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Thir Hai, 4-12-2023. Tuan 1 Moa Vong - Niim B

Monday, December-4-2023.

15t Week of Advent. Year B

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Monday (December 4): **Many will sit at table
in the kingdom of heaven™

Gospel Reading: Matthew 8:5-11

5 As he entered Capernaum, a centurion came
forward to him, begging him 6 and saying,
"Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home,
in terrible distress." 7 And he said to him, "I
will come and heal him." 8 But the centurion
answered him, "Lord, I am not worthy to have
you come under my roof; but only say the word,
and my servant will be healed. 9 For | am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me; and |
say to one, "Go," and he goes, and to another,
“Come," and he comes, and to my slave, "Do
this," and he does it." 10 When Jesus heard him,
he marveled, and said to those who followed
him, "Truly, | say to you, not even in Israel
have | found such faith. 11 | tell you, many will
come from east and west and sit at table with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven

Thir Hai ~ 4-12 Nhiéu ngudi sé
den du tiéc trong nwéc Thién Chua

Mt 8,5-11

s Khi Bdc Gié-su vao thanh Ca-phac-na-um,
c6 mot vién dai doi trudng dén gap Ngudi va
nai xin:¢ "Thua Ngai, tén day té cua toéi bi té
bai nam liét & nha, dau dén 1dm."; Ngudi noi:
"Chinh t6i s& dén chitra nd." Vién dai doi
trudng dap:s "Thua Ngai, téi chdng dang Ngai
vao nha t6i, nhung xin Ngai chi néi mot I15i la
day td toi dudc khoi bénh.g Vi toi day, tuy dudi
quyén ké khac, t6i cling cd linh trang dudi
quyén toi. T6i bao ngudi nay: "bi! ", la nd di,
bdo ngudi kia: "Pén! ", la n6 dén, va bao
ngudi nd |é cua toi: "Lam cai nay! ", 1a né
lam."10 Nghe vay, Bldc Gié-su ngac nhién va
néi vdi nhitng ké theo Ngudi rdng: "Toi bao
that cac 6ng: toi khong thdy mot ngusi it-ra-
en nao cd long tin nhu thé.;; T6i nodi cho cac
ong hay: TU phuong dong phuadng tay, nhiéu
ngudi s& dén du tiéc cung cac td phu Ap-ra-
ham, I-xa-ac va Gia-cop trong Nudc Trai.

Meditation: Are you ready to feast at the
Lord's banquet table? God's gracious invitation
extends to all - Jew and Gentile alike - who will
turn to him with faith and obedience. Jesus used
many images or pictures to convey what the
kingdom of God is like. One such image is a
great banquet feast given at the King's table
(Matthew 8:11 and Luke 13:29). Jesus
promised that everyone who believed in him
would come and feast at the heavenly banquet
table of his Father. Jesus told this parable in
response to the dramatic request made by a
Roman centurion, a person despised by many

Suy niém: Ban c6 san sang dén dy ban tiéc cua
Chua khong? Loi moi goi tt lanh cua Thién
Chda danh cho tit ca moi ngudi - Dothai ciing
nhu dan ngoai - nhitng ké quay vé Ngudi voi
Iong tin va su vang phuc. Buc Giésu st dung
nhiéu hinh anh & dién ta vuong qudc Thién
Chua giéng nhu cai gi. M6t hinh anh nhu thé 1a
bira tiéc 16n caa nha Vua (Mt 8,11 va Lc 13,29).
Puc Giésu hira rang nhimg ai tin vao Nguoi &
dén duy ban tiéc nuoc troi caa Cha Nguoi. Puc
Giésu noi du ngdn nay dé tra 1oi cho 1oi thinh
cau tha thiét cua vién si quan Lama, mot nguoi
bi nhiéu nguoi khinh miét, boi vi dng ta khong
phai 1a nguoi Dothdi, 1a dan ngoai, khdng phai
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because he was an outsider, not one of the
"chosen ones" of Israel. In Jesus' time the Jews
hated the Romans because they represented
everything they stood against - including
foreign domination and pagan beliefs and
practices.

The power to command with trust and respect

Why did Jesus not only warmly receive a
Roman centurion but praise him as a model of
faith and confidence in God? In the Roman
world the position of centurion was very
important. He was an officer in charge of a
hundred soldiers. In a certain sense, he was the
backbone of the Roman army, the cement
which held the army together. Polybius, an
ancient writer, describes what a centurion
should be: "They must not be so much
venturesome seekers after danger as men who
can command, steady in action, and reliable;
they ought not to be over-anxious to rush into
the fight, but when hard pressed, they must be
ready to hold their ground, and die at their
posts."

Faith in Jesus’ authority and power to heal

The centurion who approached Jesus was not
only courageous, but faith-filled as well. He
risked the ridicule of his cronies as well as
mockery from the Jews by seeking help from a
traveling preacher from Galilee. Nonetheless,
the centurion approached Jesus with great
confidence and humility. He was an
extraordinary man because he loved his slave.
In the Roman world slaves were treated like
animals - something to be used for work and
pleasure and for bartering and trade. This
centurion was a man of great compassion and
extraordinary faith. He wanted Jesus to heal his
beloved slave. Jesus commends him for his
faith and immediately grants him his request.
Are you willing to suffer ridicule in the practice
of your faith? And when you need help, do you

la mot trong s6 “nhitng ngudi dugc chon” cua
Israel. Trong thoi Btc Giésu, ngudi Dothai rat
ghét ngudi R6ma, boi vi ho dai dién cho nhirng
gi ma ngudi Dothai chdng lai - bao gom su
thdng tri ngoai bang, nhitng niém tin va su thuc
hanh ngoai giao.

Quyén ra lénh véi long tin twéng va ton
trong

Tai sao Btc Giésu khéng chi don nhan vién si
quan Lama céch théan thién, ma con khen ngoi 6ng
nhu mot mau guong duc tin va long trong cay vao
Thién Chta? Trong thé gigi Lama, vai tro nguoi
linh rat quan trong. Ong 1a Mot vién si quan cai
guan ca tram quan linh. Trong mdt y nghia nao do,
ong la cot tru ciia quan doi Roma, la chat keo gén
chat do6i quéan lai véi nhau. Polybius, mot tac gia
thoi ¢6 mo ta vé doi quan Lamd nhu sau: “Ho
khong phai 1a nhitng ngudi lidu linh di tim sw nguy
hiém, ngay ca khi ho c6 thé ra lénh, kién viing
trong hanh dong, va nim chic. Ho khoéng thém
khét chién dau, nhung khi vao thé bat budc, ho sin
sang quyét tdm gin giit manh déat cua minh, va chét
di vi nhiém vu”.

Tin vao quyén néng chiva lanh ciia Dic Giésu

Vién si quan dén gan Duc Giésu khdng chi voi
long can dam ma con co long tin tran day. Ong
dam chiu su ché nhao cua ban bé dong nghiép
cling nhu sy mia mai tir nguoi Dothéi qua viéc
tim kiém su gitp d& cua mot thay giang luu
dong ¢ Galilé. Tuy nhién, vién si quan da dén
véi Birc Giésu vai long tu tin va khiém nhuong.
Ong 1a mot nguoi dic biét boi vi 6ng yéu mén
ngudi nd 1& cua minh. Trong thé gisi Roma,
nguoi ta coi nhitng nguoi nd 1€ nhu stc vat -
mot cai gi d6 dwoc dung dé 1am viéc va giai tri
hay dé trao doi budn ban. Vién si quan Lama la
ngudi ¢6 10ng trac 4n va mot niém tin la thuong.
Ong mubn Bic Giésu chita lanh nguoi t6i t&
yéu dau caa minh. Btc Giésu khen ngoi 1ong tin
cua 6ng 4y va lap tic ban cho ong diéu thinh
cau. Ban c6 san sang chiu sy nhao bang trong suw
thuc hanh dac tin caa minh khong? Khi ban can
gitip d&, ban c6 dén gan Buc Giésu véi 1ong tin
kién virng khong?
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approach the Lord Jesus with expectant faith?

Christ comes to establish God's kingdom of
peace where all peoples can feast at his table

The prophet Isaiah foretold a time of restoration
for the holy city Jerusalem and for its remnants
(see Isaiah 4:2-6) and also a time of universal
peace when all nations would come to
Jerusalem to "the mountain of the Lord and to
the house of the God of Jacob™ and "beat their
swords into plowshares” (Isaiah 2:2-4). Jesus
fulfills this prophecy first by restoring both Jew
and Gentile to friendship with God through the
victory he won for us on the cross. When he
comes again he will fully establish his universal
rule of peace and righteousness (moral
goodness) and unite all things in himself
(Ephesians 1:10). His promise extends to all
generations who believe in him that we, too,
might feast at the heavenly banquet table with
the patriarchs of the Old Covenant (Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob) who believed but did not yet
see the promised Messiah.

Do you believe in God's promises and do you
seek his kingdom first in your life? The season
of Advent reminds us that the Lord Jesus wants
us to actively seek him and the coming of his
kingdom in our lives. The Lord will surely
reward those who seek his will for their lives.
We can approach the Lord Jesus with expectant
faith, like the centurion in today's Gospel
reading (Matthew 8:5-11), knowing that he will
show us his mercy and give us his help.

"Lord Jesus, you feed us daily with your life-
giving word and you sustain us on our journey
to our true homeland with you and the Father in
heaven. May | never lose hope in your
promises nor lag in zeal for your kingdom of
righteousness and peace.”

Diic Kitd dén dé thiét lap vwong quoc binh
an cia Thién Chiia noi moi nguoi cO thé dw
tiéc

Ngon st Isaia d3 tién bao thoi gian phuc hoi
cho thanh thanh Giérusalem va dan chang (Is
4,2-6) va cho hoa binh cua toan thé thé giai,
khi moi quéc gia s& dén “nui Chia va nha
Thién Chua cua Giacop” va “danh cac guom
giao thanh Iudi cay” (Is 2,2-4). DPuc Giésu da
hoan thanh 10i tién bao nay, trudc hét bang
viéc phuc hdi tinh bang hitu cho nguoi Dothai
lin dan ngoai vé&i Thién Chua, qua su chién
thang ciia Nguoi danh cho ching ta trén thap
gia. Khi Nguoi tré lai mot 1an nira, Nguoi s&
thiét 1ap tron ven quyén cai tri phd quét caa sy
binh an va cdng chinh va sy hiép nhat tit ca
moi su trong chinh Nguoi (Ep 1,10). Loi htra
cua Nguoi trai dai moi thé hé, nhitng ai tin
tuong vao Ngudi, ca chling ta nira, c6 thé vao
du tiéc trén troi véi cac té phu thoi Cuu udc,
nhitng nguoi da tin tudng nhung chua dugc
nhin thay Pang Mésia da dugc Chua hira.

Ban c6 tin vao cac loi ha cua Thién Chia va ban
c6 tim kiém vuong quéc cua Nguoi truée hét trong
cude doi minh khong? Mua Vong nhic nhg ching
ta rang Bc Chlia mudn ching ta tim kiém Nguoi
va vuong quéc sap dén cia Nguoi cach tich cuc
trong cudc doi ching ta. Bic Chla chic chan s&
ban thuong cho nhitng ai tim kiém y Nguoi cho
cudc doi minh. Ching ta c6 thé dén gan Chla
Giésu vai long tin kién viing, gidng nhu vién si
quan trong bai Tin mung hém nay, biét rd rang
rang Nguoi s& bay to cho chiing ta long thuong x6t
va su tro giup cua Nguoi cho chuing ta.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin Chiia nudi dudng ching con hiang
ngay vdi Loi ban su séng cua Chla, va gin git ching
con trong cudc hanh trinh dén voi qué huong dich thyc
vai Chla va véi Cha trén Troi. Ché gi con khong bao
gio mat di 1ong trong cdy vao nhiing 1oi hira cia Chua,
hay thd o trong sy nhiét thanh ddi voi vuong qudc cong
chinh va binh an caa Chua.
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Monday, December-4-2023. 1%t Week of Advent. Year B

Is 2, 1-5 Isaiah 2:1-5

Dan nay nwéc no sé khong con vung kiém danh nhau (Is 2,4)

By Christmas Eve 1914, the First World War
had been raging for six months. But something
strange happened that night. In several
locations along the front lines, soldiers on both
sides climbed out of their trenches and met
each other. They shook hands, sang songs, and
traded tobacco and bottles of wine. They even
played pickup soccer games. One soldier
wrote, “Thus Christmas, the celebration of
Love, managed to bring mortal enemies
together as friends for a time.”

You could see this unlikely truce as simply a
touching example of the Christmas spirit in
action. But you could also see it as a foretaste
of the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy from
today’s first reading. What could cause deadly
enemies to lay down their guns? Well, maybe
not “what” but rather “who.” Only Jesus, the
One the Scriptures call the “Prince of Peace”
(Isaiah 9:5), could do this.

How? When he gave his life for us on the
cross, Jesus reconciled us to our heavenly
Father. Now reconciled with God, we can
receive the grace and the power to be
reconciled with one another. We see the peace
that he has brought to our own hearts, and it
changes the way we look at other people. We
want them to experience that peace and
reconciliation, too.

As you reflect on this scene of enemies
connecting with each other, you may be
thinking of some other conflicts closer to
home. Perhaps you know a family where there

Vao dém Giang sinh nim 1914, Thé chién tha
nhat da no ra dugc sau thang. Nhung c6 diéu gi
d6 ky la da xay ra vao dém d6. Tai mot sb dia
diém doc chién tuyén, binh si hai bén tréo ra
khoi chién hao va cham tran nhau. Ho bét tay
nhau, ca hat, trao d6i thudc 14 va chai rugu
vang. Ho tham chi con choi tro choi bong Vi
nhau. Mot nguoi linh da viét, “Vi vay, L&
Giang sinh, 1& ky niém Tinh yéu, di tim cach
gan két nhiing ké th truyén kiép lai voi nhau
nhu nhirng nguoi ban trong mot thoi gian.”

Ban c6 thé thay thoa thuan ngung ban khé cé
thé xay ra nay chi don gian la mot vi dy cam
dong vé tinh than Giang sinh dang duoc thé
hién. Nhung ban ciing c6 thé coi d6 1a su béo
trudc sy tng nghiém cua loi tién tri Isaia trong
bai doc mot hom nay. Piéu gi co thé khién ké
tht nguy hiém phai ha sung? Cha, c6 I& khéng
phai “cai gi” ma la “ai”. Chi c6 Chla Giésu,
Pang ma Kinh Thanh goi 1a “Chta Binh An”
(Is 9,5), méi 6 thé lam duoc diéu nay.

Lam thé nao? Khi hy sinh mang song vi chiing
ta trén thap tuy gia, Chua Giésu da hoa giai
ching ta vai Cha trén troi. Gio day da duoc
hoa giai v6i Thién Chua, ching ta c¢6 thé nhan
dugc &n sing va sac manh dé hoa giai véi
nhau. Chlng ta thiy sy binh an ma Ngai da
mang dén cho tdm hoén ching ta, va diéu d6
thay ddi cach chung ta nhin ngudi khéac. Ching
ta cting mudn ho trai nghiém su binh an va hoa
giai do.

Khi ban suy gam vé canh nhiing ké thi két noi
v6i nhau, ban c6 the nghi den mot s6 xung dot
khé&c gan nha hon. C6 1€ ban biét mét gia dinh
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is a long-standing grudge festering. Or perhaps
there is someone in your own family who is
difficult to get along with.

There’s no “magic formula” to make
everything all right. But don’t discount the
power of prayer. Invite Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, to bring reconciliation into each
relationship. Ask for inspiration—you may
realize that there is something you can do or
say that will help bring Christ’s peace to the
situation. You have the Holy Spirit within you,
and his grace can do amazing things. This
Christmas, may Christ turn enemies into
friends once again—and friends for more than
just one day!

“Lord, may your peace reign—in our families,
neighborhoods, and communities, in our
nation, and around the world.”

c6 mdi han thu lau doi. Hoidc co 18 trong gia
dinh ban ¢ mot nguoi nao do rat kho hoa hop.

Khong c6 “cong thuc ky diéu” nao co thé
khién moi thtr 6n thoa. Nhung ding giam giéa
tri sic manh cua loi cau nguyén. Hay moi goi
Chua Giésu, Hoang Tir Hoa Binh, mang su hoa
giai vao tirng méi tuong quan. Hay xin sy soi
séng - ban c6 thé nhan ra rang c6 diéu gi do
ban cd thé 1am hodc noi s& gilp mang lai sy
binh an cua Buc Kitd cho hoan canh d6. Ban
c6 Chua Théanh Than bén trong ban, va &n sang
cua Ngai c6 thé 1am duoc nhitng diéu ky diéu.
Giang sinh nay, cau mong Chua Kitd mot lan
nira bién ké thu thanh ban bé - va ban bé lau
hon mot ngay!

Lay Chua, xin binh an cua Chua ngu tri trong
gia dinh, hang xdm va cong dong cua ching
con, trong dat nugc ching con va trén toan thé
gioi.

Mt 8, 5-11 Matthew 8:5-11

Tir phuwong dong phwong tiy, nhiéu ngudi sé dén du tiéc... trong Nwéc Troi (Mt 8,11)

Jesus was amazed that this Roman soldier had
exhibited such faith in him—more faith, even,
than many of his fellow Jews. And yet, in Jesus’
time, this man would not have been considered
worthy to be on the “guest list” for that heavenly
banquet. But that didn’t stop Jesus; he made it
clear that he had come to save not only the
Jewish people but every single person, including
this pagan commander.

This is the heart of the good news that Jesus was
proclaiming: no one was excluded from God’s
guest list. Not that Roman soldier, not any other
Roman, not any Greek or anyone else alive at the
time. And the same holds true today: not the
nephew who says he’s an atheist, not the
neighbor who has struggled all his life with

Chua Giésu ngac nhién khi thay nguoi linh La
Mai nay da thé hién duc tin noi Ngai dén vay -
tham chi con c6 dirc tin hon nhiéu nguoi dong
huong Do Thai clia Ngai. Chua hét, vao thoi
Chua Giésu, nguoi nay khéng duoc coi la xang
dang co tén trong “danh sach khach moi” du
bita tiéc trén troi. Nhung diéu d6 khong ngin
can duoc Chla Giésu; Ngai ndi rd rang Ngai
dén dé cau khong chi nguoi Do Théai ma con
timg nguoi, ké ca vi chi huy ngoai giao nay.

Pay chinh la trong tdm cua tin mung Chla
Giésu cong bé: khdng ai bi loai khoi danh sach
khach moi caa Thién Chla. Khong phai nguoi
linh La Ma d6, khong phai bat ky nguoi La Ma
nao khéc, khong phai bat ky ngudi Hy Lap nao
hay bat ky ai khac con séng vao thoi diém do.
Va diéu ndy ciing dung ngay nay: khong phai
dira chau trai n6i rang minh 1a ngudi vo than,
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addiction, not the coworker enmeshed in New
Age practices. Everyone is on the list. Everyone
is invited.

Why such a wide invitation into the kingdom of
heaven? Because God loves each person equally
and deeply. They don’t have to believe in him for
him to love them. They don’t have to love him
for him to love them in return. They don’t even
have to repent of their sins before he will love
them!

This is an important truth to keep in mind in
these weeks leading up to Christmas. There are
usually more parties and family gatherings this
month, and you will likely be around people you
don’t normally see. That means that there will be
more opportunities to share with people about
Jesus’ open invitation. You don’t have to worry
about what to say, either. Just talk about how you
have experienced God’s love. Talk about how
you have felt it in good times and in bad times,
when you felt deserving of it and when you felt
unworthy. Let your story assure them that the
kingdom is available to them as well. Let them
see that Jesus’ love is wide enough for everyone.

“Jesus, thank you for inviting me into your
kingdom. Show me how | can extend your
invitation to everyone around me.”

khéng phai nguodi hang xém subt doi vat 16n
V6i con nghién, khong phai ngudi dong nghiép
vudng vao cac thuc hanh Thoi dai Mai. Mol
ngudi déu cd tén trong danh sach. Moi nguoi
déu dugc moi.

Tai sao lai c6 loi moi rong rai nhu vay vao
vuong qudc thién dang? Vi Thién Chua yéu
mdi ngudi Mot cach binh dang va sau dam. Ho
khong can phai tin vao Ngai dé Ngai yéu ho.
Ho khdng can phai yéu Ngai dé Ngai yéu ho
dap lai. Ho tham chi khong can phai in nin toi
16i cia minh trude khi Ngai yéu thuong ho!

Pay 1a mot 18 that quan trong can ghi nhé trong
nhiing tuan sap dén L& Giang Sinh. Thudng c6
nhiéu bira tiéc va hop mat gia dinh hon trong
thang nay va ban c6 thé s& & canh nhimng nguoi
ma ban khong thuong gap. Piéu d6 co nghia la
s& c6 nhiéu co hoi hon dé chia sé véi moi
ngudi V& 1o moi goi i mg ciia Chlia Giésu.
Ban ciing khong can phai lo ling vé viéc phai
noi gi. Chi can ndi vé viéc ban di trai nghiém
tinh yéu ciia Chtia nhu thé nao. Hay ndi vé cam
gi&c cua ban trong nhitng Iuc vui vé cling nhu
nhitng IGc toi té, khi ban cam thay xtimg dang
va khi ban cam thiy khong xtmg dang. Hay dé
cau chuyén cua ban dam bao véi ho rang
vuong qudc cling danh sin cho ho. Xin cho ho
thay rang tinh yéu cia Chta Giésu du rong rai
cho moi nguoi.

Lay Chua Giésu, cam on Chtia da moi con vao
vuong qudc cta Chia. Xin chi cho con cach
con ¢6 thé gui 161 moi ciia Chiia dén moi nguoi
xung quanh con.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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