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Nguon: the word among us

Mc 1, 7-11 Mark 1:7-11

Ngai sé rira anh em bang Chia Thanh Than (Mc 1,8)
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If you were standing in line at the River Jordan
and heard John the Baptist say these words,
what would you have thought? Perhaps you
would have been confused—what did John
mean? But what if you had actually witnessed
Jesus coming out of the water, and “the Spirit,
like a dove, descending upon him” (Mark
1:10)? Then you might have understood that
Jesus was the One who was being baptized in
the Spirit and who would, in turn, baptize his
followers.

The word “baptize” in Greek means to
“immerse” or to “plunge.” As the Second
Person of the Trinity, Jesus was already united
with the Spirit. But this “plunging” at the
beginning of his ministry empowered him to
go out and preach, teach, and heal—and
eventually to fulfill his mission to offer his life
on the cross and reconcile us to his Father. As
he promised, after his resurrection, he would
send the Spirit to his disciples and all who
would believe in him (John 14:15-17).

That’s what happened to you at your Baptism,
even if you were too young to remember it.

Néu ban dang ding xép hang bén bd séng
Giodan va nghe Gioan tay gia néi nhitng 1oi
nay, ban s& nghi gi? C6 1& ban s& bdi rdi —
Gioan mudn néi gi? Nhung diéu gi s& xay ra
néu ban thyuc sy chiing kién Chla Giésu ra khoi
nuéc va “Thanh Than nhu chim bd ciu ngu
xudng trén Ngai” (Mc 1,10)? Khi d6 ban c6 thé
da hiéu rang Chia Giésu 1a Pang di dugc phép
rira trong Thanh Linh va 1a Dang s& lam phép
rira cho nhirng nguoi theo Ngai.

Tur “lam phép raa” trong tiéng Hy Lap c6
nghia 13 “ddm chim” hodc “nhing xudng”. La
Ng0i Hai trong Ba Ngoi, Chua Giésu da dugc
két hop vé6i Chlia Thanh Than. Nhung sy “dim
minh” nay khi bit dau chic vy di tiép thém
sac manh cho Ngai dé di rao giang, day dd va
chira lanh - va cubi ciing hoan thanh sir ménh
hién mang sdng minh trén thap tu gia va hoa
giai chiing ta véi Cha Ngai. Nhu Ngai da hia,
sau khi song lai, Ngai s& sai Thanh Linh dén
Vvéi cac mon dé va tat ca nhirng ai tin Ngai (Ga
14,15-17).

Do 1a diéu da xdy ra véi ban khi ban lanh Bi
tich Rwra toi, ngay ca khi ban con qué tré dé
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Chda Thanh Than ban sy séng cho chiing ta
nhu thé nao? Ngai lam cho chung ta tran ngap
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with joy and animates our prayer and worship.
He helps us see our sin and repent. He gives us
the strength and grace to be a disciple. And he
gives us the gifts we need to share the good
news.

Jesus said that God “does not ration his gift of
the Spirit” (John 3:34). God always has more
for us. There’s no limit to how many times you
can ask to be immersed into the life of the
Spirit. Today, on this feast celebrating the
Baptism of the Lord, ask the Holy Spirit to
once again plunge you more deeply into his
life. Pray expectantly, and believe that the One
who gives all good gifts—especially the gift of
the Spirit—will give you what you ask for!

“Holy Spirit, fill me with more of your life
today.”

niém vui va lam sinh dong 15i cau nguyén va
tho phuong cuaa ching ta. Ngai giup chung ta
nhin ra toi 16i cua minh va sém hdi. Ngai ban
cho ching ta sitcc manh va an sing dé tré thanh
moén dé. Va Ngai ban cho ching ta nhirng on
sung chdng ta can dé chia sé tin mung.

Chua Giésu n6i rang Thién Chla “khong han
ché an hué Théanh Linh cua Ngai” (Ga 3,34).
Chua luén ¢ nhiéu hon cho chung ta. Khong
6 gidi han vé sé 1an ban c6 thé yéu cau dugc
dam minh vao doi séng caa Thanh Linh. Hom
nay, trong ngay 1& Chiia Giésu Chiu Phép Rura,
hay cau xin Chta Thanh Than mét lan nita dim
ban sau hon vao doi sbng cua Ngai. Hay cau
nguyén va tin rang Dang ban moi an sung t6t
lanh - dac biét la an t& Thanh Linh - sé ban cho
ban diéu ban cau xin!

Lay Chda Thanh Than, hom nay hdy do day
cho con cudc song cua Chia nhiéu hon nira.

Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD.
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