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Christ, the only-begotten Son of God before all
ages, who became a man to redeem his people
from sin and oppression.

The long expected newborn Messiah is
presented in the Temple at Jerusalem

Luke the Evangelist records the coming of the
Christ child (God's Anointed Messiah) to the
Temple in Jerusalem forty days after his birth in
Bethlehem (Luke 2:22-24). Joseph and Mary
brought the child Jesus with them to the temple
to fulfill the Jewish ceremony, recorded in the
law of Moses, for the "redemption of the
firstborn child" (Exodus 3:2) and the ritual
purification of the mother after childbirth
(Leviticus 12:2-8). As Joseph and Mary
presented their offering and dedicated the child
Jesus in the temple, Anna, a godly woman of
great age (84 years) who was filled with the
Holy Spirit immediately recognized that this
child was the promised Messiah and heir to the
throne of David. She publicly "gave thanks to
God and spoke of him [who is the Christ - the
Anointed Messiah] to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem" (Luke 2:38).

Anna's persevering hope and reward of seeing
Christ face to face

What is the significance of Anna's witness and
prophetic proclamation of the Messiah's coming
to his temple? Luke calls Anna
a prophetess because she had dedicated her life
to the service of God's word through prayer and
fasting. Like Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) and all the
prophets of the OIld Testament, she was
attentive to God's word and she spoke
prophetically - under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit - to others of God's plan of salvation for
his people. She spent her days in the house of
the Lord (the Temple) where she offered up
daily prayers and intercession for her people.

vé ké hoach ctru d6 cua Thién Chla trong
ngay sinh cua buc Giésu Kitd, Con mot yéu
dau cua Thién Chua truéc moi thoi dai, Pang
da tro thanh nguoi dé ctu chude dan Nguoi
khoi toi va ap buc.

Long mong doi 1au dai vé Pang Mésia méi
sinh dwoc thé hi¢n trong Deén tho
Giérusalem

Thénh st Luca ghi lai su xuat hién cua hai nhi
Kit6 (Pang Mésia dwoc Thién Chua tuyén
chon) noi Pén thd Giérusalem 40 ngay sau
khi sinh ra ¢ Bélem (Lc 2,22-24). Giuse va
Maria dua hai nhi 1én dén tho dé thuc hién
nghi 18 Dothai, duoc ghi lai trong 1& luat
Maisen, cho sy “chudc lai cia daa con dau
long” (X4 hoi 3,2) va nghi thac thanh tay cho
nguoi me sau khi sinh con (Lv 12,2-8). Khi
Giuse va Maria dang cua I& caa minh va dang
hién hai nhi Giésu trong dén tho, ba Anna,
mot phu nir dao dirc da 84 tudi, dugc Chua
Théanh Than thic day lién nhan ra hai nhi nay
chinh 1a Pang Mésia theo 10i hira va 1a nguoi
thira ké ngai vang vua Davit. Ba 1on tiéng “ta
on Thién Chua va gigi thiéu hai nhi (1a Buc
Kitd — Dang Mésia dugc Thién Chla xtc dau)
cho moi nguoi dang mong cho on ciru d6 &
Giérusalem” (Lc 2,38).

Niém hy veng kién tri ciza ba Anna va phan
thwong dwoc dién Kién Durc Kitd mar doi mat

Y nghia cua loi chting va loi tién bao vé Pang
Mésia dén trong dén thd cua ba Anna la gi?
Luca goi ba Anna la nir ngdn st, vi ba da hién
dang doi minh dé phung su loi Chia ngang
qua Viéc cau nguyén va an chay. Gidng nhu
6ng Siméon (Lc 2,25-35) va tat ca cac ngon sir
thoi Cuu udc, ba nhay cam vai loi Chua va
noi tién tri — dudi sy thuc ddy cua Chla Théanh
Than — cho ngudi khéc vé ké hoach ctu do
cia Thién Chta danh cho dan Nguoi. Ba &
trong nha Chaa (dén tho) ca doi, noi ba dang
loi cau nguyén hing ngay va thinh cau cho
dan toc cua ba.
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Anna did not grow weary of placing her trust in
God and his promises. Here hope and trust in
God did not waver but grew with age.What
enabled Anna to persevere for so many years
and through difficult times, such as the loss of
her husband, and through the trials of advancing
old age? She never ceased to give thanks to God
each and every day. She worshiped God in daily
prayer, and with fasting and intercession on
behalf of her people. And she never ceased to
cling to God's word and to speak of his word to
others to bring them encouragement and hope.
She believed with hopeful expectation that she
would one day see her Lord and Redeemer face
to face. Anna is a model of persevering faith
and hope to all who hunger for God and for his
saving word.

The Holy Spirit renews our hope in the
promise of God

Where do you place your hope? We can easily
grow discouraged when trials and setbacks
come our way, and we can grow cynical or give
in to despair when failing health and advancing
age rob us of our natural strength. Life's
shortcomings and disappointments can either
weigh us down or press us closer to God. The
choice is ours - to rely on ourselves and our
own strength or to put our trust wholly in God
alone and in the grace and strength which he
provides. Scripture reminds us that God gives
us a (supernatural) hope beyond hope, a (divine)
love stronger than death, and a (spiritual and
unceasing) joy that no earthly sorrow or
suffering can take away.

Is your hope in this present life only? The hope
which God places in our heart is the desire and
longing for a home and a kingdom of unceasing
joy and happiness with God our Creator and
Father. The Lord Jesus has won for us an
enduring kingdom of righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). The

Ba Anna da khong do du dat long tin cay cua
minh noi Thién Chta va cac loi hia cua
Ngudoi. Long hy vong va tin tuéng vao Thién
Chua cua ba da khong nao ning nhung 16n 1€n
theo tudi tac. Picu gi da gitip ba Anna kién tri
trong nhiéu nim va qua thoi gian khé khin
nhu mat chong, qua nhirng thir théch cua tudi
gia stc yéu? Ba khong bao gid ngung 1oi ta
on Thién Chia mdi ngay va moi ngay. Ba ton
thd Thién Chua trong su cau nguyén hing
ngdy, va an chay, khan cau thay cho dan toc
cua ba. Ba khdng bao gio ngung bam chat vao
l6i Chua va néi 16i Chta cho nguoi khac dé
dem lai cho ho su dong vién va niém hy vong.
Ba tin twdng véi niém hy vong rang c6 ngay
ba s& nhin thay Chua va Pang Cau Do cua
minh mat giap mat. Ba Anna 1a mau myc vé
duc tin va niém hy vong kién viing cho ai déi
khat Thién Chda va loi Nguoi.

Chia Thanh Than canh tan niém hy veng
cua chung ta vao loi hira ciza Thién Chua

Ban dat niém hy vong ciia minh vao dau? Chung
ta c6 thé d& dang that vong khi nhiing thir thach va
tréi y xay dén va ching ta c6 thé trg nén hoai nghi
hay di dén tuyét vong khi sirc khoe suy xup va tudi
gia lay di sic khoe tuy nhién cia minh. Nhiing
khuyét diém va that vong c6 thé dé bep ching ta
hay kéo ching ta téi gan Thién Chua hon. Su lya
chon thugc vé ching ta — cay dwa vao ban than va
suc riéng minh hoac phé trét hoan toan long tin
cay cua minh vao mot minh Thién Chua va vao on
sung va sac manh Nguoi ban cho. Kinh Thanh
nhic nhé chdng ta rang Thién Chta ban cho ching
ta dic cdy vuot trén su hy vong, dic mén manh
mé& hon su chét, va niém wvui (thiéng liéng va
khong dut) ma khong c6 budn phién hay dau kho
tran thé nao c6 thé cudp mat duoc.

Niém hy vong cua ban chi dya vao cudc séng hién
tai ndy phai khong? Niém hy vong ma Thién Chla
dat vao long ching ta la sy khao khat va wéc mong
méi nha va mot vuong qudc vui mirng va hanh phic
khon siét véi Thién Chtia, Pang Tao Thanh va Cha
cua ching ta. Chua Giésu da dem lai cho ching ta
vuong qudc cdng chinh, binh an, va niém vui vinh
ciu trong Chla Thanh Than (Rm 14,17). Chda
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Holy Spirit who dwells in us renews and
strengthens our hope day by day as we listen to
God's word and believe in his promises. God
never fails because his promises are true and he
is faithful. The hope which God places within
us through the gift of the Holy Spirit enables us
to persevere with confident trust in God even in
the face of daily trails, setbacks, and challenges
that come our way.

Thanh Than, Pang ngu trong ching ta canh tan va
cung ¢b niém hy vong chiing ta tirng ngay khi chiing
ta lang nghe 15i Chla va tin vao céc loi hta cua
Nguoi. Thién Chia khdng bao gio thét tin vi cac loi 7
hira ciia Nguoi 1a that va Nguoi lubn trung tin. Niém %
hy vong ma Thién Chua dat trong chung ta qua hong %&‘
an Chda Thanh Than sg gilp chung ta kién viing voi | Z
long tin cay vao Thién Chua, ngay ca khi gidp mat %%(‘
Vv6i nhiing ther thach, trai y, va thach d6 hing ngay ®
@v

xay dén. =
<

%&‘
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Phan thweéng ciia viée fim Nwéc Thién Chia

The reward of seeking God's kingdom first
truéc

Is there anything holding you back from giving
God your unqualified yes to his will and plan
for your life? Allow the Lord Jesus to flood
your heart with his peace, joy, and love. And
(‘ offer to God everything you have and desire -
5% your life, family, friends, health, and provision

C6 diéu gi ngin can ban khong dang cho Chua
Iong tin cay va quy phuc hoan toan trudc y Nguoi
danh cho doi ban khong? Hiy dé Chla Giésu
chiém hiru Iong ban vé6i sy binh an, niém vui, va
tinh yéu cua Nguoi. Va hdy dang cho Thién Chua
moi su ban c¢6 va long ao udc — cudc séng, gia

ya

&
b/ (‘ for the future. If you seek his kingdom first | ginh, ban b, sic khoe, va du tinh cho twong lai ?@‘
?é (Matthew 6:33), he will give you everything | caa ban. Néu ban tim kiém nudc Chaa trudc (Mt ?
05 you need to know, love, and serve him now and 6,33), Nguoi s& ban cho ban moi sy ban can dé %
S (‘ to enjoy him forever in his everlasting kingdom | hiéu biét, yéu thuong, va phung su Nguoi bay gio S (‘

va vui sudng V&I Ngudi mai mai trong vuong

of joy and peace. : _
quoc vui mung va binh an vinh cuau cua Nguoi.
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"Lord Jesus, you alone are my hope and life.
(‘ May | never cease to place all my trust in your
unfailing love and mercy. Fill me with the joy
N and strength of the Holy Spirit that | may boldly
(‘ point others to your saving presence and word

of eternal life."

Lay Chua Giésu, chi minh Chuda la hy vong va su
sbng cua con. Xin cho con khdng bao gid nging
dat tit ca niém tin cay con vao tinh yéu va long
thuong x6t cua Chla. Xin ban cho con niém vui
va sitc manh caa Chta Thanh Than dé con c6 thé
manh dan chi cho ngudi khac biét su hién dién
ctru d6 va 1oi ban sy séng doi doi cia Chla.

Thir Bay, 30-12-2023. Nam B
Saturday, December-30-2023. Year B

1Ga2,12-17 1 John 2:12-17
Neéu ai yéu the gian, thi tinh yéu cia Chua Cha khéng é trong ngwoi do (1Ga 2,15)
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We might be a bit confused by today’s first
reading. God created the world, so why
shouldn’t we love his good creation? In order
to understand what John is saying, though, we
need to understand what he means by both love
and the world.

C6 thé chiing ta hoi bdi rdi trong bai doc mot
hdm nay. Thién Chua di tao dung nén thé gidi,
vay tai sao ching ta khéng yéu mén tao vat tot
lanh ciia Ngai? Tuy nhién, dé hiéu nhiing gi
Gioan dang néi, chiing ta can hiéu y cia 6ng vé
ca tinh yéu va thé gigi.

&
e
=
&y

7



©)

=0

g
2

L
%;f,&jj@
%@

@m%mg@%ammmm%%%%%%%%%
S (Lb? (‘é&% (‘%&‘%? “@% (‘?@%?J% (L@ (L@ (L@ “%‘%ﬂ%@%@

(0

S © S

©
7 7 7 7

©

g

A 4

The word love can be used to describe a
variety of experiences. We love our children,
our parents, or our spouse, but we also love
pizza or our favorite movie. Although the word
is the same, the sentiment could not be more
different. In fact, Scripture uses several words
for love. Here, it’s the Greek word agape. This
kind of love is the “love of the Father” (1 John
2:15), and it’s used more than one hundred
times in the New Testament. It describes the
benevolent love that God has for his children
and the love we are to offer him—and our
neighbors—in return.

For John, the world refers to “sensual lust,
enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious life”
(1 John 2:16). These temptations, which focus
on our attitudes and the way we misuse the
good things God has created, led to the fall of
our first parents. And they’re the same
temptations that plague us today.

So John is telling us that while God created
many good things for us to enjoy, they can
clutter the place in our hearts reserved only for
the Lord. Our contentment can begin to depend
upon material comforts and success rather than
on the eternal love the Father has for us. These
concerns become the last thoughts to occupy
our minds as we fall asleep and the first as we
wake.

Readings like this one challenge us. They
shake us up and urge us to examine our
priorities. But while it’s important that we
reflect honestly, it’s equally important to
remember our Father’s love as well. Why
would we settle for fleeting pleasures that
never satisfy when we have a God who desires

Tir tinh yéu cé thé dugc dung dé mo ta nhiéu
trai nghiém khac nhau. Chang ta yéu con cai,
cha me, vo/chong minh nhung chung ta ciing
yéu thich pizza hoac bo phim yéu thich cua
minh. DU loi n6i gibng nhau nhung tinh cam
khong thé khac hon. Thuyc ra, Kinh Thanh ding
nhiéu tir dé chi tinh yéu. O day, do 1a tir agape
trong tiéng Hy Lap. Loai tinh yéu nay 1a “tinh
yéu cua Chua Cha” (1Ga 2,15), va n6 dugc st
dung hon mét trdm lan trong Tan Udc. N6 md
ta tinh yéu nhan tr ma Chia danh cho con céi
cua Ngai va tinh yéu ma ching ta phai dang Ién
Ngai - va nhiing nguoi 1an can cua chdng ta -
dé dap lai.

Déi véi Gioan, thé gian am chi dén “duc vong
nhuc duc, Su quyén rii cta cap mat, va doi séng
kiéu ngao” (1Ga 2,16). Nhitng cam do nay tap
trung vao thai d cua ching ta va cach ching ta
lam dung nhimg diéu tét dep ma Chua da tao
ra, da dan dén sy sa nga cua to tién ching ta.
Va ching ciing chinh 1a nhiing cam do dang
hanh ha chdng ta ngay nay.

Vi vay, Gioan dang néi véi ching ta rang trong
khi Chla tao ra nhiéu diéu tot dep dé ching ta
tan huong, ching cd thé 1am xao tron chd danh
riéng cho Chda trong long chung ta. Su hai
long caia chling ta 6 thé bat dau tdy thudc vao
tién nghi vat chat va thanh cong hon 1a vao tinh
yéu vinh ctitu ma Chla Cha danh cho chung ta.
Nhitng méi quan tdm nay tro thanh nhiing suy
nghi cudi cing chiém gitr tm tri ching ta khi
ching ta chim vao giac nga va 1a suy nghi du
tién khi chang ta thac day.

Nhitng bai doc nhu thé ndy thach thac ching
ta. Chung lay dong ching ta va théi thic ching
ta xem xét lai nhitng uvu ti€n cua minh. Nhung
mic du didu quan trong la ching ta phai suy
gam mot cach trung thuc, nhung viéc ghi nhé
tinh yéu thuong cua Cha ching ta cling quan
trong khong kém. Tai sao ching ta lai chap
nhan nhirng tha vui phu du khéng bao gio thoa
man khi chdng ta c6 mot Thién Chda ludn
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the highest good for us? His gentle voice calls
us back to his agape love that never fails. He
invites us to get back up and try again—to love
him, not the world.

“Father, help me to love you more.”

mong mudn diéu tét lanh nhit cho ching ta?
Giong noi diu dang cua Ngai moi goi ching ta
tré lai vé6i tinh yéu agape khong bao gio that
bai cia Ngai. Ngai moi chung ta dang day va
thir lai - yéu Ngai chir khong phai thé gisi.

Lay Cha, xin gitp con yéu Cha nhiéu hon.

Luke 2:36-40
Lc 2, 36-40
... Anna, con géi cua Phanuel (Luke 2:36)

This past week, you’ve probably seen more
than a few chubby-cheeked versions of baby
Jesus’ face. The images found in pictures,
statues, and Christmas cards may have started
to feel commonplace. If that’s the case, Luke’s
account of the prophetess Anna is a great help
in recapturing the wonder we can experience
when we behold the face of God in Christ.

Unlike when he described Simeon wrapping
baby Jesus in his arms, Luke did not relate how
Anna, Mary, and Joseph interacted at the
Temple. But the details that he did include tell
us a lot.

Luke calls Anna the “daughter of Phanuel”
(2:36), a name that literally means “the face of
God.” So from her very birth, Anna had
figuratively beheld God. Now, in the Temple,
she is privileged to gaze upon the one true
God.

Luke also tells us that Anna is from the tribe of
Asher—the son that caused Leah to say,
“Women will call me fortunate,” or “happy,”
as the Hebrew word is sometimes translated
(Genesis 30:13).

The name Asher also means happy. So how
much happier could an Asherite be than to find

Tuan vira qua, ¢ 1& ban da nhin thay nhiéu
phién ban khudén mit mim mim cua Chla
Giésu Hai Bong. Nhitng hinh anh trong tranh,
tugng va thiép Giang sinh c6 thé da bat dau tro
nén phd bién. Néu dung nhu vay thi cau
chuyén cua Luca vé nir tién tri Anna s& gilp
ich rat nhiéu trong viéc goi lai su ngac nhién
ma chlng ta c6 thé cam nghiém dugc khi nhin
thdy dung nhan cua Thién Chula trong Dic
Kitd.

Khoéng giéng nhu khi mo ta Simeon 6m Chua
Giésu trong tay, Luca khong ké lai cach Anna,
Maria va Giuse tuong tac tai Dén thod. Nhung
nhiing chi tiét ma 6ng dua vao cho chung ta
biét nhiéu diéu.

Luca goi Anna la “con gai cua Phanuel” (2,36),
mot cai tén cd nghia den 1a “khudén mat cua
Thién Chua”. Vi vay, ngay tu khi sinh ra, Anna
d3 nhin thdy Chta theo nghia bong. Gio day,
trong Dén tho, ba duoc dic an chiém ngudng
Thién Chta chan chinh duy nhat.

Luca ciing cho chiing ta biét ring Anna dén tir
bo toc Asher - ngudi con trai da khién Leah
phai thét 1én: “Phu nit s& goi t6i 1a ngudi may
man” hay “hanh phuc” nhu tir tiéng Do Thai
doi khi duoc dich (St 30,13).

Cai tén Asher cling c6 nghia 13 hanh ghl]C. Vay
mot Asherite ¢6 thé hanh phuc hon biét bao khi
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herself in the presence of God?

Finally, even Anna’s age is significant. She is
eighty-four years old, which represents the
number twelve—for the twelve tribes of
Israel—multiplied by the number seven, which
signifies completeness. Luke includes Anna’s
age to remind us that God’s revelation of
himself in Jesus was the completion of all his
promises. It’s Luke’s way of telling us that
seeing Jesus is to see his faithfulness. Seeing
Jesus is the remarkable realization that God
doesn’t want to be worshipped from afar; he
wants to bewithus in the most tangible,
personal way.

In other words, seeing the face of Jesus this
Christmas can bring us gratitude, awe, and
peace. So why not put yourself in Anna’s
shoes? Try to imagine what it would be like to
see a little baby and to recognize that you are
in the presence of God, who is fulfilling his
promises right before your eyes. After all, God
has brought his promise of salvation to
completion in Christ, not just for Anna, but for
all of his sons and daughters. Even for you.

“Lord, how happy | am to behold your face!”

dugc thay minh trudc su hién dién cua Chia?

Cudi cung, ngay ca tudi cua Anna ciing dang
ké. Ba di tam muoi bdn tudi, dai dién cho s
muoi hai - cho muoi hai chi toc Israel -nhan
Véi s6 bay, biéu thi su tron ven. Thanh Luca ké
ca tudi cia Anna dé nhic nhé ching ta rang
viéc Thién Chla mac khai chinh Ngai noi
Chla Giésu la sy hoan tit moi 1oi htra cua
Ngai. D6 1a cach Luca noi véi chlng ta riang
gap Chua Giésu la thiy dugc long thanh tin cua
Ngai. Nhin thiy Chda Giésu la nhan thac dang
cha y rang Thién Chida khéng muén duogc ton
tho tir xa; Ngai muén & véi ching ta theo céach
c& nhan, hitu hinh nhat.

NGi cach khac, viéc nhin thay dung nhan Chua
Giésu trong 1& Giang Sinh nay c6 thé mang lai
cho chdng ta 16ng biét on, sy kinh phuc va binh
an. Vay tai sao ban khéng dat minh vao vi tri
cua Anna? Hay thir tuong tuwong s& nhu thé nao
khi nhin thiy mot em bé va nhan ra rang ban
dang ¢ truéc su hién dién cua Chia, Déang
dang thuc hién loi htra cia Ngai ngay trudc
mét ban. Suy cho cung, Thién Chua di hoan
thanh 15i hira ctu rdi cua Ngai trong Buc Kitd,
khéng chi cho Anna ma con cho tat ca con cai
cua Ngai. Ké ca véi ban.

Lay Chua, con that hanh phuc khi dugc nhin
thay khuén mat cua Chua!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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