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Jesus parable about a group of disappointed
musicians and their stubborn friends who refuse
to sing or dance at the appropriate occasion
challenge us to examine whether we are
selective to only hear and do what we want to
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obeying God's word?

"Lord Jesus, open my ears to hear the good
news of your kingdom and set my heart free to
love and serve you joyfully. May nothing keep
me from following you wholeheartedly."

Loi Thién Chia khong?

Lay Chla Giésu, xin mé tai con dé nghe Tin
mung ctia nuéc Chla va mé rong long con dé
yéu thuong va phung sy Chua trong vui tuoi.
Ché gi khong mot dicu gi ngdn can con di theo
Chua cach tron ven.

Thir Sau, 15-12-2023. Tuan 2 Mla Vong - Nim B
Friday, December-15-2023. 2" Week of Advent. Year B

Mt 11, 16-19 Matthew 11:16-19

Nhung sw khon ngoan dwec chieng minh bang hanh dong (Mt 11,19)

Have you ever heard of “negativity bias”? It’s a
term that describes the way many of us view
the world and the events in our lives.
Psychologists have found that we tend to be
biased toward a negative rather than a positive
outlook. Bad news, for instance, tends to stick
with us longer and speak to us more loudly
than good news. It’s as if we are wearing dark
sunglasses that can make even the most
beautiful sunny day look gloomy and overcast.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls out the negativity
bias of some of his critics. With his parable
about children who do nothing but complain,
he says that the children of “this generation”
are similar (Matthew 11:16). They are trying to
dictate how Jesus and John the Baptist should
live and what they should look like. Instead of
finding joy in the good news both these men
were proclaiming, they passed harsh judgment
against them because they didn’t fit into the
traditional molds. These critics couldn’t take
off the dark glasses of their negativity bias and
see that God truly was working through Jesus
and John.

Ban di bao gid nghe dén “khuynh huéng tiéu
cuc” chua? Bo la mot thuat nglr mo ta cach
nhiéu nguoi trong chiing ta nhin thé gisi va cac
su kién trong cudc séng cua ching ta. Cac nha
tam ly hoc da phat hién ra rang ching ta c6 xu
huéng thién vé quan diém tiéu cuc hon 1a tich
cuc. Chang han, tin Xau c¢6 xu hudng deo bam
chung ta 1au hon va tac dong dén ching ta
nhiéu hon tin tot. Nhu thé chung ta dang deo
mét chiéc kinh ram tdi mau c6 thé khién ngay
ca ngay nang dep nhat cling tré nén u &m va
am dam.

Trong bai Tin Mung hém nay, Chla Giésu chi
ra thanh kién tiéu cuc ciia mot s6 nguoi chi
trich Ngai. Vé6i du ngbn vé nhimg dta tré
khdng lam gi kh&c ngoai phan nan, Ngai ndi
rang con cai cia “thé hé nay” ciing tuong tu
(Mt 11,16). Ho dang c6 gang ra lénh cho Chua
Giésu va Gioan tay gia phai song nhu thé nao
va ho phai trong nhu thé ndo. Thay vi tim thay
niém vui trudc tin ming ma ca hai ngudi nay
dang cong bd, ho lai dua ra nhitng phan xét
gay gat doi véi ho vi ho khéng phi hop véi
khudén mau truyén théng. Nhirng nha phé binh
nay khong thé thdo cip kinh den thanh kién
tiéu cuc cua ho ra va thay rang Thién Chda
thuc sy dang hanh dong qua Chla Giésu va
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What was Jesus’ answer to such a negative
outlook? His “works” (Matthew 11:19). The
works that Jesus was performing should have
been enough to show them that the kingdom of
God was at hand. All his healings and his
miracles revealed that God had come to them
in love with the promise of forgiveness,
restoration, and freedom. A new era was
dawning, and those who looked past their
negativity bias could see the “wisdom” behind
everything Jesus was saying and doing.

This is what Advent calls us to do: remove the
sunglasses of our negativity and look for the
beautiful, positive evidence that Jesus, our
Redeemer, has come into this world to save us.
Just as light dispels darkness, the wisdom of
God’s love can lift the clouds of cynicism or
pessimism from our eyes.

The signs are all around you. They’re even
within your own heart! Today, ask the Holy
Spirit to help you see them, embrace the
wisdom and hope they bring, and let them
move you to rejoice.

“Come, Holy Spirit! Help me see your good
works more clearly today.”

Gioan.

Chla Giésu tra 1oi thé nao truéc quan diém
tiéu cuc nhu vay? “Cac cong viéc” cua Ngai
(Mt 11,19). Nhirng cong viéc ma Chua Giésu
dang thuc hién 18 ra da da dé cho ho thiy ring
vuong qudc cua Thién Chua da dén gan. Tat ca
su chita lanh va phép la cua Ngai déu tiét 16
rang Thién Chua da dén voi ho trong tinh yéu
Vv6i 1oi hira tha thir, phuc hoi va ty do. Mot ky
nguyén méi dang bat dau, va nhimg ngudi bo
qua thanh kién tiéu cuc caa ho c6 thé thiy “su
khén ngoan” diang sau moi diéu Chla Giésu
noi va lam.

Pay 1a diéu ma Mua Vong kéu goi ching ta
lam: bo di tim kinh ram tiéu cuc cua ching ta
va tim kiém bang chung tich cuc, dep d@ rang
Chua Giésu, Pang Ctru Chudc cia chiing ta, di
dén thé gian nay dé cuu ching ta. Gidng nhu
anh sang xua tan bong téi, su khdn ngoan cua
tinh yéu Thién Chua c6 thé xua tan nhitng d4m
may hoai nghi hay bi quan khoi mét ching ta.

Cac dau chi & xung quanh ban. Ching tham chi
con & trong tdm hon cua ban! H6m nay, hay
cau xin Chta Thanh Than gidp ban nhin thay
ching, don nhan sy khén ngoan va hy vong ma
ching mang lai, va dé ching khién ban vui
mung.

Lay Chtia Thanh Than, xin hay dén! Xin gitip
con thay rd hon nhirng viéc tot caa Chda ngay
hom nay.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.

Hy
L
e
L
e
0
L
L
L
%
L
%
o
&y
L
By
L
)
L
%
@

é"’? . B & B E. B & B, &, . &, . &Y, & B &, &I
50 BRo R 2R Ry By g Bp By g g g g By By By By 1y

TSI



