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Thir Sau, 26-1-2024. Tuan 3 Thuong Nién. Nam B
Friday, January-26-2024. Year B

L& Nhé Thanh Timothé va Titd

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Friday (January 26): What the kingdom of
God is like

Scripture: Mark 4:26-34

26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a
man should scatter seed upon the ground, 27
and should sleep and rise night and day, and the
seed should sprout and grow, he knows not
how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.
29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in
the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30
And he said, "With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use
for it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed,
which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it
is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
33 With many such parables he spoke the word
to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he did
not speak to them without a parable, but
privately to his own disciples he explained
everything.

Thl'r Sau 26-1
giong nhw cai gi

Nuwde Thién Chua

Mc 4,26-34

26 Ngudi néi: "Chuyén Nudc Thién Chuaa thi
cling tua nhu chuyén mot ngudGi vai hat
giéng xudng dat..; Dém hay ngay, ngudi ay
c6 ngu hay thuc, thi hat giéng van ndy mam
va moc |én, bang cadch nao, thi ngudi dy
khong biét.2s Pat tu dong sinh ra hoa mau:
trudc hét cady lta moc Ién, rdi tré dong
dong, va sau cung thanh bong lGa nang triu
hat.29 LUa vura chin, ngudi day dem liém hai
ra gat, vi d@ dén mua."3o ROi Ngudi lai ndi:
"Ching ta vi Nudc Thién Chua vé@i cai gi
day? Lay du ngén nao ma hinh dung dugc?s1
Nudc Thién Chua giong nhu hat cai, lUc gieo
xubéng dat, no la loai hat nhd nhat trén mat
dat.s2 Nhung khi gieo ro6i, thi né moc Ién I&n
hon moi th& rau co, canh & xum xué, dén
ndi chim trdi co6 thé lam td dudi bong."ss
Ngudi dung nhiéu du ngon tudng tu ma rao
gidng I8i cho ho, tuy theo mdc ho cé thé
nghe.z4 Ngudi khdng bao giG rao gidng cho
ho ma khong dung du ngon. Nhung khi chi
c6 thay tro véi nhau, thi Ngudi gidi nghia
hét.

Meditation: What can mustard seeds teach us
about the kingdom of God? The tiny mustard
seed literally grew to be a tree which attracted
numerous birds because they loved the little
black mustard seed it produced. God's kingdom
works in a similar fashion. It starts from the
smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and

Suy niém: Nhitng hat cai day ching ta vé diéu
gi V& nuéc Thién Chia? Hat cai nho xiu that su
I6n 1én thanh mat cay, thu hat nhiéu chim chéc
boi vi chung thich hat cai nho mau den ma né
sinh san ra. Nudc Thién Chda hoat dong theo
mot cach thire twong tu. NO khai di tir nhitng can
nguyén nho bé nhat trong 1ong nhimg nguoi tiép
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women who are receptive to God's word. And it
works unseen and causes a transformation from
within. Just as a seed has no power to change
itself until it is planted in the ground, so we
cannot change our lives to be like God until
God gives us the power of his Holy Spirit.

The transforming power of the Word of God

The Lord of the Universe is ever ready to
transform us by the power of his Spirit. Are
you ready to let God change you by his life-
giving Word and Spirit? The kingdom of God
produces a transformation in those who
receive the new life which Jesus Christ offers.
When we yield to the Lord Jesus and allow
his word to take root in us, our lives are
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit
who dwells within us. Paul the Apostle
says, "we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, to show that the transcendent power
belongs to God and not to us™ (2 Corinthians
4:7). Do you believe in the transforming
power of the Holy Spirit?

The cross of Jesus is the Tree of Life

Peter Chrysologous (400-450 AD), an early
church father, explained how the " tree of the
cross™ spread its branches throughout the world
and grew into a worldwide community of faith
offering its fruit to the whole world:

It is up to us to sow this mustard seed in our
minds and let it grow within us into a great tree
of understanding reaching up to heaven and
elevating all our faculties; then it will spread
out branches of knowledge, the pungent savor
of its fruit will make our mouths burn, its fiery
kernel will kindle a blaze within us inflaming
our hearts, and the taste of it will dispel our
unenlightened repugnance. Yes, it is true: a
mustard seed is indeed an image of the
kingdom of God. Christ is the kingdom of
heaven. Sown like a mustard seed in the garden
of the virgin’s womb, he grew up into the tree

nhan 161 Chia. Va n6 hoat dong am tham va gay
ra sy bién doi tir bén trong. Giéng nhu hat cai
chéng c6 sirc manh nao dé thay d6i chinh né cho
t6i khi n6 dugc gieo xudng dat, chung ta ciing
khong thé thay d6i cudc sdng minh nén gidng
Thién Chuda cho téi khi Thién Chda ban cho
chiing ta sitc manh Thanh Than cua Ngudi.

Sirc mgnh bién déi ciia Loi Chia

Chuia hoan vii luén luén sin sang dé bién doi
ching ta boi quyén niang cua Than Khi. Ban
c6 sdn sang dé cho Thién Chua thay d6i ban
qua on sung va sitc manh cua Nguoi khong?
Nudc Thién Chia phat sinh su bién doi trong
nhitng ai dén nhan doi song mgi ma Buc
Giésu ban tang. Khi chdng ta suy phuc buc
Giésu Kitd, cudc séng cua chung ta dugc bién
d6i do quyén niang ctia Chla Thanh Than,
Pang ngu trong chung ta. Thanh Phaold tong
d6 noi rang: “Chiing téi chira dung kho tang
nay trong nhitng binh sanh, dé chimg té quyén
nang phi thwong phét xuat tr Thién Chia, chi
khéng phdi tir chiing t6i.” (2Cor 4,7). Ban c0
tin vao sac manh bién ddi cua Chda Thanh
Than khong?

Thdp gid Pirc Giésu la Cay Sw Séng

Peter Chrysologous (400-450 AD), mot gido
phu thoi so khai giai thich cach thuc “cay thap
gia” téa lan cac nhanh cuaa no ra khap thé gisi
va 16n Ién trong cong dong dirc tin hoan vil
dem lai hoa trai cua nd cho toan thé gioi nhu
sau:

NG tly thudc vao chung ta dé gieo hat cai nay
trong tam tri va dé nd 16n Ién trong chung ta
cay hiéu biét to Ion vuon 1én t6i troi nang cao
moi kha ning cua chdng ta; roi n6 sé toa rong
canh 1 hiéu biét, mui vi chua cay trai cua n6
s& lam cho miéng ching ta nong chéy, hat béc
lra cua nd sé& thap 1én ngon hira d6t chay tam
hon ching ta, va vi ciia nd s& xua tan su xung
khic tam téi cua chdng ta. Phai, d6 1a sy that:
hat cai chinh 1a hinh anh vwong quéc cua
Thién Chua. Puc Kité 1a vuwong qubc cua
Thién dang. Pugc gieo xudng nhu hat cai
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of the cross whose branches stretch across the
world. Crushed in the mortar of the passion, its
fruit has produced seasoning enough for the
flavoring and preservation of every living
creature with which it comes in contact. As
long as a mustard seed remains intact, its
properties lie dormant; but when it is crushed
they are exceedingly evident. So it was with
Christ; he chose to have his body crushed,
because he would not have his power
concealed....

Christ became all things in order to restore all
of us in himself. The man Christ received the
mustard seed which represents the kingdom of
God; as man he received it, though as God he
had always possessed it. He sowed it in his
garden, that is in his bride, the Church. The
Church is a garden extending over the whole
world, tilled by the plough of the gospel, fenced
in by stakes of doctrine and discipline, cleared
of every harmful weed by the labor of the
apostles, fragrant and lovely with perennial
flowers: virgins’ lilies and martyrs’ roses set
amid the pleasant verdure of all who bear
witness to Christ and the tender plants of all
who have faith in him. Such then is the mustard
seed which Christ sowed in his garden. When
he promised a kingdom to the patriarchs, the
seed took root in them; with the prophets it
sprang up; with the apostles it grew tall; in the
Church it became a great tree putting forth
innumerable branches laden with gifts. And
now you too must take the wings of the
psalmist’s dove, gleaming gold in the rays of
divine sunlight, and fly to rest for ever among
those sturdy, fruitful branches. No snares are
set to trap you there; fly off, then, with
confidence and dwell securely in its
shelter. (SERMON 98)

Do you allow the seed of God's word to take
deep root in your life and transform you into a
fruit-bearing disciple of Jesus Christ?

"Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and

trong vuon bung da cta nguai trinh nir, Nguoi
Ion [én trong céy thap gid, nhanh cta nd lan
toa khip thé gioi. Bi nghién néat trong céi da
cua kho hinh, hoa tréi ciia n6 phét sinh hwong
Vi va su bao quan dtng mua cho moi sinh vat
ma nd lién két. Bao lau hat cai con nguyén
ven, cac tai nguyén cua né van khong hoat
dong, nhung khi n6 bi nghién nat chiing s& boc
phat mot cach nhanh chong va rd rang. Do
chinh 1a B¢ Kitd, Nguoi di dé than minh bj
ngudi ta nghién nat, bai vi Nguoi khong dé
cho quyén nang cua minh bj che day...

buc Kitd trd nén moi su dé phuc hdi tat ca
ching ta trong Nguoi. Con ngudi ma buc Kitd
don nhan hat cai thé hién vuong quéc cua Thién
Chua; la con nguoi Puc Kité da don nhan nd,
mac du la Thién Chua Ngudi ludn c6 nd. Nguoi
gieo nd trong vuon cia minh, 1a hién thé cua
Nguoi la Gido hoi. Giao hoi la manh vuon lan
rong khip thé gioi, duoc cay xéi boi cai cay cua
Tin mung, dwoc rao dau boi céc coc tin didu va
ky luat, dugc lam sach moi tha co tai hai bai
cong sirc cua cac tong do, thom tho va dang yéu
vai cac loai hoa quanh nam: hoa lili trinh n,
hoa hdng tir dao nam giira long nhiét thanh dé
chiu caa nhitng chimg nhan cho Puc Kitd va
nhitng cdy manh dé cua nhiing ai dat niém tin
noi Nguoi. Tat ca diéu d6 1a hat cai ma Puc Kito
da gieo trong vuon cia minh. Khi Nguoi hira
vuong qudc cho cac to phy, hat giéng da bén ré
trong ho; vai cac ngbn sa né moc Ién; vai cac
tong dd no6 16n manh; trong Giéo hoi né tré nén
mot cay 1on vuon ra vo s6 nhanh nang triu véi
nhitng &n sung. Va gio day, ban cling phai dung
d6i canh bd cau cua tac gia thanh vinh, nhu vang
I6ng lanh trong tia nang than linh, va bay dén
chd nghi ngoi doi doi giita nhitng nhanh cung
cap va sai trai cua ching. Khong cé biy giing
bit ban noi d6; cir manh dan bay nhay va nghi
yén trong t6 cua né (Bai giang 98).

Ban c6 dé cho hat gidng cua loi Chia bén ré
sau trong cudc doi ban va bién d6i ban thanh
nguoi mon dé sinh hoa trai cua Buc Giésu
Kitd khong?

Lay Chla Giésu, xin lap day long con Thanh
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transform me into the Christ-like holiness you
desire. Increase my zeal for your kingdom and
instill in me a holy desire to live for your
greater glory."

Than cua Chia va bién doi con trong su thanh
thién nhu Dtc Kitd ma Chia mong udc. Xin
gia ting long nhiét thanh cua con cho nudc
Chua va khoi day trong con long khao khét
thanh thién dé séng cho vinh quang 16n lao
cua Chua hon.

Thir Sau, 26-1-2024. Tuan 3 Thwong Nién. Nim B
Friday, January-26-2024. Year B
Nguon: the word among us

2Tim1, 1-8 2 Timothy 1:1-8

Dwa vao sitc manh ciia Thién Chua, anh hiy dong lao cong kho véi toi dé loan bao Tin

Mirng (2 Tim 1,8)

Today we celebrate the memorial of two
faithful servants of the gospel: Sts. Timothy
and Titus. Paul wrote affectionately about both
men, and he seems to have relied heavily on
them in his work of establishing the new
Christian communities.

Timothy, born to a Gentile father and Jewish
mother, accompanied Paul on many of his
travels and became the first bishop of Ephesus.
Titus came from a Gentile family and also
traveled extensively with Paul. He joined Paul
at the apostolic council in Jerusalem, where it
was agreed that Gentiles would not need to
follow the whole of the Mosaic law. Paul also
sent Titus on the important mission of
addressing the problems in the community at
Corinth (Titus 1:4). Titus was later named
bishop of Crete.

Paul, the tireless apostle, trusted these two
spiritual sons of his to take on responsibilities
that were arduous and sometimes complex.
They seem to have been men of great skill who
gave of themselves generously to the Lord.

HO6m nay ching ta cir hanh 1& nhé hai toi to
trung thanh caa Tin Mung: Thanh Timothé va
Titd. Phaold da viét mot cach triu mén vé ca
hai ngudi, va duong nhu 6ng da dya rat nhiéu
vao ho trong céng viéc thanh lap cac cong
dong tin hiru mai.

Tim6thé, sinh ra véi cha la nguoi ngoai va me
1a ngudi Do Théi, da dong hanh cing Phaold
trong nhiéu chuyén hanh trinh cua éng va tro
thanh giam muc dau tién caa Ephésd. Titd xuat
than tir mot gia dinh ngoai bang va ciing di du
hanh nhiéu noi véi Phaold. Ong clng Vi
Phaold tham du hoi dong cac tong d6 o
Giérusalem, noi ngudi ta dong y rang nguoi
ngoai s& khdng can phai tuan theo toan bo luat
phap Madisen. Phaolé ciling ctr Titd di thyc hién
st ménh quan trong la giai quyét cac van dé
trong cong dong Corintd (Tit 1,4). Titd sau d6
dugc bd nhiém 1am giam muc caa Crete.

Phaold, vi tdng d6 khdng biét mét moi, da tin
tuong giao pho cho hai nguoi con thiéng liéng
nay dam nhan nhiing trach nhi¢m kho khan va
doi khi phuc tap. Ho duong nhu la nhitng
ngudi ¢6 ky ning tuyét voi, da dang hién ban
than mét cach quang dai cho Chua.
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How can we, like Timothy and Titus, respond
generously to the Lord? In today’s first
reading, Paul tells Timothy to “stir into flame
the gift of God” (2 Timothy 1:6). When we
take the time to recall how God has loved us, it
stirs up our love for him. Then we want to
return that love by serving him generously.

Paul also tells Timothy, “Bear your share of
hardship . . . with the strength that comes from
God” (2 Timothy 1:8). Rather than “grin and
bear it,” God invites us to rely on him for the
strength to endure the trials in our lives. So ask
the Lord for grace today for the specific
concern or battle that you are facing. Imagine
him infusing you with everything you need to
face it confidently.

Like Timothy and Titus, you have an important
part to play in the Church. So recall God’s
goodness and receive his strength today. That
way, whatever God is asking of you, you’ll be
equipped to respond generously.

“Thank you, Lord, for strengthening me and
leading me in service to others and to the
Church.”

Lam thé ndo ching ta c6 thé, gidng nhu
Timothé va Tito, dap lai Chla cach quang dai?
Trong bai doc mot hém nay, Thanh Phaold bao
Tim6thé “hay khoi day an sung cua Thién
Chua” (2Tim 1,6). Khi chdng ta danh thoi gian
dé nhé lai Chta d3 yéu thuong chung ta nhu
thé nao, diéu d6 khoi day tinh yéu cua ching ta
danh cho Ngai. Réi ching ta muén dap lai tinh
yéu d6 bang cach phuc vu Ngai mot céach
quang dai.

Phaol6 ciing noi vai Timothé: “Hay chiu dung
su kho khin... bang sac manh caa Thién
Chua” (2Tim 1,8). Thay vi “nhan mat va chiu
dung”, Thién Chua moi goi ching ta nwong tua
vao Ngai dé c¢6 sic manh chiu dung nhiing thir
thach trong cudc doi. Vi vay, hay cau xin Chua
ban &n sang ngay hém nay cho médi quan tam
hodc tran chién cu thé ma ban dang phai dbi
mat. Hiy tuong twong anh y truyén cho ban
moi thir ban can dé ty tin d6i mat véi no.

Gidng nhu Tim6thé va Titd, ban c6 vai trd
quan trong trong Gido hoi. Vi thé hay nho lai
long nhan lanh cia Chua va nhan lay sac manh
cua Ngai ngay hdm nay. Bang cach do, bat cir
diéu gi Chla yéu cau ban, ban s& dugc trang bi
dé dap tng mot cach quang dai.

Lay Chua, con cam on Chta vi da thém suc
cho con va dan dat con phuc vu nguoi khac va
Giao hoi.

Mark 4:26-34

Mc 4, 26-34 Nwéc Thién Chia giéng nhw hat cai moc 1én thanh cay Ién nhat (Mc 4,30-32)

Why did Jesus use a mustard seed as an
analogy for the kingdom of God? Perhaps
because he knew that God often works by
planting a tiny seed of an idea in our hearts,
which then grows into something big through
the action of the Holy Spirit.

Tai sao Chua Giésu lai dung hat cai lam phép
so sanh cho vuong qudc cua Thién Chua? Co
I& boi vi Ngai biét ring Thién Chta thuong
lam viéc bang cach gieo mét hat gidng nho cua
Mot y tudng trong long ching ta, sau do nd sé
phét trién thanh mot diéu gi d6 1on lao nho tac
dong caa Chlia Thanh Than.
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The life of St. John Bosco provides an example
of how a tiny mustard seed of an aspiration can
grow into a large plant. The “seed” planted by
this nineteenth-century priest was an idea to
provide spiritual and practical help to the
poorest, most disadvantaged boys in his
hometown of Turin, Italy. Bosco’s work in that
city multiplied to other areas, and eventually
into the establishment of the Salesian religious
order. These brothers and priests, along with a
congregation of Salesian sisters, still devote
themselves to the care and teaching of young
people throughout the whole world.

Here’s another, more recent example. In April
2020, a ninety-nine-year-old British World
War Il veteran, Captain Tom Moore, decided
to raise money for the National Health System
as a way to support the many people falling ill
with COVID-19. His modest goal was to raise
$1,250 before his one-hundredth birthday—a
few weeks away—by walking one hundred
laps in his garden with his walker. But as word
spread about this remarkable gentleman, his
tiny seed of an idea grew way beyond his
expectations. Eventually, 1.5 million people
donated to his cause, raising over $40 million!

Perhaps Jesus has planted a tiny mustard seed
in your heart or in the heart of someone you
know and trust. If so, as you bring the idea to
prayer, consider what the next step might be. Is
there some small action you can do to start
things off? As you follow the lead of the Holy
Spirit, you might be surprised to see this little
seed grow. You might even witness something
amazing happen from that tiny seed of faith!

“Jesus, help me be open to the ideas you plant
in my heart.”

Cudc doi cua Thanh Gioan Bosco la mot vi du
vé cach mot hat cai nho cua mot khat vong c6
thé phat trién thanh mot cay lon. “Hat gidng”
do vi Linh muc & thé ky 19 nay gieo trong la
mot ¥ twong nham gitp d& vé mat tinh than va
thuc té cho nhing tré em nghéo nhat, c6 hoan
canh kho khin nhat & lang Turin, nuéc VY.
Cong viéc cua Bosco ¢ thanh phé d6 nhan rong
ra cac khu vuc khéc, va cudi ciing 1a thanh lap
dong tu Salédiéng. Nhitng anh chi em va Linh
muc nay, cung voi moét hoi Dong chi em
Salédiéng, van cbng hién hét minh cho viéc
cham séc va day dé nhiing nguoi tré trén toan
thé gisi.

Pay 1a mot vi du khac gan day hon. Vao thang
4 nam 2020, mot cyu chién binh 90 tu6i nguoi
Anh trong Chién tranh Thé gigi thi hai, Dai Oy
Tom Moore, di quyét dinh quyén tién cho Hé
théng Y t& Qudc gia nhu mot cach dé hd trg
nhiéu ngudi bi bénh do COVID-19. Muyc tiéu
khiém ton cua anh 4y 1a gay quy 1.250 d6 la
trugc sinh nhat 1an thi 100 caa minh sau vai
tuan nira, bang cach di bo mot traim vong trong
vuon véi chiéc xe tap di ciia minh. Nhung khi
nhidu tin ddn vé nguoi dang chi ¥ nay, hat
gidng ¥ tudng nho bé cua 6ng da 16n 1én ngoai
su mong doi. Cudi cung, 1 triéu rudi ngudi da
quyén gop cho muc dich cta 6ng, thu dugc hon
40 triéu do la!

Co 1€ Chua Giésu da gieo mot hat cai nho vao
tam hon caa ban hoidc trong tdm hon caa mot
ngudi ma ban biét va tin cay. Néu vay, khi ban
mang ¥ tuong dén cau nguyén, hdy xét xem
budc tiép theo ¢ thé 1a gi. C6 hanh dong nho
nao ban co thé lam dé bat dau moi tha khong?
Khi di theo sy dan dit caa Chda Thanh Than,
ban c6 thé ngac nhién khi thay hat giéng nho
bé nay 16n I&n. Ban tham chi cd thé ching kién
diéu gi d6 dang kinh ngac xay ra tir hat giéng
duc tin nho bé do!

Lay Chla Giésu, xin giup con mg long trudc
nhizng y twong ma Chda muon gieo vao long

St Sy St Sy S Sy B 0 0 5y S By

e
e
e
L
<0
L
L
L
%
(.
%
e
&y
L
By
L
%
L0
:%i'@
@

7



HHSHBHHHHHHHHHHHHAS

b o
%%« Chuyén ngit: Linh muc Phaolé Vii Bic Thanh, SDD %%%@
g@ : L . . ;gi?
Z <

?J ?‘,(ﬁ
£ L2 (

By 5
=0 ;%3
%« %é%.@

s =
= =
g =
e H
@’g @,R
& e
g G
e i
y g

=4 =6

&,

o=
L o
U= = Q= G == Q= = Q= G = = = G = G = G = = = =
Ro Bty e B By By Ry R By Ry Bp R By R By Ry Bp R



