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Thir Nam, 22-2-2024. Tuan 1 Mua Chay. Nam B
Thursday, February-22-2024. Year B

L& Kinh Lap Tong Toa Thanh Phérd

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Thursday (February 22): The keys of the
kingdom of heaven

Scripture: Matthew 16:13-19

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who
do men say that the Son of man is?" 14 And they
said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 15 He said to them, "But who do you
say that | am?"16 Simon Peter replied, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 And
Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18
And 1 tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock |
will build my church, and the powers of death
shall not prevail against it. 19 | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven."

Thir Nam 22-2
nwoc Troi

Céc giai phép cia

Mt 16,13-19

13 Khi Blc Gié-su dén vung ké can thanh
Xé-da-ré Phi-lip-phé, Ngudgi hoéi cac mon
dé rang: "Ngudi ta néi Con Ngudi la ai? "4
Cac 6ng thua: "Ké thi ndi la 6ng Gio-an
Tay Gia, ké thi bao la 6ng E-li-a, ¢ ngudi
lai cho la ong Gié-ré-mi-a hay mot trong
cac vi ngon su."1s Buc Gié-su lai hoi: "Con
anh em, anh em bao Thay la ai? "is Ong
Si-mon Phé-r6 thua: "Thay la Pang Ki-to,
Con Thién Chla héng séng."i7 Dlc Gié-su
noi véi 6ng: "Nay anh Si-mo6n con 6ng Gio-
na, anh that la ngudi cé phuc, vi khéng
phai pham nhan mac khai cho anh diéu ay,
nhung la Cha cla Thay, BDang ngu trén
trGi.1s Con Thay, Thay bao cho anh biét:
anh la Phé-r6, nghia la Tang D3, trén tang
da nay, Thay sé xay HO6i Thanh cua Thay,
va quyén luc t&r than sé khdng thidng ndi.1o
Thay sé trao cho anh chia khoa Nudc Trdi:
dudi dat, anh cam budc diéu gi, trén trgi
cling sé cam budc nhu vay; dugi dat, anh
thao cdi diéu gi, trén trdi cling sé thao cdi
nhu vay."

Meditation: At an opportune time Jesus tests his
disciples with a crucial question: Who do men
say that I am and who do you say that | am? He
was widely recognized in Israel as a mighty man
of God, even being compared with the greatest of
the prophets, John the Baptist, Elijah, and
Jeremiah. Peter, always quick to respond,
exclaimed that he was the Christ, the Son of the
living God. No mortal being could have revealed

Suy niém: Vao mot lac thuan tién, bac Giésu
ther cac mon dé qua mot cau hoi quan trong:
Nguwoi ta bao Thay 12 ai? Va cac con bao Thay la
ai? Pirc Giésu duoc nhiéu ngudi trong dan Israel
nhin nhan nhu 1a nguoi caa Thién Chda, tham
chi ho con so sanh Nguoi véi nhitng ngdn st
danh tiéng nhat nhu Gioan tdy gia, Elia, va
Giérémia. Phéro luc nao cling nhanh nhen tra loi,
tuyén xung rang Nguoi 1a Pic Kitd, Con Thién
Chta hang séng. Khéng phai pham nhan mic
khai cho Phérd diéu iy, nhung chinh 1a Thién
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this to Peter, but only God.

Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), an early
church father comments on Peter's profession of
faith in Jesus:

Peter did not say "you are a Christ" or "a son of
God" but "the Christ, the Son of God." For there
are many christs [meaning anointed ones] by
grace, who have attained the rank of adoption [as
sons], but [there is] only one who is by nature the
Son of God. Thus, using the definite article, he
said, the Christ, the Son of God. And in calling
him Son of the living God, Peter indicates that
Christ himself is life and that death has no
authority over him. And even if the flesh, for a
short while, was weak and died, nevertheless it
rose again, since the Word, who indwelled it,
could not be held under the bonds of
death. (FRAGMENT 190)

Jesus plays on Peter's name which is the same
word for "rock™ in both Aramaic and Greek. To
call someone a "rock" is one of the greatest of
compliments. The ancient rabbis had a saying
that when God saw Abraham, he exclaimed: "I
have discovered a rock to found the world upon”.
Through Abraham God established a nation for
himself. Through faith Peter grasped who Jesus
truly was. He was the first apostle to recognize
Jesus as the Anointed One (Messiah and Christ)
and the only begotten Son of God. The New
Testament describes the church as a spiritual
house or temple with each member joined
together as living stones (see 1 Peter 2:5). Faith
in Jesus Christ makes us into rocks or spiritual
stones.

Jesus then confers on Peter authority to govern
the church that Jesus would build, a church that
no powers would overcome because it is founded
on the rock which is Christ himself. Epiphanius,
a 6th century Scripture scholar who also
translated many early church commentaries from
Greek into Latin, explains the significance of

Chua.

Cyril thanh Alexandria (376-444 AD), mét
giao phu thoi so khai giai thich 161 tuyén
xung cua Phérd vé Buc Giésu nhu sau:

Phérd da khong noi rang “Thay la mot Buc
Kit6” hay la “mdt nguoi con cua Thién
Chta” nhung néi “Pwc Kitd, Con Thién
Chtia”. Vi c6 nhiéu kitd (ngudi duoc Xxuc
dau) qua on sung, ngudi dugc goi 1a nghia tir
(nhu con cai), nhung chi c6 mot Pang duy
nhat theo ban tinh 12 Con Thién Chla. Do
do, dung mao to xac dinh ngai ndi: buc
Kitd, Con Thién Chua. Va trong viéc goi
Ngudi 1a Con Thién Chla hang séng, Phérd
c6 y rang chinh Bac Kitd 1a sy séng va su
chét khong c6 quyén gi trén Ngudi. Va ngay
ca, néu than xac, trong thoi gian ngan, thi
yéu dudi va phai chét, tuy nhién né da séng
lai, vi Ngoi Loi, Pang & trong no, khong thé
bi giam cam dudi gong cum cua sy chét
(khao luan 190).

Puc Giésu dat tén cho Phérd 1a “da”, han tu
nay c6 cing mot chix trong tiéng Aramaic va
Hy lap. Goi ai la “da” 1a mot trong nhiing loi
khen ngoi tét lanh nhat. Céc bac thiy ngay xua
ké lai rang khi Thién Chua nhin thiy 6ng
Abraham, Nguoi thét 1én: “Ta da tim thay mot
tang da dé xay dung thé giéi”. Qua ong
Abraham, Thién Chta da thiét 1ap mot quéc
gia cho chinh minh. Nh¢ duc tin, 6ng Phéro da
nhan biét Dic Giésu dich that 12 ai. Ong 12 vi
tong dd dau tién nhan ra Puc Giésu la Pdang
dwoc xirc dau (Pang Mésia va Kitd), va la con
mot Thién Chlda. Tan u6c mo ta Giao hoi nhu
mot toa nha thiéng liéng, hay mot dén thd ma
mdi ngudi 1a vién da séng dong xay dung nén
(1Pr 2,5). Long tin vao PGK khién ching ta
trd nén nhitng vién da thiéng liéng.

Puc Giésu sau do trao quyén cho Phérd coi s6c
Gi&o hoi ma buc Giésu xdy dung, mot Giao hoi
khong c6 stc manh nao thing dwoc boi vi nd
dugc xay dung trén tang da la chinh Buc Kitd.
Epiphanius, mét hoc gia Kinh thanh thé ky thi 6,
cling dich nhiéu loi cha giai cua Gido hoi so khai
tir tiéng Hy Lap sang tiéng Latinh, giai thich y
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Jesus handing down the "keys of the kingdom":

For Christ is a rock which is never disturbed or
worn away. Therefore Peter gladly received his
name from Christ to signify the established and
unshaken faith of the church.... The devil is the
gateway of death who always hastens to stir up
against the holy church calamities and
temptations and persecutions. But the faith of the
apostle, which was founded upon the rock of
Christ, abides always unconquered and
unshaken. And the very keys of the kingdom of
the heavens have been handed down so that one
whom he has bound on earth has been bound in
heaven, and one whom he has set free on earth he
has also set free in heaven. (INTERPRETATION
OF THE GOSPELS 28)

The Lord Jesus offers us the gift of unshakeable
faith, enduring hope, and unquenchable love -
and the joyful boldness to proclaim him as the
one true Savior who brings us the kingdom of
God both now and forever. Who do you say he is
to yourself and to your neighbor?

"Lord Jesus, | profess and believe that you are
the Christ, the Son of the living God. You are my
Lord and my Savior. Make my faith strong like
Peter's and give me boldness to speak of you to
others that they may come to know you
personally as Lord and Savior and grow in the
knowledge of your great love."

nghia cua viéc Puc Giésu trao ban “nhitng chia
khoa cta vurong quoc” nhu sau:

Vi Buc Kito 1a da tang khdng bao gio bi lay
dong hay mon di. Do d6 Phér6 vui vé dugc
DPuc Kitd dit tén dé bay té niém tin duoc
thiét 1ap va khong lay chuyén cua Giao hoi. ..
Ma quy la cira ngd cua su chét, ké lubn voi
vang dé khudy Ién nhiing tham hoa, cdm dd
va bét bg chdng lai Gi4o hoi. Nhung dbc tin
cua vi tong dd, duoc xay trén tang da cua
buc Kitd, ludn ludn kién virng va khong lay
chuyén. Va nhiing chia khéa caa Nugc Troi
da dugc truyén lai cho nguoi ma Ngai da
rang budc trén dat da bi troi budc trén thién
dang, va mot nguoi ma Ngai da giai thoat
khoi tran gian, thi Ngai ciing duoc tu do trén
thién dang. (Chu giai cac Tin ming s6 28)

Chua Giésu ban cho ching ta hong an dirc
tin khong lay chuyén, dtc cay viing vang, va
dic mén sbt sing — va long can dam vui tuoi
dé tuyén xung Nguoi 13 Pang ctu do duy
nhat dich that dem lai cho ching ta nuéc
Thién Chla by gio va mai mai. Ban ndi
Nguoi 1a ai d6i véi ban va tha nhan?

Lay Chla Giésu, con tuyén xung va tin tuong
rang Chua 1a Puc Kitd, Con Thién Chda hang
séng. Chua 1a Chua va 1a Bang ctu do cua con.
Xin cang ¢6 niém tin cua con manh m& nhu
thanh Phérd va ban cho con sy can dam dé ndi vé
Chua cho ngudi khiac dé ho biét dugc Chua la
Chua va 1a Ping cru do cach ca vi va 1on Ién
trong su hiéu biét vé tinh yéu cao ca cia Chda.

Thir Nim, 22-2-2024. Tuan 1 Mua Chay. Nim B
Thursday, February-22-2024. Year B
Nguon: the word among us
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%@& Did you know that there is a physical chair of | Ban c6 biét rang c6 mot chiéc ghé vat Iy cua | &
& St. Peter located in St. Peter’s Basilica in the | Thanh Phérd nam trong Vuong cung thanh

&
e e
U= = Q= G == Q= = Q= G = B = =G = G = G = = = =)
L R R A R A



g
2

L
%;f,&jj@
%@

@m%mg@%ammmm%%%%%%%%%
S (Lb? (‘é&% (‘%&‘%? “@% (‘?@%?J% (L@ (L@ (L@ “%‘%ﬂ%@%@

85, 5

© Sy =
7 7

=

= © S © S

g 7 g 7 g

6 R0 R e R e R 9

©

g

Vatican? Tradition holds that it is the original
wooden seat used by St. Peter whenever he
preached or taught the Christians in Rome. The
chair was later encased in bronze, and is an
impressive work of art.

But today’s feast is not about a piece of
furniture. It’s about what it signifies. The Chair
of St. Peter stands as “a symbol of the special
mission of Peter and his successors to tend
Christ’s flock, keeping it united in faith and in
charity” (Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus,
February 19, 2012). It’s a sign that Jesus has
kept the promise he made to St. Peter, which
we read in today’s Gospel: “The gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against [the
Church]” (Matthew 16:18).

It’s no secret that, over the centuries, some of
Peter’s successors have been less than
exemplary in their faithfulness to God. Yet God
has always been faithful to his promise! He has
continued the unceasing flow of graces to the
world through the Church. In fact, in spite of
many forces of darkness coming against it
from within and from outside, the Church
remains “united in faith and in charity.”

We can recount the ways in which the graces
and blessings of the Church have touched our
own lives: the youth group that led us to
experience the joy of Christ, the Catholic
school teacher who taught us the truths of the
faith, or the chapel that became our place of
encounter with the Lord. In these ways, and so
many more, the Church has helped heaven
come to earth in our lives!

So trust that God is faithful to his promises! He

duong Thanh Phérd ¢ Vatican khong? Truyén
thdng cho riang d6 1a chiéc ghé gd nguyén ban
dugc Thanh Phérd str dung bét ctr khi ndo éng
thuyét giang hoic day do nhiing nguoi theo
dao Thién chia & Rome. Chiéc ghé sau do
duoc boc bang ddng va la mot tac pham nghé
thuat an tuong.

Nhung ngay & hdm nay khong phai 1a vé mot
moén d6 noi that. P6 1a vé nhitng gi nd tuong
trung. Ngai Toa Thanh Phérd 1a “biéu tugng
cho st ménh dac biét cua Thanh Phérd va
nhitng ngudi ké vi ngai nhiam cham séc dan
chién cua Chula Kitd, gitr cho doan chién dugc
hiép nhét trong dirc tin va bac 4i” (B¢ Théanh
Cha Bénédictéo X VI, Truyén tin, ngay 19 thang
2 nam 2012). 6 1a ddu hiéu cho thidy Chua
Giésu da gitt loi hira véi Thanh Phérd, ma
chiing ta doc trong bai Tin Mung hém nay:
“Cac ctra am phu s& khdng thing dugc [Gido
hoi]” (Mt 16,18).

Khoéng ¢ gi ngac nhién khi qua nhiéu thé ky,
mot s6 nguoi ké vi Thanh Phérd da khong
guong mau vé long trung thanh véi Thién
Chua. Tuy nhién, Thién Chuda lubn thanh tin
V6i 161 htra cia minh! Ngai d3 tiép tuc tudn do
an sing khong ngung xubng thé gisi qua Giéo
hoi. Trén thuc té, bat chap nhiéu thé luc béng
t6i dén tir bén trong va bén ngoai, Giao hoi van
“hiép nhat trong dirc tin va bac 4i”.

Chung ta c6 thé ké lai nhitng cach ma an sing
va phuc lanh cua Gido hoi da cham dén cudc
séng cua ching ta: nhém thanh nién da dan
ching ta trai nghiém niém vui cia Chla Kitd,
gido vién truong Cong giao da day chung ta
nhirng chan ly dac tin, hay nha nguyén da day
chdng ta nhiing chan ly duc tin da tré thanh noi
ching ta gap g Chla. Bang nhiing cach nay
va nhiéu céach khac nira, Gido Hoi da gitip thién
dang dén véi tran gian trong cudc séng cua
chlng ta!

Vi thé hay tin twong rang Thién Chtia thanh tin
véi loi hira cia Ngai! Ngai sé tiép tuc gitr cho
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% as he deepens our communion. In the end, | sau sic thém sy hiép thdng cua ching ta. Cuoi %
(‘ Jesus will be victorious over all the forces of | cung, Chuda Giésu sé chién thang moi thé luc %‘

%« darkness in this world—and in our hearts. bong ti trén thé gidi nay — va trong tam hdn
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