becomes easier and the way you
love looks more like the way God loves. Here’s
a way to begin. If someone offends you, pray
for them. Then try to seek the good for them. If
you have to deal with that person, ask the
Spirit to give you his strength and his love.

The more you wrestle with loving those you
find difficult to love, the more you show your
heavenly Father’s perfection in your life.
You’ll get better at loving everyone because

thé tin rang “tron lanh” c6 nghia 1a giéng nhu
nghé si piano d6: khong mac 15i 1am. Nhung
Chua Giésu cho ching ta thiy mét cach suy
nghi rat khac vé vin dé ndy. Khi Ngai bao
ngudi nghe hdy nén tron lanh, y cia Ngai la
hdy nén tron ven trong tinh yéu thuong, giéng
nhu Cha chung ta yéu thuong mdt cach tron
ven. Diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a yéu thuwong tat ca moi
ngudi, ngay ca nhirng ngudi chung ta coi la ké
th, ngay ca nhimg ngudi da lam t6n thuong
ching ta.

Diéu d6 khéng dé thuc hién! Tat ca ching ta
déu biét nhitng nguoi cha xat ching ta sai
céch. Tat ca chung ta déu biét cam giac dau
dén nhu thé nao khi ai d6 lam to6n thuong
ching ta hoac phan béi chang ta. Vay lam sao
ching ta c6 thé yéu thwong ho trong nhiing
hoan canh kho khan nay?

Ching ta c6 thé bat dau bang cach nhd rang
Cha trén troi da yéu thuong ching ta ngay ca
khi chang ta la ké thu caa Ngai (Rm 5,10).
Diéu d6 khién Ngai trg thanh nguoi tot nhat dé
day chung ta cach yéu thuong. Tt ca ching ta
déu 1a toi nhan va Thién Chua yéu thuong tat
ca chiing ta. Trén thuc té, ban c6 thé 1a nguoi
khién nguoi khac cam thay kho khian. Nhan
thizc duge diéu do co thé gilp ban thé hién
long trac an ngay ca khi ban khéng cam thay
thich diéu do.

Dic biét khi kho khan, ban phai nd lec - gidng
nhu nghé si piano ¢6 dién d6. Hay thuc hanh
cho dén khi viéc yéu thuong tré nén dé dang
hon va cach ban yéu gidng nhu cach Chua yéu
hon. Pay 1a mot cach dé bat dau. Néu ai d6 xiic
pham ban, hdy cau nguyén cho ho. Sau d6 hay
cb gang tim kiém diéu tét dep cho ho. Néu ban
phai dbi mat véi nguoi d6, hay cau xin Thanh
Linh ban cho ban sirc manh va tinh yéu cua ho.

Cang vat 1on véi viéc yéu thuong nhitng nguoi
ma ban cam thay kho yéu, ban cang thé hién sy
hoan hao cia Cha trén troi trong cudc séng cua
minh. Ban s& yéu thuong moi ngudi tét hon vi
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