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Jesus Christ

Jesus never hesitated to tell his disciples what
they might expect if they followed and served
him. Here Jesus says to his disciples - This is
my task for you at its grimmest and worst; do
you accept it? This is not the world's way of
offering glory, honor, and success. After the
defeat at Dunkirk during World War |II,
Churchill offered his country "blood, toil, sweat,
and tears." Suffering for the name of Jesus
Christ is not the message we prefer to hear when
the Lord commissions us in his service.
Nonetheless, our privilege is to follow in the
footsteps of the Master who laid down his life
for us. The Lord gives us sufficient grace to
follow him and to bear our cross with courage
and hope. Do you know the joy and victory of
the cross of Jesus Christ?

"Lord Jesus, your coming in the flesh to ransom
us from slavery to sin gives us cause for great
rejoicing even in the midst of trials and pain.
Help me to patiently and joyfully accept the
hardships, adversities, and persecution which
come my way in serving you. Strengthen my
faith and give me courage that | may not shrink
back from doing your will".

Giésu Kitd

Dbuc Giésu khong bao gio do dy dé ndi véi cac
mén dé nhirng gi ho c6 thé gap phai néu ho di
theo Nguoi. O ddy, Bic Giésu néi véi cac mon
dé: Pay 1a cong viéc cua Thay danh cho anh em &
su khic nghiét va té hai nhat cua nd; anh em c6
don nhan no6 khong? Bay khong phai la cach cua
thé gian vé viéc dé nghi mot cong viéc. Sau cudc
that bai & Dunkirk Churchill da hién cho t6 quéc
cta minh méu, cong viéc vat va, mo héi, va nudc
mat. Pay khong phai la s diép ching ta thich
nghe khi Chua giao phd cho ching ta cong viéc
cta Nguoi. Tuy nhién, dac &n cua ching ta la di
theo nhirg budc chan caa vi Thay, di hién minh
vi chung ta. Chuia ban cho chiing ta du on sing dé
bude theo Nguoi va mang lay thanh gia cua minh
Vv6i long can dam va hy vong. Ban c6 biét niém
vui va su chién thing cua thap gia Puc Giésu Kitd
kh6ng?

Lay Chua Giésu, Chtia dén trong than xac dé
ctiru chudc ching con khoi ach nd 18 toi 16i, va
ban cho chung con ly do cho viéc vui mung
I6n lao tham chi gitra nhitng thir thach va dau
dén. Xin gitp con kién nhan va vui ming don
nhan nhirg kho khan, nghich canh, nguoc dai
xay dén vai con trong viéc phung sy Chua.
Xin cung ¢b duc tin caa con va ban cho con
long can dam dé khong théi lui trong viéc thi
hanh y Chda.

Thiwr Ba, 26-12-2023. Nam B
Tuesday, December-26-2023. Year B

Cv 6, 8-10; 7, 54-59

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-

59

Stéphand, tran day om siing va quyén ning... (Cv 6,8)

As we continue to celebrate the great feast of
Christmas, we aren’t just focusing on the actual
circumstances that led to Jesus’ birth. The
meaning of his Incarnation goes much deeper.
This is especially evident in today’s feast of St.
Stephen, the first martyr.

Khi ching ta tiép tuc cir hanh dai I Giang
Sinh, chdng ta khong chi tap trung vao hoan
canh thuc té dan dén sy ra doi cia Chla Giésu.
Y nghia viéc Nhap Thé cua Ngai con sau sic
hon nhiéu. Piéu nay dic biét rd rang trong I&
kinh thanh Stéphand, vi tir dao dau tién hém
nay.
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When Jesus came to earth, he became the
model for his followers. Jesus shows us how to
live so that we can be pleasing to his heavenly
Father. But he didn’t only show us. Through
his Incarnation, death, and resurrection, he
dwells in us. Now the Holy Spirit offers us the
same “grace and power” that was so apparent
in Stephen (Acts 6:8). Now we can be “other
Christs™ to the world.

In the account of Stephen’s life found in the
Book of Acts, we clearly see “another Christ.”
For example, Stephen was selected to serve the
Christian community as a deacon because, like
Jesus, he was “filled with faith and the holy
Spirit” (Acts 6:5). Like Jesus, he worked “great
wonders and signs among the people” (6:8).
He also preached the good news like Jesus
(6:9-10), and was unafraid to face the
Sanhedrin when they sought to kill him (6:12;
7:1-53). Finally, like Jesus, he was put to
death—but not before forgiving his persecutors
(7:60).

As a Christian, you, too, are called to
“incarnate” Jesus as Stephen did. Most likely
you won’t be called to be a martyr. But you
will be called in a myriad of ways to die to self
and your own selfish desires. You may not be
ordained as a deacon, but you will be called to
serve your brothers and sisters in need. You
may not work great signs and wonders, but you
can be a sign of Jesus’ love and mercy to a
hurting world. And finally, though you may
never have to forgive persecutors trying to
destroy you, you will be called to forgive—in
both big and small ways.

The Incarnation reverberated through time and

Khi Chua Giésu dén tran gian, Ngai da tro
thanh mau muc cho cac mon dé. Chua Giésu
chi cho ching ta cach séng sao cho c6 thé lam
hai long Cha trén troi cia Nguoi. Nhung Ngai
khong chi cho ching ta thiy. Qua viéc Nhap
Thé, céi chét va sy phuc sinh cua Ngai, Ngai
ngy trong ching ta. Gio ¢y Chta Thanh Than
ban cho chling ta cing mot “an sang va quyén
ning” nhu di thdy rd noi Stéphand (Cv 6,8).
Bay gio chlng ta c6 thé tro thanh “nhitng Duc
Kitd khac” cho thé gidi.

Trong cau chuyén vé cudc doi caa Stéphand
trong Sach Coéng vu, ching ta thiy rd “mot
Puc Kitd khac”. Chang han, Stéphand dugc
chon dé phuc vu cong dong Kitd gido voi tu
cach 1a pho té boi vi, gibng nhu Chua Giésu,
ong “duoc tran day duc tin va Thanh Than”
(Cv 6,5). Gidng nhu Chtia Giésu, Ngai di lam
“nhitng dau la I6n lao gita dan” (6,8). Ong
cling rao giang tin mung giéng nhu Chua
Giésu (6,9-10), va khong ngai d6i mit véi
Thuong hoi dong khi ho tim céach giét 6ng
(6,12; 7,1-53). Cudi clng, giong nhu Chia
Giésu, 6ng bi xir tr — nhung khong phai trudc
khi tha thtr cho nhitng ké bat bé minh (7,60).

La mot Kitd hitu, ban cling dugc moi goi
“nhap thé” Chua Giésu nhu Thanh Stéphand da
lam. R4t c6 thé ban s& khong dugc goi la tu
dao. Nhung ban s& dugc kéu goi bang vo sb
cach dé chét di cai t6i va nhitng ham mubn ich
ky cta chinh minh. Ban c6 thé khong duoc thu
phong pho té, nhung ban s& duoc kéu goi dé
phuc vu anh chi em dang gap kho khan. Ban cd
thé khong l1am duoc nhiing diém thiéng dau la
I6m lao, nhung ban c6 thé la dau chi tinh yéu va
long thwong x6t ciia Chua Giésu dbi voi mot
thé gi6i dang bj t6n thuong. Va cudi cling, mac
du ban c6 thé khdng bao gio phai tha thi cho
nhitng ké bat bé dang c¢6 gang tiéu diét ban,
nhung ban s¢ duoc moi goi tha tha - theo ca
cach 16n 1an cach nho.

Sy Nhap Thé vang doi xuyén thoi gian va
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space, changing the world—and our hearts—
forever. Like Stephen, may we, too, become
Christ to the world in all the ways God is
calling us.

“St. Stephen, pray that I may have the courage
to be another Christ in the world today.”

khéng gian, thay doi thé gigi - va trai tim cua
ching ta - mai mai. Giéng nhu thanh Stéphano,
udc gi chung ta cling tré thanh Chua Kit6é cho
thé gisi theo moi cach ma Thién Chua dang
kéu goi chlng ta.

Lay thanh Stéphand, hay cau nguyén dé con c6
du can dam dé trg thanh mot Chua Kitd khac
trong thé gidi hém nay.

Matthew 10:17-22
Mt 10, 17-22 .
Thanh Stephen, Thanh tir dao dau tién

P06 khong phai la anh em néi, nhung 1a chinh Thanh Théan cia Chda Cha (Mt 10,20)
It will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father. (Matthew 10:20)

St. Stephen may not have known at first how to
answer his detractors. But in today’s Gospel,
Jesus encourages his followers not to worry
about what to say when they’re being
persecuted because the Holy Spirit will speak
through them (Matthew 10:20). So Stephen
relied on the Spirit, who gave him not only the
courage to preach but also the grace to forgive
the people who killed him (Acts 6:10; 7:60).

We know what it’s like to feel tongue-tied in a
tough situation. But God wants us to turn to his
Spirit for help, just as Stephen did. We might
think that because Stephen was a great saint, he
had special access to the Spirit. But that’s not
the case. Through our baptism, we all have the
same access to the Holy Spirit. He lives in us,
just as he lived in Stephen. The difference is
that Stephen welcomed the Holy Spirit into his
circumstances.

So how do we open ourselves to the Spirit? As

Thanh Stephen ban dau c6 thé khong biét cach
tra 161 nhitng nguoi giém pha minh. Nhung
trong Tin Mung hém nay, Chla Giésu khuyén
khich nhitng nguoi theo Ngai dung lo ling vé
viéc phai noi gi khi ho dang bi bat bé vi Chla
Théanh Than s& néi qua ho (Mt 10,20). Vi vay,
Stephen da trong cdy vao Thanh Linh, Pang da
ban cho 6ng khéng chi can dam dé rao giang
ma con ban cho 6ng an sang dé tha thir cho
nhimg nguoi da giét ong (Cv 6,10; 7,60).

Chung ta biét cam giac bi that ludi trong mot
tinh hudng khé khin 1a nhu thé nio. Nhung
Thién Chia muén chung ta huéng dén Thanh
Linh cia Ngai dé duogc giup d5, gidng nhu
Stephen di lam. Chuing ta c6 thé nghi rang vi
Stephen la mét vi thanh vi dai nén 6ng cé
quyén tiép can dic biét voi Thanh Linh. Nhung
d6 khong phai 1a truong hop. Qua phép rira, tat
ca chung ta déu duoc tiép can voi Chia Théanh
Than nhu nhau. Ngai séng trong ching ta,
cling nhu Ngai séng trong Stephen. Piéu khac
biét 1a Stephen da déon Chua Thanh Than vao
trong hoan canh ctaa minh.

Vay lam cach nao dé ching ta mo long don
nhan Thanh Linh? Nhu T héph Phaolo da noi
véi Timothé, chdng ta c6 thé “khoi day ngon

R0 R0 e e e e

e
e
L
e
0
L
L
L
%
L
%
o
&y
L
By
L
)
L
%
@

é"’? . B & B E. B & B, &, . &, . &Y, & B &, &I
50 BRo R 2R Ry By g Bp By g g g g By By By By 1y

TSI



=0

©)

()

g
2

L
%;f,&jj@
%@

B 1 0 B B B B B

S-S

A 4

©

St. Paul told Timothy, we can “stir into flame”
his presence within us (2 Timothy 1:6). That
doesn’t necessarily mean praying long, drawn-
out prayers. It can be as simple as “Come,
Holy Spirit!” or “Holy Spirit, help me!” The
Holy Spirit is so close to us that even when we
don’t know what to ask for, he “intercedes with
inexpressible  groanings” on our behalf
(Romans 8:26). We just have to try to be
aware, open, and expectant.

Such heartfelt prayers are perfect just before,
say, a tough meeting at work. Or prior to
delicate conversations with family members
you will see around the holidays. Or when
you’re trying to figure out how to share your
faith. You don’t even have to wait for a tense
situation—you can count on the Spirit to help
you whenever you are at a loss for words!

God is with us. He lives in us. Let’s trust that
when we call on him, he will speak through us.

“Come, Holy Spirit, and speak through me
today. ”

lra” sy hién dién cua Ngai trong ching ta
(2Tm 1,6). Diéu d6 khong nhat thiét c6 nghia
la cau nguyén nhiing loi nguyén dai 1é thé. N6
c6 thé don gian nhu “Lay Chda Thanh Than,
xin hdy dén!” hoic “Lay ChGa Thanh Than,
xin hdy gitp con!” Chta Thanh Than & gan
chung ta dén ndi ngay ca khi ching ta khdng
biét phai cau xin diéu gi, thi Ngai ciing “thay
mit ching ta cau xin nhiing 15i rén ri khéng
thé dién ta dugc” (Rm 8,26). Ching ta chi can
c¢b gang nhan thirc, coi mé va mong doi.

Nhitng 1oi cau nguyén chan thanh nhu vay 1a
hoan hao ngay truéc khi c6 mét cudc hop khéd
khan tai noi lam viéc. Hoac trudc nhirng cudc
tro chuyén té nhi véi cac thanh vién trong gia
dinh, ban s& thiy noi nhitng ngay nghi. Hoic
khi ban dang c6 gang tim ra cach chia sé¢ duc
tin cia minh. Ban tham chi khéng can phai chd
doi mot tinh hudng cang thang - ban c6 thé
tréng cdy vao Thanh Linh dé gilp ban bat ct
khi nao ban khong néi dugc loi nao!

Thién Chua ¢ cung ching ta. Ngai séng trong
ching ta. Hay tin twdng rang khi chung ta kéu
xin Ngai, Ngai s€ ndi qua ching ta.

Lay Chta Thanh Than, xin hiy dén va néi qua
con hém nay.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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