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word the rock and foundation of our lives, then
nothing can shake us nor keep us from God's
presence and protection. Is the Lord Jesus and
his word the one sure foundation of your life?

"Lord Jesus, you are the only foundation that
can hold us up when trials and disaster threaten
us. Give me the wisdom, foresight, and strength
of character | need to do what is right and good
and to reject whatever is false and contrary to
your will. May | be a doer of your word and not
a hearer only."

mong cho cudc doi minh, thi khong co gi c6 thé
lay dong chdng ta khoi sy hién dién va sy bao
vé cua Thién Chda. Chla Giésu va loi cua
Ngudoi ¢6 phai 1a nén méng chic chan cho cudc
doi ban khong?

Lay Chla Giésu, Chta 1a Ba tang duy nhat cd thé
gin gitr ching con khi céc tha thach va tai hoa de
doa ching con. Xin ban cho con su khén ngoan,
tam nhin xa, va stc manh y chi can thiét dé con
thuc hién nhimg gi dang va tét va loai bo nhiing
gi sai va tréi voi y Chia. Xin cho con thanh nguoi
thuc hién loi Chda ché khong chi nghe sudng.

Thir Niim, 7-12-2023. Tuan 1 Mia Veong - Nim B

Thursday, December-7-2023.

15t Week of Advent. Year B

Mt 7, 21. 24-27 Matthew 7:21, 24-2’7

Ai nghe loi Ta va dem ra thuc hanh sé giong nhw ngwoi khon ngoan xay nha trén da (Mt
7,24)

Earthquakes, hurricanes, mudslides, and | Pong dat, bdo, 16 dat va chay rung. Tat ca

wildfires. We’ve all seen images of such
extreme weather events. And while not all of
us have had firsthand experience of such
disasters, we’ve all had to endure the inevitable
“storms” of life. Difficulties like chronic
illness, unemployment, complicated family
relationships, and addictions can surely feel
like a torrential downpour or an overpowering
wind. We might even find ourselves asking,
Where is Jesus in all of this?

But if we have built our lives on Jesus, then he
is our solid foundation. So even if we don’t
feel his presence amid the turbulence and
uncertainty, we need to do as he says in today’s
Gospel—we need to listen to his words and act

on them (Matthew 7:24). That’s true before a

chung ta déu da tirng nhin thay nhiing hinh anh
vé nhitng hién tuogng thoi tiét cuc doan nhu
vay. Va tuy khéng phai ai trong chiing ta ciing
ting truc tiép trai qua nhitng tham hoa nhu vay
nhung tat ci chang ta déu phai chiu dung
nhitng “con bdo” khong thé tranh khoi cua
cudc doi. Nhirng kho khan nhu bénh tat kinh
nién, that nghiép, mdi lién hé gia dinh phuc tap
va chiing nghién ngap chic chan c6 thé giéng
nhu mot train mua x6i xa hoic mot con gi6
manh. Tham chi chdng ta c6 thé ty hoi: Chia
Giésu ¢ dau trong tat ca nhitng diéu nay?

Nhung néu ching ta xay dung cudc doi minh
trén Chua Giésu thi Ngai la nén tang vitng chac
cua chung ta. Vi vay, ngay ca khi ching ta
khéng cam nhan duoc su hién dién cua Ngai
gitta su hon loan va bat 6n, chlng ta can lam
nhu Ngai noi trong bai Tin Mung hém nay —
ching ta can ling nghe loi Ngai va hanh dong
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storm hits, but it’s also important when we are
right in the middle of one.

One of the best ways to put Jesus’ advice into
practice when we are experiencing trials is to
spend more time in prayer. No doubt, it’s
harder to pray when we are anxious and
discouraged. But as we sit with the Lord and
persevere, he may point us to a word in
Scripture that we can hold onto. He may gently
show us areas in our lives that need to change.
He may also shift our perspective on a
particular issue, increasing our ability to handle
it more peacefully. In all these ways, we are
listening to the Lord’s words and then acting
on them.

Jesus assures us that we will not collapse amid
storms if we have set ourselves solidly on the
rock of his love and mercy. So when these
storms of life threaten to overtake you, try to
regain your footing. Allow the Lord to remind
you that you have built your foundation on
him, your rock and safety. He is full of mercy
and compassion; he knows full well your
situation. So turn to him, and feel the stable
ground of his love beneath your feet.

“Lord Jesus, you are the rock of my salvation!
Help me to cling to you in every storm.”

theo (Mt 7,24). Biéu do ding trude khi con
bdo ap dén, nhung n6é cling quan trong khi
chung ta dang ¢ gitra con bao.

Mot trong nhirng céch tét nhat dé &p dung loi
khuyén cua Chua Giésu khi ching ta gap tha
thach 1a danh nhiéu thoi gian hon dé cau
nguyén. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, viéc cau
nguyén s& khé khin hon khi ching ta lo ling
va chan nan. Nhung khi ching ta ngdi VGi
Chua va kién tri, Ngai cd thé chi cho ching ta
moét 1oi trong Kinh Thanh ma ching ta c6 thé
nam gitt. Ngai cd thé nhe nhang chi cho ching
ta thay nhiing linh vyc ndo trong cudc song can
phai thay ddi. Ngai ciing c6 thé thay d6i quan
diém cua ching ta vé mot van dé cu thé, ting
kha nang giai quyét van dé d6 mot cach té nhi
hon. Bang tat ca nhitng cach nay, ching ta
dang 1ang nghe 16i Chtia va sau d6 hanh dong
theo nhiing loi do.

Chua Giésu bao dam véi ching ta rang ching
ta s& khdng guc nga giita gidng b&o néu ching
ta dat minh viing chac trén tang da tinh yéu va
long thuong x6t cua Ngai. Vi vay, khi nhitng
con bio cudc doi nay de doa ap dén véi ban,
hay cb gang lay lai thang bang. Hiy dé Chla
nhac nhé ban rang ban da xay dung nén tang
cua minh trén Ngai, trén tang da va sy an toan
cua ban. Ngai day long thuong xot va tric an;
Ngai biét rd hoan canh cua ban. Vi vay, hay
huéng vé Ngai va cam nhan nén tang viing
chic cua tinh yéu Ngai dudi chan ban.

Lay Chua Giésu, Chula la tang da ctru do cua
con! Xin giGp con bdm vao Chuda trong moi
con bao to.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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