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Nguon: the word among us

Is 55, 10-11 Isaiah 55:10-11
Cho ké gieo c6 hat giong... (Is 55,10)

John didn’t grow up in a religious household.
But he was drawn to the Catholic faith during
his college years and began attending Mass. He
went through RCIA and married a committed
Catholic woman, and together they raised four
children. The whole family was faithful to
attending Mass; not even snowstorms kept
them away!

A successful businessman, John was able to
retire young. He then started his own business
as a handyman. Even today, he still charges his
clients far less than the going rate because he
views his work as a mission to help people,
many of whom haven’t been as fortunate. “God
has blessed me,” he likes to say, “and I think
it’s right that I share those blessings.”

Where did that generosity come from? Quite
possibly from something that happened every
Sunday as John sat in church: God was sending
out his word, as today’s first reading says, and
watering his faith. The words he heard in the
readings each week settled deep in his heart
and made him more and more “fertile and
fruitful” in imitating Christ’s love (Isaiah
55:10).

Every Sunday, God is sowing the seed of his
word into the hearts of countless men and
women like John. We may not always see it,
but God’s words are bearing fruit. One may
look like a single wildflower, but imagine the

Gioan khéng I6n 1én trong mot gia dinh theo
dao. Nhung 6ng da bi duc tin Céng gido thu
hdt trong nhitng ndm dai hoc va bt dau tham
du Thanh I&. Ong di thong qua RCIA va két
hén vai mét phu nir Cong gido tan tuy, va ho
cung nhau nudi day bén déra con. Ca gia dinh
déu trung thanh tham du Thanh L&; tham chi
b3o tuyét ciing khong thé xua dudi ho!

La mot doanh nhéan thanh dat, Gioan c6 thé
nghi huu sém. Sau dé, 6ng bat dau cong viéc
kinh doanh riéng cia minh vai tu cach 1a mot
ngudi thg thu c¢éng. Tham chi dén tan ngay
nay, 6ng van tinh phi cho khach hang cia minh
thap hon nhiéu so voi mac gia hién hanh vi
ong coi cbng viéc cua minh la st ménh giup dd
moi ngudi, nhiéu ngudi trong sé ho khdng
dugc may man nhu vay. “Chta di ban phudc
cho t61,” 6ng thich nodi, “va téi nghi viéc toi
chia s¢ nhitng phudc lanh d6 1a dung dan.”

Sy hao phong d6 dén tir dau? Rét co thé tir mot
didu gi d6 da xay ra vao mdi Chua nhat khi
Gioan ngdi trong nha tho: Thién Chiia dang g
161 cua Ngai, nhu bai doc mot hdm nay ndi, va
tudi tham duc tin cia 6ng. Nhitng 1oi 6ng nghe
trong cac bai doc mdi tuan di in sdu vao tim
hon 6ng va khién ong ngay cang “mau md va
sinh hoa trai” trong viéc noi guong tinh yéu
cua Chua Kit6 (Is 55,10).

Moi Chia Nhat, Thién Chua dang gieo hat
gidng 15i Ngai vao tdm hon cua vo sb nguoi
nam nir nhu Gioan. C6 thé khdng phai lic nao
chung ta ciing thiy dugc didu d6, nhung 1oi
Chtia dang mang lai két qua. Nguoi ta co thé
tréng gidng nhu mot béng hoa dai don 1¢,
nhung hdy tudng tugng vé dep ma Chua nhin
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beauty God sees as he looks at all the people
whose faithfulness only he knows! So it is with
the good works that spring from each of us as
we hear God’s word. Those actions might not
seem like much to us, but God takes a different
view.

If you are reading this, know that God is
planting the seed of his word in you. He
promises that this seed “shall not return to me
void” (Isaiah 55:11). It will bear fruit. Even if
you can’t see it right now, you can trust that it
will happen. It may need some time. It may
need a little extra watering as well. But the
seed is there, waiting for just the right time and
just the right conditions. Just keep listening to
the Lord and trying to respond to what you
hear!

“Father, help me to trust in the power of your
word to change the world, one believer at a
time.”

thay khi Ngai nhin vao tat ca nhirng ngudi ma
chi ¢c6 Ngai biét long trung thanh cua ho! Diéu
d6 ciing xay ra véi nhiing viéc 1am tot lanh
phét sinh tir mdi ngudi ching ta khi ching ta
nghe loi Chlda. Nhitng hanh dong do co vé
khong c6 gi dang ké dbi véi chung ta, nhung
Chda lai c6 quan diém khac.

Néu ban dang doc diéu nay, hay biét rang Chua
dang gieo hat giéng 16i Ngai vao trong ban.
Ngai hta rang hat gidng nay “s& khong tro vé
véi ta mot cach vo ich” (Is 55,11). N6 s& dom
hoa két trai. Ngay ca khi ban khong thé nhin
thay n6 ngay bay gio, ban cd thé tin tudng rang
nd s& xay ra. N cd thé can mot thoi gian. No
cling c¢6 thé can tudi thém mot chat. Nhung hat
gidng van & do, chd doi dung thoi diém va
dung diéu kién. Chi can tiép tuc ling nghe
Chua va c6 gang dap lai nhiing gi ban nghe!

Lay Cha, xin giup con tin tudng vao sitc manh
l61 ndi cua Cha dé thay doi the gidi, tung nguoi
mot.

Mt6, 7-15 Matthew 6:7-15
Anh em hay cau nguyén the nay (Mt 6,9)

Have you ever wondered if you’re praying
“correctly”? For example, you might be unsure
of how long you should pray or how to get rid
of distractions. Maybe you’d like to know the
best way to begin and end your prayer. But
rather than give us a specific set of
instructions, Jesus taught us a way to pray that
both reveals God’s heart to us and invites us to
attune our hearts to his (Matthew 6:7-15).

By beginning with “Our Father” (Matthew
6:9), we acknowledge who God is: a Father
who loves us more than any earthly father ever
could. How he must delight in hearing us, his
beloved children, address him as Abba, or

Ban c6 bao gio ty hoi liéu minh c¢6 dang cau
nguyén “dung cach” khong? Vi dy, ban cd thé
khong chac minh nén cau nguyén trong bao lau
hoic lam thé nao dé loai bo nhimg diéu sao
nhing. C6 thé ban mudn biét cach tét nhat dé
bat dau va két thic 1oi cau nguyén cia minh.
Nhung thay vi dua ra cho chiing ta mét loat chi
dan cu thé, Chla Giésu day ching ta cach cau
nguyén vira bay to tam long cua Thién Chua
cho ching ta vira moi goi ching ta hoa hop
tam long caa minh véi Ngai (Mt 6,7-15).

Bang cach bat dau véi “Lay Cha” (Mt 6,9),
ching ta thtra nhan Thién Chua la ai: mot
ngudi Cha yéu thuong ching ta hon bat ky
ngudi cha nao trén dat. Ngai han vui mung biét
bao khi nghe chling ta, nhitng dtra con yéu dau
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“Daddy”!

When we pray “Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done” (Matthew 6:10), we are aligning our
hearts with God’s because his greatest desire is
to see his kingdom flourish on earth. And
while building his kingdom is primarily his
work, he invites us to cooperate with him by
doing what he asks of us, whatever that might
be.

Next, because he knows his Father’s
compassion and care for us, Jesus invites us to
ask God for “our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).
He wants us to trust God to give us bread that
nourishes our bodies as well as bread from
heaven to strengthen us in spirit.

Jesus also knows the depths of God’s mercy
for us, so he invites us to repent of our sins
each time we pray (Matthew 6:12). And when
we forgive others, we are doing what God has
already done for us. Not only that, but we are
taking on the merciful heart of our heavenly
Father (6:12).

Finally, when we ask God to “deliver us from
evil” (Matthew 6:13), we are acknowledging
his might, power, and victory over sin. The
more we understand this truth, the more we
will rely on him whenever we are confronted
with temptation.

Today, pray the Our Father slowly. With each
petition, think about how it reveals God’s
heart. Don’t worry if you are praying
“correctly.” Just praise God with all your heart
for his never-ending love, compassion, and
mercy for you!

“Jesus, may my prayer today lead me to the
heart of the Father.”

cua ngai, goi ngai la Abba, hay “Cha oi”!

Khi ching ta cau nguyén “Nudc Cha tri dén, y
Cha duogc thé hién” (Mt 6,10), ching ta dang
huéng 16ng minh vé& véi Thién Chla vi uéc
muén 16n nhat cua Ngai 13 thdy vuong quéc
ciia Ngai hung thinh trén dat. Va trong khi xay
dung vuwong quéc chu yéu la cong viéc cua
Ngai, Ngai moi chiing ta hop tac voi Ngai bang
cach 1am nhitng gi Ngai yéu cau ching ta, bat
ké d6 c6 thé 1a gi.

Ké dén, vi biét Cha Ngai thuong x6t va quan
tam dén ching ta, nén Chla Giésu moi goi
ching ta xin Thién Chua cho “lwong thuc hang
ngay” (Mt 6,11). Ngai muén ching ta tin cay
Thién Chda ban cho ching ta banh nuéi séng
than x4c chung ta cling nhu banh tir troi xudng
dé cung cé tinh than ching ta.

Chua Giésu ciing biét 1ong thuong x6t sdu xa
cua Thién Chda danh cho ching ta, nén ngai
moi goi ching ta dn nan toi 16i mdi khi cu
nguyén (Mt 6,12). Va khi ching ta tha tha cho
nguoi khac, ching ta dang lam diéu Thién
Chuia da 1am cho ching ta. Khong nhiing thé,
chung ta con dang mang 1dy tam long nhan tir
cua Cha trén troi (6,12).

Cudi cung, khi ching ta cau xin Thién Chua
“gial cuu chung ta khoi sy di” (Mt 6,13),
ching ta thira nhan sic manh, quyén ning va
su chién thang toi 15i cua Ngai. Cang hiéu 18
that nay, ching ta cang nuong cidy noi Ngai
mai khi gap cam do.

HOom nay, hdy doc kinh Lay Cha cach cham
rai. Vi mdi 101 cau xin, hiy nghi xem no bay
t6 tAm long cua Thién Chia nhu thé nao. Pung
lo lang néu ban dang cau nguyén “dang cach”.
Hay hét long ngoi khen Thién Chua vi tinh yéu
thuong, long trac an va sy thuong xot vo tan
cua Ngai danh cho ban!

Lay Chua Giésu, xin cho 1di cau nguyén cua
con hdm nay dan con dén trai tim cua Chda
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