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Nguon: the word among us

1 Sm 17,,32-33. 37.40-51
Chiéen dau la viéc caa Choa (1Sm 17,47)

1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51

When we are face-to-face with adversity, it can
fill our entire field of vision. It’s like looking
through binoculars at an object right in front of
us; all we can see is the problem. That’s one
way we can explain the anxiety of Saul and his
army as they faced Goliath and the Philistines.

By contrast, David’s greatest gift was not his
skill with a sling but the grace of a godly
perspective, the ability to see the big picture.
All Saul and his men could see was the giant
Goliath, and that filled them with dread. David,
on the other hand, saw the whole landscape,
both heavenly and earthly, and that’s what
filled him with courage and indignation (1
Samuel 17:45). Because he could see beyond
the size and prowess—and arrogance—of
Goliath, he was unfazed. There was no
question in his mind who would prevail.

How can you muster the courage of David
when you are facing some kind of Goliath? By
remembering that the Lord who stood with the
armies of Israel is the same Lord who is
standing right beside you! He is with you as
your fortress, your stronghold, your deliverer,
and your shield (Psalm 144:2).

As you recall the truths of God’s unwavering
presence, you can take heart and proclaim in

Khi ching ta d6i mat véi nghich canh, nghich
canh c6 thé 1ap day toan bo tam nhin caa ching
ta. N6 gidng nhu nhin qua 6ng nhom vao mot
vat thé ngay truéc mat chung ta; tat ca nhiing
gi ching ta c6 thé thay la van dé. P6 1a mot
cach ching ta c6 thé giai thich sy lo ling cua
Saolé va quan doi caa 6ng khi ho d6i mit voi
Goliat va quan Phi-li-tin.

Nguoc lai, kha nang 16n nhét cua Pavit khong
phai 13 ki ning ném da ma 13 an sing vé mot
quan diém tin kinh, kha nang nhin thdy buc
tranh toan canh. T4t ca nhiing gi Saolé va
ngudi ctia ng co thé nhin thiy 1a ga khong 15
Goliat, va diéu d6 khién ho sg hai. Mat khac,
Pavit da nhin thay toan bo khung canh, ca trén
troi 1an dudi dat, va do 1a diéu khién éng co
long can dam va phan né (1Sm 17,45). Béi vi
anh ta c6 thé nhin xa hon tam vdc, sic manh -
va su kiéu ngao - cua G6liat, nén anh ta khong
hé bdi rbi. Trong dau anh khong c6 cau hoi ai
sé& thiang thé.

Lam thé nao ban c6 thé huy dong duoc long
can dam cia Pavit khi d6i mat véi mot loai
GoOliat nao d6? Bang cach nhé rang Chua,
Péang di dung cung quan doi cua lsrael, ciing
chinh la Chta dang ding ngay bén canh ban!
Ngai & bén ban nhu phao dai, don liy, Pang
giai ciru va tim khién cua ban (Tv 144,2).

Khi nh¢ lai nhiing sy that vé sy hién dién
khong ngung nghi caa Thién Chula, ban c6 thé
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faith: “This battle is not only mine. It also
belongs to the Lord. I don’t have to tackle it all
on my own.” And if you feel you are lacking in
confidence, you can ask the Holy Spirit to give
you the same gift of perspective that this
shepherd boy had when he confronted that
giant.

Your heavenly Father knows every hair on
your head. He knows what you need, even
better than you do, and will never fail to
provide for you. It’s these truths of who God is
that stand at the heart of the heavenly
perspective. Even if you don’t see a dramatic
victory unfold in that moment, you can be
assured that God is at work nonetheless—
simply because of who he is.

So take courage today as you keep the big
picture in view—the guiding and protecting
love of God—in every situation!

“Lord, help me to hand over my battles to you,
who are always at my side.”

can dam va tuyén bd trong dirc tin: “Tran chién
nay khong chi caa riéng téi. N6 ciing thudc vé
Chua. T6i khéng phai tw minh giai quyét moi
viéc.” Va néu ban cam thdy minh thiéu ty tin,
ban c6 thé cau xin Chda Thanh Than ban cho
ban cing mét on sang vé quan diém ma cau bé
chan ctru nay da co khi déi dau véi ga khong 16
do.

Cha trén troi cua ban biét rd tung soi toc trén
dau ban. Ngai biét ban can gi, tham chi con rd
hon ban, va s& khong bao gio that bai trong
viéc chu cap cho ban. Chinh nhiing I& that nay
vé viéc Thién Chda la ai 1a trong tam cua vién
canh thién dang. Ngay ca khi ban khéng nhin
thay maot chién thiang kich tinh dién ra trong
thoi diém do, ban c6 thé yén tdm ring du sao
thi Chua ciing dang hanh dong - don gian vi
Ngai la ai.

Vi vay, hdy can dam ngay hém nay khi ban
nhin thay dugc buc tranh toan canh - tinh yéu
huéng dan va bao vé cua Chua - trong moi tinh
hubng!

Lay Chua, xin giup con giao phd nhiing tran
chién cua minh cho Chuia, Chda ludn & bén
canh con.

Mc 3, 1-6 Mark 3:1-6

Ho lién héi hgp... dé tim cach giét Ngai (Mc 3,6)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus heals a man with a
withered hand while his opponents—some
Pharisees and Herodians—condemn him for
violating the Sabbath. Instead of glorifying
God and rejoicing at the man’s restoration,
they “immediately took counsel” to put Jesus
to death (Mark 3:6). What a strange reaction to
a healing!

This story of God’s healing power and human

Trong Tin mung hém nay, Chla Giésu chita
lanh mot nguoi vai canh tay kho bai trong khi
cac ddi thu caa anh ta - mot s6 nguoi Phariséu
va nguoi Hérodé - 1én &n Ngai vi vi pham ngay
Sabat. Thay vi ton vinh Thién Choa va vui
mung trudc sy phuc hoi cua con nguoi, ho “lap
tic hoi hop” dé dua Chua Giésu vao chd chét
(Mc 3,6). That 1a mot phan wng ky la ddi voi
mot su chira lanh!

Cau chuyén vé quyén niang chira lanh cua
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resistance to him holds many lessons for us.

First, we can see ourselves in the man with the
withered hand. He was probably limited in his
ability to take care of himself or provide for his
family. Mark doesn’t indicate whether he had
injured his hand or if he was born with that
limitation. Perhaps he blamed God for his
condition. Similarly, we may have parts of us
that are symbolically “withered” or out of
shape and keep us from functioning as we
ought. Jesus wants to heal and restore us so
that we can live as God intends for us.

Second, we should pay attention to the
Pharisees and Herodians. Even worse than the
man’s condition, you might say that they
suffered from “withered hearts.” The long-
awaited Messiah stood right before them, yet
all they could see was someone who violated
their regulations. Their assumptions about the
Sabbath made them indifferent to the man’s
suffering. Even worse, they placed conditions
on God and rejected Jesus’ attempts to soften
their hearts.

Nobody’s heart gets withered overnight. Like
these men, we also can resist God’s ways and
slowly close ourselves off to God. Through
lack of contact with the Lord and by listening
only to our own desires and to worldly
philosophies, we allow our hearts to grow
calloused and cold. We can even do all the
“right” things and yet wither away inside. Our
hardened hearts distort our empathy for people
who are suffering and move us to reject God’s
efforts to heal them—and us.

Thién Chia va sy khang cu cia con ngudi doi
véi Ngai chira dung nhiéu bai hoc cho ching
ta.

Dau tién, chdng ta c6 thé nhin thiy chinh minh
trong ngudi ¢ ban tay khd bai. Anh 4y ¢ 18 bj
han ché vé kha niang tu chdm soc ban than hoic
chu cép cho gia dinh. Méaccd khong cho biét
liéu anh ta co bi thwong ¢ tay hay khong hay
anh ta sinh ra véi gidi han d6. Co6 1€ anh ta da
d6 15i cho Thién Chda vé tinh trang cua minh.
Tuong ty nhu vay, ching ta c6 thé ¢ cac bo
phan cua ching ta bj “khé héo” hoic mat hinh
dang mot cach tuong trung va khién ching ta
khong thé hoat dong nhu binh thuong. Chla
Giésu mubn chita lanh va phuc hoi chung ta dé
ching ta c6 thé song nhu Thién Chua du dinh
cho chung ta.

Thir hai, ching ta nén chi ¥ dén nhitng nguoi
Phariséu va Hérode. Tham chi con toi t& hon
tinh trang cua ngudi bai tay, ban c6 thé noi
rang ho bi dau khé vi “trai tim kho héo”. Bang
Mésia dugc mong doi tir lau da dung ngay
truéc mat ho, nhung tat ca nhitng gi ho c6 thé
thiy 1a ai d6 da vi pham quy dinh caa ho.
Nhiing gia dinh cua ho vé ngay Sabat khién ho
thd o véi sy dau khd cua con ngudi. Té hon
nita, ho dat didu kién cho Thién Chla va tur
chéi nhitng nd luc lam mém long ho cua Chua
Giésu.

Khéng c6 trai tim nao khd héo chi sau mot
dém. Giéng nhu nhitng nguoi ndy, ching ta
cling ¢6 thé chdng lai duong 16i cua Thién
Chua va tur tr khép minh lai véi Thién Chaa.
Do khéng dugc tiép xdc véi Chia va chi ling
nghe nhitng ham muén cua ban than va nhiing
triét ly thé gian, chiing ta dé cho long minh tro
nén chai da va lanh lung. Chung ta tham chi c6
thé lam tat ca nhitng diéu “ding dan” nhung
bén trong lai héo mon. Trai tim chai da cua
chang ta bop méo sy dong cam cua ching ta
dbi véi nhimg nguoi dang dau khd va khién
chang ta tir chdi nhitng nd lyc cua Thién Chia
dé chira lanh ho - va ca ching ta.
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