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breaking forth into a world broken by sin,
corruption, and death - a world lost without
hope.

The Old Testament prophets foretold the return
of the prophet Elijah (Malachi 3:1, and 4:5)
who would announce the coming of the
Messiah - the Savior and Ruler of the earth.
John the Baptist fulfills the role of Elijah
(Matthew 11:13-14). His miraculous birth
shows the mercy and favor of God in preparing
his people for the coming of its Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ.

When God acts to save us he graciously fills us
with his Holy Spirit and makes our faith come
"alive" to his promises. When we respond to his
word with trust the Lord fills us with the joy of
the Holy Spirit and renews our hope and
gratitude for the mercy and gift of new life and
salvation he gives us through Jesus Christ. Do
you make your life an offering of thanksgiving
to God, along with your family and all that you
have and hope to accomplish? God wants to fill
us with the joy of his saving presence all the
days of our lives, from birth through death.
Renew the offering of your life to God and give
him thanks for his mercy and favor towards
you.

"Lord Jesus, you are gracious and forgiving
towards us. Renew in me the gift of faith that |
may believe your promises and obey your
word."

Masia, ching ta thdy on sung va su chiéu cb
cua Chua da di vao thé gian, da bi d6 v& boi
t6i 161, su chét - mot thé gidi hu hong khéng
c6 niém hy vong.

Cac ngdn st Cuu wdc tién bao vé sy tro lai coa
ngdn st Elia (M1 3,1 va 4,5), nguoi s& loan bao
viéc Pang Mésia sip dén - Pang ctru do va la
Vua cua vii tru. Gioan Tay gia hoan thanh vai
tro cua ngdn st Elia (Mt 11,13-14). Viéc sinh ra
la Iing cua Gioan cho thay long thuong xot va
on sung cua Thién Chda, chuin bi cho dan
Nguoi trong viéc Pang cau thé, Chia Giésu
Kitd sap dén.

Khi Thién Chta hanh dong dé ciru do ching ta,
Nguoi ban on siing Chtia Thanh Than doi dao cho
chung ta, va lam cho duc tin cua ching ta “sdng
dong” ddi voi nhitng loi hia cia Nguoi. Khi
chiing ta dap tra Loi Nguoi vaéi su tin cay, Chia s€
ban cho ching ta niém vui caa CTThan cach doi
dao va canh tan niém hy vong va biét on cua
chung ta d6i v6i long thuong x6t va an hué su
sbng méi va on ctu réi noi Buc Giésu Kitd. Ban
c6 bién cudc doi minh thanh 1& té ta on Thién
Chua, cing véi gia dinh ban, va tat ca nhiing gi
ban c6 va niém hy vong dé hoan thanh khong?
Thién ChGa mudn ban cho chiing ta tran day niém
vui su hién dién ctru do cua Nguoi qua tat ca
nhitng ngay doi, tir khi méi sinh cho téi ldc chét.
Hay canh tan 1& té dang hién cudc doi minh cho
Chla va cdm ta Nguoi vi long thuong x6t va on
sung cua Nguoi da danh cho ban.

Lay Chtia Giésu, Chua 1a on sing va su tha thir doi
Vv6i chung con. Xin d6i méi trong con hong 4n duc
tin dé con cd thé tin vao nhitng 1oi hira cia Chua
va vang phuc loi Choa.
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Lc1,57-66 Luke 1:57-66
Bé sé dwoc goi la Gioan (Lc 1,60)

There’s an old saying that dreams come true
one choice at a time. For a particularly

C6 mot cau ndi ¢o rang wdc mo s& thanh hién
thuc nho mot su lua chon tai mot thoi diem. Bé

St Sy S 8y S Ry Sy B 0 0 5y S By

e
e
L
L
0
L
L
L
%
L (
%
o
&y
L
By
L
)
L
:%i'@
@

7



©)

=0

g
2

%;f,&jj@
%@

@m%mg@%ammmm%%%%%%%%%
S (Lb? (‘é&% (‘%&‘%? “@% (‘?@%?J% (L@ (L@ (L@ “%‘%ﬂ%@%@

A LA SR S S S

powerful example, look at the way God
fulfilled his—and our—dream of salvation.
Think about the centuries-long chain of events
that led to Jesus’ birth. Think of all the people
who chose to accept God’s plan for them, even
if it meant giving up some degree of freedom
and comfort. Yet from Abraham’s decision to
leave his home to Jesus’ prayer, “Not as I will,
but as you will,” we see world-changing results
flowing from individual choices (Genesis 12:1-
4; Matthew 26:39).

In today’s Gospel, we see Zechariah’s
voiceless yes to God’s plan when he wrote that
the name of his and Elizabeth’s baby would be
John. Despite his initial disbelief, Zechariah
ultimately agreed with God’s plan for his son.
He may not have fully understood what the
future held for his child; he may have even
been unaware that John would grow up to be
the greatest and last of Israel’s prophets. But he
made his choice, and God’s plan of salvation
took another step forward.

God’s dreams didn’t reach complete fulfillment
with Zechariah’s choice—or when Jesus died
and rose. They are still coming true through the
choices we make every day. Our decisions may
feel insignificant, and we may be puzzled by
how they will affect anything. But every choice
affects us and the people around us. Every
choice affects the future. Even the least
“significant” choices may end up having
world-changing consequences!

Today, think about the decisions you are
facing, especially as Christmas approaches.
Perhaps you have to decide whether to make an

cd mot vi du dac biét manh mé, hdy nhin vao
cach Chua thuc hién gidc mo ciu rdi cia Ngai
- va cua chung ta. Hay nghi vé chudi su kién
kéo dai hang thé ky dan dén sy ra doi cia Chla
Giésu. Hay nghi dén tat ca nhitng nguoi da
chon chip nhan ké hoach cua Chua danh cho
ho, ngay ca khi diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a phai tir bo
mot muc d6 ty do va thoai mai nao do. Tuy
nhién, tr quyét dinh roi bo qué huong cua
Abraham dén 10i ciu nguyén caa Chla Giésu:
“Khong theo y con, ma theo y Cha”, ching ta
thiy nhiing két qua thay doi thé gioi dén tir sy
lya chon cia mdi cd nhan (St 12,1-4; Mt
26,39).

Trong bai Tin Mirng hdm nay, chiing ta thay su
dong y khong 1én tiéng cua 6ng Dacaria ddi
véi ké hoach cua Thién Chua khi 6ng viét rang
tén con cua 6ng va ba Elisabét s& 1a Gioan. Bat
chap su hoai nghi ban dau, Dacaria cudi cling
cling dong Yy véi ké hoach ciia Chia danh cho
con trai 6ng. Ong c6 thé chua hiéu day du vé
tuong lai ctia con minh; éng tham chi cd thé
khong biét rang Gioan 16n 1én sé& tro thanh nha
tién tri vi dai nhat va cudi cung cua lsrael.
Nhung 6ng da lwa chon va ké hoach ctu rdi
ctia Chua da tién thém maot budc nita.

Nhiing gidc mo cta Thién Chtia di khong hoan
thanh tron ven vaéi su lua chon cua Dacaria —
hoic khi Chla Giésu chét va song lai. Chlng
van dang tré thanh hién thuc thong qua nhiing
lya chon ching ta thuc hién hiang ngay. Nhitng
quyét dinh cta ching ta c6 thé cam thay khong
dang ké va ching ta c6 thé bdi rdi khong biét
ching s& anh huong dén moi thir nhu thé nao.
Nhung moi lra chon déu anh huéng dén ching
ta va nhirng nguoi xung quanh. Moi su lya
chon déu anh hudng dén twong lai. Ngay ca
nhitng lya chon “it quan trong” nhat ciing ¢
thé gay ra nhirng hau qua thay doi thé gioi!

Ngay hom nay, hiy nghi vé nhiing quyét dinh
ma ban dang phai ddi mat, dic biét 1a khi
Giang sinh dang dén gan. C6 1& ban phai quyét
dinh xem ¢6 nén nd lyc nhiéu hon dé tiép can
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